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SEATTLE: Mike Leake took a perfect game into the ninth
inning and wound up with a one-hit shutout as the Seattle
Mariners defeated the visiting Los Angeles Angels 10-0
Friday night. Luis Rengifo led off the ninth inning by
grounding a single into right field, but Leake went on to
finish a 98-pitch gem. Daniel Vogelbach hit a pair of three-
run homers as the Mariners snapped a six-game losing
streak. Exactly one week earlier in Anaheim, California,
Leake (8-8) had the shortest start of his 10-year career,
lasting just two-thirds of an inning in a 13-0 loss in which
the Mariners were no-hit. Leake rebounded Friday by
retiring the first 24 batters he faced before Rengifo hit a
clean single. Kevan Smith then walked, but Leake escaped
the jam, getting Mike Trout for his sixth strikeout of the
night to end the game.

Giants 1, Mets 0 (10 innings)
Left fielder Dominic Smith misplayed Pablo Sandoval’s

two-out fly ball into an error in the bottom of the 10th
inning, allowing Alex Dickerson to score from first base
and give host San Francisco a second straight walk-off win
over New York. The win was the Giants’ season-best sev-
enth in a row and came after starting pitchers Tyler Beede
(eight innings) and Jacob deGrom (seven innings) left a
scoreless game. Dickerson led off the 10th by drawing a
walk from the Mets’ third pitcher, Jacob Rhame (0-1). Two
outs later, Sandoval hit a catchable popup to left that
Smith couldn’t corral, with Dickerson speeding home to
give the Giants their fifth walk-off win of the season.

Diamondbacks 10, Brewers 7
Arizona hit for the cycle in four consecutive at-bats for

the first time in franchise history as part of a six-run third
running en route to a victory over Milwaukee in Phoenix.
With one out in the third, Jarrod Dyson singled, Ketel
Marte doubled, Eduardo Escobar tripled and Christian
Walker homered to turn a 3-1 deficit into a 5-3 lead.
Milwaukee’s Jhoulys Chacin (3-10), who is 0-7 in his past
11 starts, gave up seven runs (six earned) and seven hits in
2 1/3 innings. Archie Bradley (3-4) pitched 1 1/3 scoreless
innings of relief to get the win, and Greg Holland tossed a
1-2-3 ninth for his 16th save.

Dodgers 2, Marlins 1
Hyun-Jin Ryu delivered seven strong innings in his first

home outing since starting the All-Star Game, and Los
Angeles earned a victory over visiting Miami. The go-
ahead run scored in the sixth inning on a two-out error by
Marlins second baseman Starlin Castro, who could not
corral Enrique Hernandez’s hard ground ball that was hit
right at him. Ryu (11-2) gave up one run on four hits with
three walks and seven strikeouts. Marlins rookie Zac
Gallen (0-2) was effective in his fifth career start, giving up
two runs (one earned) on three hits over 5 1/3 innings with
four walks and five strikeouts.

Athletics 5, Twins 3
Marcus Semien homered, tripled and doubled and

scored twice, and Ramon Laureano had two doubles to
lead Oakland past Minnesota in Minneapolis. Khris Davis
also had two hits and two RBIs, and Matt Olson went 2-
for-4 with an RBI for Oakland, which improved to 14-3
against American League Central teams with its seventh
victory in eight games overall. Chris Bassitt (7-4) picked

up his third win in four starts, allowing three runs (two
earned) on five hits and two walks while also hitting two
batters in five innings. He fanned two. Liam Hendriks
picked up his seventh save with 1 2/3 innings of hitless
relief, striking out three.

Phillies 6, Pirates 1
Rookie Adam Haseley homered and hit an RBI double

as visiting Philadelphia downed Pittsburgh. Bryce Harper,
Jean Segura and Maikel Franco each had an RBI single for
the Phillies, who have won three of four. Elias Diaz hit an
RBI single for Pittsburgh, which is 1-6 since the All-Star
break. Starters Jake Arrieta (Phillies) and Jordan Lyles
(Pirates) each lasted 5 2/3 innings and gave up a run.

Cardinals 12, Reds 11
St Louis escaped a sizable early hole by scoring 10 runs

in the sixth inning and then hanging on for a win at
Cincinnati. Reds starter Tyler Mahle brought a 7-0 lead
into the sixth inning and appeared in good shape to end a
personal five-decision losing streak, but he gave up four
runs before the bullpen and defense allowed six more. Jose
Martinez hit a tiebreaking three-run homer in the sixth, and
Paul DeJong drove in four runs to give him seven RBIs in
the past two games for the Cardinals. Michael Wacha (6-4)
pitched 1 2/3 innings of scoreless relief to earn the win.

Indians 10, Royals 5
Rookie Oscar Mercado recorded his first career five-hit

performance as host Cleveland posted a victory over
Kansas City to extend its winning streak to a season-high-
tying six games. Mercado, who had two RBIs and scored
twice, collected a double and four singles to become the
12th Indians rookie since 1913 to record at least five hits in
a game. Tyler Naquin belted a two-run homer, and
Francisco Lindor had three hits and three runs for
Cleveland, which also won six in a row from June 30-July 7.

Astros 4, Rangers 3
Yordan Alvarez capped a stretch of back-to-back-to-

back home runs with a titanic blast to right field before
Houston hung on for a victory over visiting Texas. Alvarez
followed solo blasts from Jose Altuve and Alex Bregman
with his 474-foot bomb deep into the upper deck. Altuve
smacked a leadoff shot to left-center before Bregman fol-
lowed a homer to left as the Astros ambushed Rangers All-
Star left-hander Mike Minor (8-5) in the third inning.
Houston’s Justin Verlander (12-4) allowed at least one
baserunner in each of his six frames, but he gave up just
two runs on eight hits and a walk. He struck out 12.

Braves 4, Nationals 3
Ronald Acuna Jr had three hits and scored the winning

run in the bottom of the ninth on a single by Josh
Donaldson as Atlanta beat visiting Washington. Acuna led
off the ninth with a walk off Fernando Rodney (0-3), who
then gave up a single to Dansby Swanson and walked
Freddie Freeman to load the bases with no outs.
Donaldson then singled to deep left field on a 2-0 fastball.
Luke Jackson (5-2) was credited with the win despite giv-
ing up a two-out, two-run, game-tying homer to Victor
Robles in the top of the ninth. The Braves snapped a three-
game losing streak. Washington had won 14 of 18 games
after taking the first game of the series Thursday.

Yankees 8, Rockies 2
Edwin Encarnacion hit a third-inning grand slam, Aaron

Judge added a two-run homer in the sixth, and host New
York moved a season-high 30 games over .500 with a vic-
tory over slumping Colorado. The Yankees won their
fourth straight, having rallied from an early deficit in each
contest. New York played without manager Aaron Boone,
who served a one-game suspension for his profane rant
against plate umpire Brennan Miller on Thursday. The
Yankees were managed by bench coach Josh Bard. The
Rockies dropped their fifth straight and fell to 2-12 since
June 30. Colorado manager Bud Black was ejected in the
ninth by plate umpire Doug Eddings for arguing a
checked-swing strikeout by Chris Iannetta.

Orioles 11, Red Sox 2
Anthony Santander hit a three-run homer, and Keon

Broxton added a two-run shot later as Baltimore defeated
visiting Boston. The Orioles banged out 14 hits to win a
second straight game. Baltimore’s John Means (8-5)
allowed two runs on four hits in six innings, while the Red
Sox’s David Price (7-3) gave up two homers and six runs
on eight hits in four innings. Boston’s Mookie Betts saw his
streak of 13 consecutive games scoring a run — which tied
Ted Williams for the club record — come to an end.

Cubs 6, Padres 5
Addison Russell scored from second base on San Diego’s

second error of the eighth inning to lead Chicago past the
Padres in oppressive heat at Wrigley Field. Pedro Strop (2-3)

was credited with the win. Craig Kimbrel, who struck out the
side around a walk in the ninth, earned his fifth save since
joining the Cubs. Craig Stammen (6-5) took the loss as the
Padres fell to 1-6 since the All-Star break. The Cubs have
won three straight and are 6-1 since the break.

White Sox 9, Rays 2
Leury Garcia went 4-for-5 with two RBIs, and Reynaldo

Lopez pitched seven strong innings to help visiting Chicago
snap a seven-game skid with a victory against Tampa Bay.
Chicago responded from its recent offensive woes by col-
lecting nine extra-base hits and saddling Rays rookie left-
hander Brendan McKay with the quickest exit of his brief
major league career. Making his fourth career start and first
appearance against the White Sox, McKay (1-1) yielded nine
hits and six runs, five earned, in 3 1/3 innings. Lopez gave up
two runs on six hits and a walk with eight strikeouts.

Blue Jays 12, Tigers 1
Marcus Stroman cruised through seven innings, rookie

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. had three hits and scored three runs,
and visiting Toronto pounded hapless Detroit. Stroman (6-
10), who has been mentioned prominently in trade rumors,
scattered six hits while holding the Tigers scoreless. He
walked none and struck out five before the bullpen lost the
shutout bid. Eric Sogard supplied three hits, scored twice
and knocked in two runs while Teoscar Hernandez blasted
his 12th homer and drove in two. Danny Jansen added
three RBIs for the Blue Jays, who had lost four of their pre-
vious five games. — Reuters 

Mariners’ Mike Leake falls 
short of pitch perfection

SEATTLE: Mike Leake #8 of the Seattle Mariners greets Tom Murphy #2 after the final out in his complete
game shutout of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim at T-Mobile Park. — AFP 

Penny drops for
Canada’s teen
swim queen
Oleksiak
GWANGJU: Canada’s Penny Oleksiak insists she
has finally left the “weirdness” of capturing
Olympic swimming gold at the tender age of 16
after finally recovering from a lengthy Rio hang-
over. Oleksiak, who is preparing for the world
championships which begin in South Korea this
weekend, stunned the sport when she dead-heat-
ed American Simone Manuel in the women’s 100
meters freestyle final as a gangly schoolgirl.

The Canadian also came away from Rio with a
silver medal in the 100m butterfly and two relay
bronzes but has struggled to replicate that form
since.  “It was definitely a massive learning experi-
ence,” Oleksiak told AFP after training in
Gwangju. “It was just so different to what most 16-
year-olds would have to deal with,” she added,
attempting to explain her difficulties over the last
two years. “At the same time I had normal 16-
year-old things to do, so it was a lot of weird cir-
cumstances put together at once and I wasn’t
expecting any of it.”

However, Oleksiak has been able to compart-
mentalize swimming from her private life since the
Olympics and maintains that the experience
toughed her up. “I had to mature quickly,” said the
Toronto native, set to contest the 50m butterfly
and the 100 and 200m free in Gwangju. “I’m still

19, I’m a kid. But I’m always going to be grateful
for what happened at the Olympics and looking
back I wouldn’t change it for the world. “I don’t
really put any pressure on myself and neither do
my family or friends. I really don’t have any com-
plaints with how my last three years have gone.”

Breakout year 
With the likes of Manuel, Sweden’s Sarah

Sjostrom, Australian Cate Campbell and American
Katie Ledecky lurking in her freestyle events,
Oleksiak will need to rediscover the magic, and
quickly, in Korea. “I’m feeling pretty confident,”
she said. “But they’ve always been tough events
and it’s a big field of really competitive girls.”
Oleksiak has been eclipsed since Rio by country-
woman Taylor Ruck, who scooped a record eight
medals at a breakout Commonwealth Games on
Australia’s Gold Coast last year, including gold in
the 200m free.

The 19-year-old backed that up by winning the
200m free at the Pan Pacific championships in
Tokyo, venue for next year’s 2020 Olympics. “Last
year definitely helped with my maturity and confi-
dence,” said Ruck, who can no longer fly under
the radar after her rapid rise in women’s swim-
ming. “It definitely got the momentum rolling but I
honestly haven’t noticed anything different. I just
kind of go about my life as I usually would.”

Ruck, who slurps a cheeky espresso before
races, admits she has had to cut down on her
screen time in the run-up to the world champi-
onships. “I’ve been deleting Instagram on and off
so that’s helpful and keeps me more engaged in
real life,” she grinned. “I can turn a blind eye to
whatever I need to. Not paying attention to out-
side stuff keeps me humble, keeps me engaged and
keeps me focused on what I need to do.” — AFP 

Energized Maori 
All Blacks revenge 
their loss to Fiji
WELLINGTON: Fiji’s World Cup preparations suffered a set-
back yesterday when they were beaten 26-17 by a re-energized
Maori All Blacks side in Rotorua. At half-time, it was 7-7 but the
low score was no reflection of the frantic pace of the game with
daring off-loads and bone-crunching tackles in which the Maori
outscored Fiji four tries to two.

The Maori, more at home in temperatures nearly 20 degrees
Celsius cooler than last week in Suva, kept faith in the 23 who
were demolished 27-10 in Fiji’s first win over the Maori in 62
years. Fiji coach John McKee, using the match as a trial as he
fine-tunes his squad ahead of the World Cup, made 10 changes
and the result was a pack that struggled at lineout and scrum
time. But captain Dominiko Waqaniburotu believed that despite
the scoreline, the match served its purpose. 

“We’ve got a big squad going into the World Cup campaign
and we’ve got a lot of boys who have something to prove. Every
game is an opportunity for every one so I think we did well
today,” Waqaniburotu said. “It’s not easy coming to play the
Maori on their home turf so we’re going to take the good things

from this game and take it forward to the next,” he added, not-
ing that it was “a bit warmer” playing in Fiji.

Maori All Blacks captain Ash Dixon said his side’s defense
made the difference. “I’m just glad we fronted a lot better than
we did last week,” he said. “At times when Fiji got in behind us
and did their magic offloads and played like the style they do
they are hard to stop but our line held well.” With the Fiji
employing the same flair that has made them a potent sevens
force, their first try came from a flick pass between the legs from
Waqaniburotu to hooker Veremalua Vugakoto.

Sean Wainui, who scored twice for the Maori last week,
touched down to level the scores and in the closing minutes
of the half the Maori were denied a try despite the acrobatic
efforts of scrum-half Bryn Hall. He was mid-air after diving
over the dead-ball line to tap the ball back into the field of
play only for replays to show his last step before diving had
brushed the line. The Maori hit the front early in the second
half when they took Fiji on at their own game with a series of
barges at the line before moving the ball wide for Rob
Thompson to score. 

After an Alivereti Veitokani penalty reduced the gap to four
points, the Maori opened up a buffer with tries to Alex
Nankivell and Isaia Walker-Leawere before Fiji came back in
the dying minutes with a try to John Dyer. Fiji’s opening match in
the Pacific Nations Cup next weekend is against Japan in
Kamaishi city in the tournament which also features Tonga,
Samoa, Canada and USA. Their opening World Cup match is
against Australia in Sapporo on September 21. — AFP 

Herman thanks 
Trump for his 
lead in Barbasol 
LOS ANGELES: Jim Herman credited “a good talking to” from US
President Donald Trump with helping him lift his game enough to
take the halfway lead Friday in the PGA Tour Barbasol
Championship. Herman, seeking a second US tour title to go with
the Houston Open trophy he claimed in 2016, had eight birdies and
a bogey in his seven-under 65 at Keene Trace Golf Club in
Nicholasville, Kentucky.

His second straight 65 put him on 130 — one stroke in front of
fellow American Bill Haas who carded a 66. “Everything seems to
be working this week, a nice changeup. I haven’t really been play-
ing very well,” said Herman, who was an assistant club pro at
Trump National Bedminster in New Jersey in 2006-07 and has
played numerous rounds with the US president. That included one
a couple of weeks ago, Herman said.

“I got some advice from someone pretty high up — he gave me
a good talking to and told me to use a different style if it’s not
working.”That was the president of the United States,” added
Herman, just to clarify, and the changes he has since made to his
putting are paying off. “I’m rolling the ball great,” said Herman,
who hasn’t had a top-10 finish since 2017. “I’m hitting a lot of
greens and making some putts, that’s always a good combination.”

Haas followed his opening 65 with a 66 — rolling in a 45-foot
eagle at his penultimate hole, the par-five eighth. David Toms card-
ed a 64 to join a group of four players sharing third on 132, along-
side D.J. Trahan, Kelly Kraft and Kramer Hickock — who all shot

67. Toms, 52, drained a 13-foot eagle at the fifth, his 14th hole of
the day, and heads into the weekend in contention to become the
second-oldest player to win on the PGA Tour. He would be three
months older than Sam Snead was when he won the 1965
Wyndham Championship. JT Poston, who surged to the first-round
lead in this event being played opposite the British Open at
Portrush with a course record 62, ballooned to a 73 to fall into a tie
for 18th, five shots off the lead. Canada’s Nick Taylor, who went
into the round one shot behind Poston, carded a 72. — AFP 

GOLD COAST: In this file photo taken on April 5, 2018 Canada’s Penny Oleksiak swims out after the
swimming women’s 200m freestyle qualifications during the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth
Games at the Optus Aquatic Centre. — AFP 

KENTUCKY: Jim Herman of the United States looks over a putt on
the 18th green during the second round of the Barbasol
Championship at Keene Trace Golf Club. — AFP 


