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By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: “There will be a third ATP tournament following
Qatar and Dubai. We will attract World Champions to
Kuwait Open”, President of Kuwait and Arab Tennis
Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al Jaber said during a press
conference held with the visiting President of the Asian
Tennis Federation and Vice President of International
Tennis Federation Anil Khana, who is also running for ITF
president during its general assembly to be held in
September.

Sheikh Ahmad said Khana, besides campaigning to get
elected as ITF President, also visited the Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdallah Al-Jaber International Tennis Complex. There he
expressed his amazement at the structure and considered
it one of the best in Asia and the world. “We hope the
complex will be open on schedule in January” he said. He
added that the Rafael Nadal Tennis Academy will be
opened in Kuwait soon, the first one of its kind to be
opened outside of Kuwait. Sheikh Ahmad said that Nadal
himself will be playing in the opening match of the com-
plex, adding that as a legend to the game “we hope to gain
from his experience”.

He added that they will seek the support of ATF and
ITF in getting the expertise, programs and scientific meth-
ods used in developing and spreading Tennis’ popularity in
Kuwait. ATF had been cooperative and expressed their
readiness to ensure the success of events that are held in
the new complex. Sheikh Ahmad said “we will not ignore
the individual sports clubs, rather we will support them so
that they can have the bases to provide national teams
with players, and we hope that they work with us, so that
we can get players who can represent Kuwait at the high-
est level at all Arab, Asian and International events”.
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber thanked the Public Authority for
Sport and its Director General Dr Humoud Fulaiteh and his
Deputy Dr Saqer Al-Mulla for their support.

A vision and a dream
Meanwhile visiting President of ATF Anil Khana said

that “it is a great privilege to be in Kuwait as I can see the
dream of Sheikh Ahmad coming true. I’ve known Sheikh
Ahmad for many years and have had the privilege of taking
his guidance in many issues over the years. When Sheikh
Ahmad was planning to build a tennis complex, he had a
vision and a dream to making the finest complex in Asia if
not the entire world”.

He said that he saw the complex, its outdoor, indoor
and supplementary facilities and found them to be world-
class facilities, and “I am happy to say, with this kind of
infrastructure that Sheikh Ahmad dreamed of will do
extremely well for the children of Kuwait and the future of
Kuwait tennis and will indeed give a great benefit to all of
tennis in West Asia”. Khana said Kuwait has been in the
forefront of the West Asia Tennis, Davis Cup and various
other activities that have been going on. The juniors have
also been doing well, he added. He said all this is because of
the dedication of the KTF president and his team which has

done splendid work over the years. Anil Khana said he is
happy to learn that he will be having some major tourna-
ments coming up in 2020. Sheikh Ahmad mentioned his
desire to see whether we can have an Asian tennis facility
in this place which is a perfect facility. Responding to a
question about his program if he wins the ITF presidency,
Khana spoke about funds in national federations saying
that “there is no way for national federations to generate
funds for the sport and support the development activities”. 

Khana said Kuwait had exceedingly done well in the

Davis Cup when compared to other West Asian countries.
He added that the last one or two years have become chal-
lenging but with little difficulty. “I am sure the history of
Kuwait Tennis for the last 10 years has been significant,
now with the focus on youth, I am sure Kuwait Tennis will
continue to do very well.” Sheikh Ahmad Jaber Al-
Abdallah Al-Sabah gave special thanks to Jassim Al-
Marzouq, Tamdeen and the spirit companies for their
efforts in the tennis complex projects who have ensured
that progress is going on as scheduled.

Nadal Tennis Academy to 
be located in Kuwait soon 

Working on bringing an ATP open in Kuwait following Dubai and Doha

Tamim to lead B’desh
as Mashrafe ruled out
DHAKA: Bangladesh on Friday named opener
Tamim Iqbal as interim captain for the upcoming
Sri Lanka tour after regular skipper Mashrafe
Mortaza was ruled out with a hamstring injury.
Mashrafe picked up the injury during a training
session shortly after he attended Bangladesh team’s
formal press conference in Mirpur ahead of the
tour. “Mortaza (Mashrafe) injured his left hamstring
during training today. He received immediate MSK
ultrasound examination which has revealed a grade
1 injury,” Bangladesh Cricket Board senior physi-
cian Debashis Chowdhury said in a statement.

“It is a recurrent injury that could take around
three to four weeks to recover from. Therefore, he
is ruled out from participation in sporting activity
for a month,” he added. BCB named Tamim as inter-
im captain in Mashrafe’s absence as regular vice-
captain Shakib Al Hasan was rested for the series.

All-rounder Mohammad Saifuddin was also ruled
out for the series after he aggravated an old back
injury, said BCB cricket operations chief Akram
Khan. Pace bowler Taskin Ahmed and all-rounder
Farhad Reza were immediately recalled as replace-
ments for Mashrafe and Saifuddin. Bangladesh will
play three one-day internationals in Sri Lanka
respectively on July 26, 28 and 31. All the matches
are scheduled in R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo.

Mashrafe earlier at the press conference refused
to confirm if he would retire after the Sri Lanka
series and likened his situation to former India cap-
tain MS Dhoni. Mashrafe and Dhoni both were
expected to clear their retirement plan after the
recent World Cup in England in which they strug-
gled with individual form. While Dhoni, who made a
fifty in India’s losing semi-final to New Zealand,
remained silent on his future, Mashrafe chose to
continue as team captain.

“To be honest, I don’t feel embarrassed or dis-
appointed with it (retirement talks). It’s normal
everyone will consider my performance from their
point of view,” said Mashrafe. “As a player I am not
close to MS Dhoni as he scored over 10,000 runs
in ODIs. But at least in every press conference he
has been asked the same question (retirement). I
think we should see it normally,” “Being a player I
could not deliver my best in World Cup, both as a
captain and a player and the team also failed to go
to the semi-final. “So it’s normal the question will
be raised. I also see it this way. There’s is nothing
else to consider,” he said. Mashrafe picked up just
one wicket in Bangladesh’s eighth place finish as
the team recorded only three wins against fellow
strugglers South Africa, West Indies and Sri Lanka.

The Bangladesh cricket team arrived in Sri
Lanka amid tight security yesterday, the first for-
eign sporting side to visit the island since the dead-
ly Easter attacks earlier this year. More than 250
people were killed in the April 21 bombings target-
ing hotels and churches that were claimed by
Islamist militants, and Sri Lanka has been under a
state of emergency since.

The Bangladesh team was provided with a level
of security usually reserved for visiting state digni-
taries, with additional deployments at their hotel
and armed guards for their motorcade. “We have
special security arrangements at match venues
too,” a police official told AFP. Bangladesh will play
three one-day internationals on July 26, 28 and 31
at the Premadasa International Stadium in
Colombo. Sri Lanka had previously expected New
Zealand to be the first foreign sporting visit. The
Kiwis arrive next month to play two Tests and three
Twenty20 matches.

(3rd from left) President of Kuwait and Arab Tennis
Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al Jaber, (2nd from left)
President of the Asian Tennis Federation and Vice President
of International Tennis Federation Anil Khana sit with other
Federation members at the press conference. 

Daley’s world diving
flop ‘lights fire’ 
for Tokyo 2020
GWANGJU: A defiant Tom Daley promised to come back
stronger after flopping to seventh in the defense of his
world 10 metre platform title Saturday, losing out to
China’s latest superstars. Britain’s diving king trailed far
behind Yang Jian and Yang Hao, who captured gold and
silver respectively after a cat-and-mouse tussle to cap a
majestic week for Chinese divers in Gwangju, South Korea.  

“That’s sport for you isn’t it,” Daley said. “It’s not the
way I wanted to end the world champs but on a positive I
came here to qualify two Olympic spots and I managed
that,” added the 25-year-old. “It just puts a fire under
you’re a*** basically, to get back to training and doing
what you need to do to be the best that you can be.”
Daley, who bagged the world title in 2017 and 2009,
booked his place for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics with a solid
performance in the heats but failed to match China’s swag-
gering display in the evening final.

Yang Jian pumped his fist after his final dive, barely
concealing his delight as he pipped countryman Yang Hao
to the world title by just 13 points. “What a fantastic final,”
said the gold medalist after a dramatic late comeback. “I
feel honored to win gold. That was one of the best final
dives of my career. I give myself a pat on the back.”
Victory came despite a perfect set of 10s in the fourth
round for Yang Hao, who had sacrificed a spot in the mixed
three-meter synchro final to rest for his main event.

‘Good decision’ 
“It was a good decision to focus on the platform and it

helped a lot,” he said. “I scored 13 perfect marks tonight
and was thrilled to be part of such a close contest. It just
wasn’t enough.” Russia’s Aleksandr Bondar took bronze
behind the Chinese pair, whose victory made it 12 out of 13
for the diving powerhouse at this year’s championships.

Earlier, Australian pair Maddison Keeney and Matthew
Carter broke China’s stranglehold of the gold medals by
winning the mixed three-meter synchro title by the finest
of margins from Canada’s perennial bridesmaids Francois
Imbeau-Dulac and Jennifer Abel. Keeney and Carter pro-
duced a series of superb dives to post a winning score of

304.86 points, just 0.78 points more than Imbeau-Dulac
and Abel, who took silver in Kazan four years ago and the
bronze at the 2017 championships in Budapest.

Germans Tina Punzel and Lou Messenberg claimed
bronze with 301.62 after China’s Yang Hao and Chang
Yani pulled out for Yang to concentrate on the 10m plat-
form final. China scooped a remarkable seven of eight
gold medals at the 2016 Rio Olympics and enjoyed a
stranglehold again at the last world championships in
Budapest two years ago, scooping eight of the 13 titles
on offer. — AFP 

Lowry, Holmes share 
Open lead as Woods, 
McIlroy miss cut
PORTRUSH: Ireland’s Shane Lowry shot a four-under par
67 to claim a share of the lead with JB Holmes at the
British Open as 15-time major winner Tiger Woods and
pre-tournament favorite Rory McIlroy missed the cut on
Friday. Resuming on four-under, Lowry birdied four of the
opening five holes and picked up another two shots on
eight and 10.

However, he bogeyed the 14th and 18th coming home to
fall back level with overnight leader Holmes on eight-
under. “There’s not too many days like that on the golf
course,” said Lowry. Holmes consolidated his challenge
with a three-under round on Friday. “You can have that
great round and that day where everything goes right, but
it’s nice to get two rounds in a row. It shows a little consis-
tency,” said the American.

McIlroy fell just short with a brave attempt to make the
weekend after a horrendous eight-over round on Thursday
left him with a huge mountain the climb. The home
favourite posted the joint best round of the day with a six-
under 65 to get back to two-over, but missed out by just
one shot with the cut at one-over. “I felt today I showed
the real Rory McIlroy and the golf that I can play,” said the
world number three. “I tried my best for them until the
very end. I just came up a little short.”

Woods was also made to pay for his 78 on Thursday as
a one-under par round left the Masters champion still on
six-over. “It’s more frustrating than anything else because
this is a major championship and I love playing in these
events,” said Woods. The American raised hopes that he
could recover from a difficult opening round with his trou-
blesome back restricting his movement in cold conditions.
Woods was two under for the day after six holes, but a
bogey at the seventh stalled his fightback. Back-to-back
birdies at 10 and 11 gave Woods hope again but a bogey-
bogey finish was a fitting end to a frustrating two days for
the 43-year-old.

English trio in contention 
England’s Tommy Fleetwood and Lee Westwood are

just one shot off the lead on seven-under, while world
number one Brooks Koepka also kept himself in the hunt
for a fifth major on five-under. Fleetwood played a starring
role in Europe’s victory at the Ryder Cup last year and the
world number 20 has a chance for his first major heading
into the weekend as he birdied the last for a round of 67.

Westwood rolled back the years with four birdies on
the back nine to shoot into contention with a 67. Playing in
his 25th British Open, Westwood has finished in the top
three at majors nine times without getting over the line.
“It’s nice to do it at The Open Championship, it’s a big
tournament and prestigious tournament and on a great
golf course,” said the former world number one. Justin
Rose is another Englishman in the mix as an eagle on the
12th moved the world number four to six-under.

Koepka has not finished outside the top two in all three
majors so far this season and the American is dangerously
poised after another solid round of 69. But the PGA cham-
pion was left frustrated he has not hit the front yet due to
his putting. “I haven’t made a putt all week, so I just need
to figure that out,” he said. “If I can just make some putts I
could have very easily been 10-under and maybe more.”
Three-time major winner Jordan Spieth is also five-under
after storming up the leaderboard by picking up five shots
in four holes between five and eight. — AFP 

GWANGJU: Britain’s Thomas Daley competes in the men’s 10m platform diving final during the 2019 World
Championships at the Nambu International Aquatics Centre. — AFP 

PORTRUSH: Ireland’s Shane Lowry tees off at the 3rd hole
during the third round of the British Open golf
Championships at Royal Portrush golf club. — AFP 

Roma great De
Rossi on the 
verge of Boca
Juniors move
BUENOS AIRES: Veteran former Italy international
Daniele De Rossi is “99 percent” sure of joining Boca
Juniors, the Argentine giants’ president Daniel
Angelici said on Friday. The 35-year-old midfielder
brought down the curtain on an 18-year career with
his hometown club Roma at the end of last season.

“Having a world champion who says he wants to
end his career here at Boca fills me with pride,” said
Angelici. “It would be good for Argentine football to
have these kind of players. It’s 99 percent sure De
Rossi will be a Boca player.” The only remaining
stumbling block to De Rossi joining is a cap on the
number of foreigners allowed at Argentine teams.
They can only have six in their squad with a maximum
of five allowed on the pitch at any one time.

Boca already have Colombians Frank Fabra,
Jorman Campuzano and Sebastian Villa on their
books, as well as Uruguay’s Nahitan Nandez,
Venezuelan Jan Carlos Hurtado and Junior Alonso
from Paraguay — a total of six foreigners. “I’m not
halting his arrival, everything’s agreed with De Rossi,
but if he were to join people would start saying Boca
aren’t respecting the quota,” Angelici told TyC Sports.

Nandez, however, is rumored to be a target of
Cagliari in Italy while Fabra is close to securing
Argentine nationality. “If we can complete Nandez’s
(sale), we could bring him (De Rossi) to train now.” De
Rossi, a World Cup winner with Italy in 2006, spent
his entire senior career with Roma, making 615
appearances and scoring 63 goals in all competitions.
Only fellow Roma legend Francesco Totti has played
more games for the club. De Rossi is also the fourth
most capped Italy international of all time with 117
appearances. — AFP 


