
Ibrahimovic
nets hat trick in 
win over LAFC
LOS ANGELES: Zlatan Ibrahimovic
lived up to the bravado on Friday, scor-
ing all three goals to power the LA
Galaxy to a hard fought 3-2 victory over
MLS rivals Los Angeles Football Club.
The unstoppable 37-year-old showed
he’s still capable of astounding feats by
dominating the smaller LAFC defense
and scoring when it counted the most for
his second career MLS hat trick.  

“When you play against a rival like
that, in a full stadium, I get pumped. I get
adrenaline. This is considered to be the
biggest game in the league and I show
up in the biggest games,” said
Ibrahimovic. Ibrahimovic, who has a flair

for the dramatic since the big Swede
joined the MLS in 2018, boasted prior to
Friday’s game that he is “by far” the best
player in the league despite Carlos Vela’s
superior stats.

The pre-game hype was about the
marquee matchup between Galaxy’s
Ibrahimovic and LAFC’s Vela. The duo
scored all five goals, but it was the
Swede who delivered in the key
moments, scoring in the eighth, 56th and
70th minutes. The Galaxy depend almost
entirely on Ibrahimovic for offence and
he thanked them with another hat trick
performance against the top ranked
team in the league. “I am in playoff mode
every day,” said Ibrahimovic.

Vela scored his league leading 20th
and 21st goals in fourth and 97th minutes
for LAFC, who were hoping to stake
their claim to North American soccer
supremacy with a win on Friday. Vela
now has five more goals on the season
than Ibrahimovic who is in second place.

Vela opened the scoring with his 20th
goal of the season by converting a
penalty kick into the bottom left corner.
Vela took a pass down the wing and
Galaxy goalkeeper David Bingham came
charging out of his net to trip him up.

Testy contest
Ibrahimovic tied it up four minutes

later with a spectacular right-foot shot
from outside the box to the bottom right
corner at Dignity Health Park in south
central Los Angeles. While in full flight,
Ibrahimovic took a high pass from Julian
Araujo off his chest to his right foot. He
volleyed it over the head of two defend-
ers and let it bounce once on the turf
before blasting it home from long range.

He scored in the 56th minute on a
header to give the Galaxy their first lead
of the game. Ibrahimovic outleaped
LAFC defender Jordan Harvey and loft-
ed the ball from the right side of the box
to the high centre of the goal and out of

the reach of goalkeeper Tyler Miller.
LAFC, who are on pace to break MLS
records for points and goals scored this
season, were controlling the offence
around the hour point but all it took was
one chance for Ibrahimovic to pad the
Galaxy’s lead. Ibrahimovic blasted a left
footed shot from outside the box to the
right corner in the 70th minute to bring
the Galaxy to 3-1. It was his 520th
career goal across all leagues.

Mexican international Vela rounded
out the scoring in extra time by right
footing a shot home but Ibrahimovic’s
heroics had already taken the fire out of
the LAFC offence. Tempers flared in the
hotly contested contest in the 73rd
minute between LAFC’s Eddie Segura
and the Galaxy’s Rolf Feltscher. After
they came together, players from both
teams joined in on the mainly pushing
and yelling match. There were a total of
eight yellow cards handed out Friday
with five going to the Galaxy. —AFP
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Greenwood strike 
earns United 
victory over Inter
SINGAPORE: Teenage striker Mason
Greenwood came off the bench to score
a brilliant goal with 15 minutes remaining
as Manchester United secured a 1-0 vic-
tory over a disappointing Inter Milan
side in a Singapore friendly yesterday.
The Premier League side dominated
from start to finish and manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer will have been delight-
ed with a sharp performance that
deserved to be rewarded by a bigger
margin of victory against a team still
finding their feet under new manager
Antonio Conte.

United created several chances in
both halves but finally broke down a res-
olute Inter defence in the 75th minute
through a touch of magic from 17-year-
old Greenwood, who has impressed so
far in the English side’s pre-season tour
of Australia and Asia. Ashley Young
whipped in a free kick that goalkeeper
Samir Handanovic could only parry

straight to Greenwood with the English
forward calmly controlling the ball before
switching it onto his left foot and sending
a curling effort into the far corner.

Greenwood almost added a second
with a delicate volley in the 80th minute
that brushed off the crossbar as he
more than lived up to the pre-match
billing afforded to him by team mate
Marcus Rashford, who believes his fel-
low striker has all the tools to make it to
the very top. Solskjaer named a strong
lineup with starts for summer recruits
Daniel James and Aaron Wan-Bissaka.
His side soon dominated possession in
front of a pro-Manchester United
National Stadium crowd, moving the
ball quickly and pressing their oppo-
nents high up the pitch.

However, despite controlling the flow
of the contest, United were frustrated by
Inter’s resolute defence, restricted to
long-range shots from Luke Shaw,
Anthony Martial and Rashford that
either flashed wide or were smothered
by Handanovic.  Inter, meanwhile, were
sloppy in possession and unable to cre-
ate any opportunities.  United fashioned
the best chance of the first half in the
30th minute when Shaw got behind the

defense but his cutback took the slight-
est deflection off Handanovic to deny
Rashford a tap-in.

United started the second half with
greater purpose as Jesse Lingard and
Paul Pogba both went close either side of

a Nemanja Matic header that clattered
off the post as the Premier League side
searched for an opening that eventually
came when Inter’s luck finally ran out
with the prospect of a penalty shootout
looming.  —AFP

SINGAPORE: Manchester United’s Paul Pogba (C) is surrounded by Inter Milan
players as they reach for a high ball during the International Champions Cup foot-
ball match between Manchester United and Inter Milan. —AFP

Newcastle beat 
West Ham to give 
Bruce winning start
SHANGHAI: Steve Bruce watched from
the stands as his Newcastle United side
beat West Ham United 1-0 yesterday to
get his reign off to a winning start in
Shanghai. The 58-year-old, whose
appointment as head coach has gone
down badly with already disillusioned
Newcastle fans, was unable to be pitch-
side because of Chinese visa restrictions.

The former Sunderland boss is just
three days into the job and this was only
a pre-season friendly, but he will have
been heartened by what he saw against
what was on paper a strong West Ham
side. Bruce is looking for forward rein-
forcements but Yoshinori Muto made his
case by poking the ball in from close
range in the first half after full-back
Jamie Sterry crossed.

In contrast to their meek 4-0 defeat
to Wolverhampton Wanderers on
Wednesday in Nanjing in the Asia
Trophy, Newcastle were committed and
bit hard into tackles. Midfielder Jonjo

Shelvey was prominent in the first half
against an insipid West Ham and said
afterwards that Bruce “deserved more
credit than he gets”. “Steve has come in
and been a breath of fresh air,” said
Shelvey. “The fans need to give him a
chance and if we play like that (today) in
the Premier League the fans can have no
complaints.”

Newcastle supporters were incensed
that unpopular owner Mike Ashley last
month failed to keep hold of coach
Rafael Benitez, while Bruce’s mediocre
record in the Premier League and his
link with rivals Sunderland have put him
under the cosh right away. But Shelvey
said it was time to pull together to keep
Newcastle — among the relegation
favorites already — in England’s top
flight. “We need to get some solidarity
and stay in the Premier League for a
long time,” he said.

Newcastle fans will need to see much
more than a friendly win over a poor
West Ham side. It may have been the
other side of the world, but the disen-
chantment among them was never far
from the surface in humid Shanghai.
They desperately want Ashley to sell the
club and in the 25th minute at Hongkou
Stadium came the first chant of “we want

Ashley out”. There were more just
before half time.

Newcastle and local boy Bruce, who
took over on Wednesday from the popu-
lar Benitez, begin their Premier League
campaign proper on August 11 when

they face Arsenal at home. West Ham
host champions Manchester City in their
opener. The final of the Premier League
Asia Trophy was later Saturday between
Pep Guardiola’s City and Chinese-owned
Wolves. —AFP

SHANGHAI: Newcastle United’s Jonjo Shelvey (C) vies for the ball with West
Ham’s Andriy Yarmolenko (L) during their match for the third place at the
2019 Premier League Asia Trophy football tournament at the Hongkou
Stadium.  —AFP 

Edu urges Arsenal 
to rediscover their 
winning mentality
LONDON: Arsenal’s new technical director Edu has
challenged the Gunners to find a winning mentality as
they bid to erase memories of last season’s disappoint-
ments. The former Arsenal midfielder, who was a mem-
ber of Arsene Wenger’s ‘Invincibles’ squad who won the
2004 Premier League title without losing a game, says it
is vital for the club to build the mental strength that was
so key to their success in those glory days.

“To work with a strong mentality, you don’t do it like
that (instantly). You build a good mentality,” Edu said in
an interview with Arsenal Media, his first since returning
to the club. “When you talk about mentality, it’s not only
the players. The club has to have the same mentality as
the players. “We have to have the same mentality, and
the mentality of Arsenal, we always had to have winning
in front of us. That’s football. That’s the real world.” 

Edu was working as Brazil’s technical director before
moving back to north London and is now taking stock
of the club’s situation after arriving to work with boss
Unai Emery as the Spaniard enters his second season
with the Gunners. Last year the Gunners misfired badly,
missing out on Champions League qualification after
finishing fifth and suffering a Europa League final
thrashing against Chelsea. The 41-year-old, who played
under Emery at Valencia, says the key to a winning
mentality and a good season is results.  

“When you’re talking about good jobs, doing other
things, without results I’m not sure (it works),” he says.
“It’s unfair maybe, but the reality is like that.”We have to
fight very hard for results and we have to understand
the real world, where you live and where you are right
now. So we are at Arsenal, we are a big club and we
have to understand the situation.” Edu recalled how
Wenger’s squad would thrive off the continued quest for
more success, which spread throughout the club. “I
remember we were winning a lot of things, our team was
really strong and there were big names around, but the
mentality of the group, the guys around, the staff, was
so great,” he said. “We were working hard but at the
same time, we were enjoying it. That was important
because at the time winning was important, but you
have to enjoy it as well and we did that with our group.”
Arsenal open their Premier League campaign away at
Newcastle on August 11. —AFP

SHANGHAI: Goalkeeper Rui Patricio was the hero for
Wolves, saving three spot-kicks after their Asia Trophy
final against Manchester City went to penalties yester-
day in Shanghai. Wolves won the exhibition tournament
3-2 on penalties after the game against the Premier
League champions ended 0-0 after 90 minutes. It was
a story of missed penalties for Pep Guardiola’s City.

Raheem Sterling missed a first-half penalty for City,
who dominated at a full Hongkou Stadium but were
blunt in attack without Sergio Aguero and Gabriel
Jesus. Pre-season games are notoriously poor barome-
ters for the season to come, especially when played in
stifling heat like in Shanghai. But both sides fielded
close to their full-strength sides and Guardiola and
counterpart Nuno Espirito Santo will be glad to escape
without any serious injuries to their squads.

Leroy Sane, the German winger wanted by Bayern
Munich, started for City and won the Sterling penalty,
but otherwise had a quiet game before being substitut-
ed on the hour. Kevin De Bruyne was Guardiola’s cap-
tain for the night — the City armband is up for grabs
following the departure of talisman Vincent Kompany.
Sterling should have put City in the lead but instead
blasted his 20th minute penalty over the bar to let
Chinese-owned Wolves off the hook.

The England international forward, playing through
the middle, then fluffed a golden chance from close
range with only goalkeeper Patricio to beat. In the
third-fourth playoff, Newcastle United beat West Ham
United 1-0 to give Steve Bruce victory in his first

match as head coach. The Premier League proper
begins on August 9.

Guardiola desperate 
Manchester City coach Pep Guardiola is desperate

to keep Kevin De Bruyne fit this season after the influ-
ential Belgian missed a chunk of last year because of
injuries. The attacking midfielder is among the City
players in the running to succeed the departed Vincent
Kompany as captain when the Premier League begins
in three weeks. 

It was a reminder of what De Bruyne in full flight is
capable of, having missed half of last season with knee
and hamstring problems. “He’s top, last season we
missed him a lot,” said Guardiola, after the friendly with
Wolves ended 0-0 after 90 minutes, leading to penal-
ties. “We are stronger with him. Last season he had no
holidays (because of the World Cup) but this time we
have more time to rest. “We hope that we can keep him
healthy, this is a guy who loves to play football and is a
huge competitor.”

Guardiola, who backed by money from the Middle
East has built one of the most formidable squads in
the history of the Premier League, cautioned that De
Bruyne needed to remain “calm”. The Spaniard, who
will be targeting Champions League glory this season
to go with the English title, added: “He is a player
who never loses confidence, even last season. “We
know his quality, he always has a good attitude, he is
incredible.  —AFP

It was a story of missed penalties for Pep Guardiola’s City

Wolves beat City on penalties 
to win Asia Trophy in Shanghai

SHANGHAI: Manchester City’s Leroy Sane (L) vies for the ball with Wolverhampton Wanderers’ Ruben
Neves (R) during their final match of the 2019 Premier League Asia Trophy football tournament at the
Hongkou Stadium. —AFP

VAR will cause 
‘controversy’, admits
Premier League chief
SHANGHAI: Premier League interim chief executive Richard
Masters admits VAR is certain to cause “controversy” when the
technology makes its English top-flight debut in the forthcoming
season. The video referee system will be used for the first time in
the Premier League after its introduction was delayed for a year to
allow time to develop the system.

VAR has been used in England in the FA Cup and League Cup,
as well as in numerous other foreign leagues and tournaments
including the Champions League. It hasn’t been a huge success,
with complaints from managers and fans about the slowness of the
system and mistakes made by the officials.  “I have no doubt it will
create some controversy because it is about the big decisions but
we are prepared for that,” Masters said. “We have spent two years
working up to this point, and we were committed to doing it in our
heads for two years.

“We have been training and testing and making sure when it hap-
pens, particularly on Saturday afternoons when we have got multiple
matches going on, that we have a number of VARs trained. We feel
that is done and we are ready to launch it.” Masters is adamant the
Premier League have looked at ways to ensure VAR operates effec-
tively, taking lessons from the initial use of the system elsewhere. He
hopes there will be fewer stoppages for referees to consult monitors
than seen during other events such as the Champions League last
season or the recent Women’s World Cup. —AFP


