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The ‘Faustian deal’
By Dr James J Zogby 

While much has been already been written
about President Donald Trump recent racist
taunts against four first-term women mem-

bers of Congress, I have a few observations of my own
to make.  In the first place, no one should have been
surprised that as Trump began his reelection campaign
he would target and bait people of color. This, after all,
was how he won in 2016. Back then he incited against
Mexicans, Muslims, and refugees, in addition, of
course, to the “fake news media.” It appears that noth-
ing has changed - his modus operandi and his targets
are still the same.  

In a series of tweets and then at a campaign event
this past week in North Carolina, the old/new Trump
was on full display. As the entertainer/performer-in-
chief, his campaign rallies are more like a stand-up
comedy routine than political speech-making. He
taunts his opponents, making crude jokes at their
expense; he conjures up threats, preying on his audi-
ence’s hatreds, fears, and insecurity; he makes outra-
geous (and often fabricated) boasts and false promises
that he has no intention of fulfilling; and he complains
bitterly about the suffering he must endure because he
alone is fighting an establishment that impedes his
efforts at every turn.  There is a political agenda to be
sure, but for the most part, his rallies are performance,
masking that agenda. In this regard, he’s not unlike
Benito Mussolini - a supreme actor who also held his
rapt audiences in the palm of his hand as he had them
laughing, cheering, and chanting in anger.  

When Trump first began his run for the presidency
in 2015, the Republican establishment had contempt
for him and his antics. Back then, Senator Lindsey
Graham called him a “a wrecking ball for the
Republican Party who’s a race-baiting, xenophobic
bigot.” Then Chair of the Republican Party, Reince
Priebus, charged that Trump’s rhetoric came “at the
expense of American values”. Other critics included
former Vice President Dick Cheney, Majority Leader
Paul Ryan, and Senator Marco Rubio. 

It was during that primary season that I had a lead-
ing Republican (a former Senator, turned political con-
sultant) on my weekly TV show “Viewpoint”. At that
point in the election, Donald Trump had taken a lead in
the polls and the GOP establishment that had once
rejected his candidacy has suddenly fallen silent. I
asked my guest “Why?” His response was quite sim-
ple. “They are afraid of his ‘base’,” he told me. They
had seen the enthusiasm he generated at his rallies and
although they still “found his message repulsive”, they
didn’t want to “alienate his supporters” by continuing
to attack him. 

When it became clear, that Trump had defeated his
opponents, the Republican establishment made what
can only be described as a virtual “Faustian deal” with
the presumptive nominee. If he won, they would be in a
position to get what they wanted most: More conser-
vative judges, a revamped regressive system of taxa-
tion, sweeping deregulation that would roll back
decades of reform, and undoing most of President
Obama’s progressive agenda, including the GOP-hated
“Obamacare”.  In return, the GOP would not only
remain silent in the face of Trump’s peccadilloes - past
and present - they would also subject themselves to
the humiliation of actually trying to defend his words
and behavior. Listen to this “post-Faustian deal”
Lindsey Graham: “He’s not, in my view, a racist by any
stretch of the imagination. I’ve never heard him make a
single racist statement!” 

There were those Republicans who believed (or
maybe just hoped) that after entering the Oval Office
Trump would become more presidential. They were
sorely mistaken. If anything, his behavior became more
erratic and provocative. His bizarre claims, his inflam-
matory tweets, and some of his executive orders have
continued to generate outrage. While members of his
party may have felt some discomfort at these “un-
presidential” antics, they soon learned that, for Trump,
there was a method to what appeared to be madness. 

He dominated every news cycle. When challenged by
negative developments, a “crazy” tweet would create
sufficient enough distraction, that it became the day’s
“breaking news”. Even his recent North Carolina rally
was initially organized to divert attention from the
scheduled Congressional testimony of Robert Mueller
which the White House assumed would prove embar-
rassing for the president. And ever conscious of his
base, Trump knew how to turn attacks into a rallying cry
for the faithful. His enemies hadn’t changed - Mexicans,
Muslims, and media. Nor had his reaction to them.

What had changed is that the entertainer-in-chief
became so enchanted with the power he had over his
followers (speaking before large rallies of adoring fans
can have a drug-like effect) and they had become so
captivated by his message of resentment and fear of
the “others” against whom he rails that we have
entered a danger zone. 

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the
Arab American Institute

Mohammad Al-Naeemi had everything he could
possibly want living in exile in Germany, but he
returned to war-torn Syria anyway to fight

President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. Clutching a rifle to his
chest, his back flat against the ground, the 23-year-old
shimmies across a dry field in northwestern Syria on his
graduation day from training to join an armed rebel group.
“I returned to give back to my country,” said the young
fighter, wearing a black T-shirt and beige combat trousers.

With an opposition group cap fit tightly on his head, he
powers through push-ups, counting each one out at the
top of his lungs in unison with fellow recruits. From now
on, “I’ll reside in military barracks and on the front lines,”
he said. “It’ll be the best place I can possibly live.” Naeemi
was a high school student in Syria’s southern province of
Quneitra when peaceful protests demanding change
erupted across the country in 2011.

After a brutal crackdown on the demonstrations spiralled
into war, he joined the armed opposition for several years. In
2015, fearing a regime takeover of his region, he decided to
leave his war-torn country and join his siblings in Germany,
he said. Travelling over the summer, he and friends crossed
Syria’s central desert to the Turkish border, before travelling
by sea to Greece, and then by land onto Germany.

‘Peaceful life’ 
“I lived in Berlin. I was studying” German, he told AFP.

“I had an ordinary life. I had rights like any German citizen
and a monthly stipend. I wanted for nothing,” he said. “But
I wasn’t happy and I constantly missed my home country,”
he added. Syrian government forces have taken back large
swathes of the country since Russia intervened on behalf
of Damascus in 2015, including Naeemi’s home province of
Quneitra last year.

Since late April, regime and Russian forces have
ramped up their deadly bombardment of the holdout
opposition bastion of Idlib, which is controlled by Syria’s
former al-Qaeda affiliate Hayat Tahrir al-Sham.  The strikes
and rocket fire have killed more than 600 civilians in the
jihadist-held region of some three million people, almost
half displaced by war from other parts of the country.

“The fierce regime campaign on Idlib” and a gov-
ernment takeover of his hometown are the main rea-
sons Naeemi decided to head back to Syria, he said.
“My parents opposed my decision and tried to stop
me from returning... but I insisted,” said Naeemi, who
has no relatives in the jihadist-run bastion. He arrived
in northwest Syria last month and immediately joined
Jaysh al-Izza, a formerly US-backed Syrian rebel

group active in the north of Hama province and parts
of Idlib.

‘My home’ 
He spent one month in a rebel training camp near the

Bab al-Hawa crossing with Turkey, where life was gov-
erned by strict routine. He woke up early every day for
military drills, which consisted of diving through burning
tires, jumping over cement blocks and shuffling across
trenches. He also sat for classes in religion and ethics. His
unit was named after Abdel-Basset Al-Sarout, a Syrian
goalkeeper turned opposition fighter who died last month
of wounds sustained in battle against regime forces. 

The group consists mainly of fresh recruits spurred
into joining rebel ranks by the latest flare up in Syria’s
northwest, said Mustafa Bakour, a rebel commander.
“Each one of these men has a story,” he told AFP from
the camp. With training now over, Naeemi said the
“hard part” is behind him. Looking back, he said he has
no regrets.  “I liked Germany and considered it as my
home but there is nowhere like my country Syria,” he
said. “I don’t regret my decision, I did not return for
money or wealth. If money was the goal, I would have
stayed in Germany.” — AFP 

Unity against 
Trump won’t 
mask Dem rifts 

US Democrats presented a united front last week
after Donald Trump’s coarse attacks on progres-
sive lawmakers, but the solidarity masks deep fis-

sures in the party as it moves toward choosing a 2020
presidential nominee. From the most liberal quarters to
the centrists, Democrats circled the political wagons and
trained their outrage on Trump for his bullying of a quar-
tet of ethnic minority congresswomen whom he said
should “go back” to other countries if they hate America.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi rushed to the defense of
her more liberal colleagues, pushing a resolution through
the divided chamber that rejected Trump’s “racist com-
ments that have legitimized fear and hatred of new
Americans and people of color”. But the party has splin-
tered on several fronts, notably economic policies includ-
ing healthcare and the trillion-dollar Green New Deal,
and issues like immigration and how to care for detainees
at the border.

The four increasingly powerful congresswomen tar-
geted by Trump - Ilhan Omar, Rashida Tlaib, Ayanna
Pressley and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, collectively
known as “the Squad” - are unapologetic in seeking to
pull their party leftward. The quartet - all US citizens and
all but one born in America - openly call for Trump’s
impeachment and accuse him of enflaming racial and eth-
nic tensions. “They’re so angry,” a pugnacious Trump
said during a campaign rally Wednesday in North

Carolina. When he escalated his attacks on Omar, a for-
mer refugee born in Somalia, the crowd broke into
chants of “send her back!”

‘Class warfare’ 
Democrats are highlighting the need to defeat Trump

next year, but the party is experiencing friction as candi-
dates position themselves in a crowded field. Some of the
more liberal policy platforms, including a universal health
care plan known as Medicare for All, have been
embraced by Democratic candidates including progres-
sives Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders. Candidates
in the centrist lanes are warning that drifting too far left-
ward will alienate moderate voters and make it more dif-
ficult to oust Trump in 2020.

“Those folks are engaging in class warfare, promising
everything for free, running on things like Medicare for
All which is not good policy,” moderate candidate John
Delaney, a former congressman and longshot for the
Democratic nomination, told CNN Friday. “If we do that
we’re going to put Trump on a glide path to re-election.”
Republicans have already seized on the Democratic dus-
tups, the aggressive activism of the Squad, and the left-
ward tilt of the party to frame the 2020 contest in stark
ideological terms. “This is about socialism versus free-
dom,” top House Republican Kevin McCarthy told
reporters this week.

As Trump exploits the divides and appeals to his con-
servative, largely white base, race remains a flashpoint
for Democrats. Senator Kamala Harris, who is black, wal-
loped fellow presidential candidate and former vice
president Joe Biden during a televised debate last month
over his cooperation with segregationist senators in the
1970s. Even as party leaders consider how to keep their
agenda as non-threatening as possible for business inter-
ests and middle-of-the-road voters, sensitive debates

over issues like reparations for slavery have emerged,
with the potential to unsettle independents or disgrun-
tled Trump supporters. 

Kitchen table issues 
Looming over the coming months is where the party

will take its efforts to impeach Trump. A liberal lawmaker
forced a vote on advancing impeachment proceedings
this week, and though it failed, it did receive 95
Democratic votes. Pelosi, less ideologically liberal than
the Squad, has made her current opposition to impeach-
ment clear, preferring to let House investigations of
Trump and his administration continue.

The position of the most powerful elected woman in
US history stands at odds with the Squad, and the ten-
sions spilled into the open recently. “Pelosi claims we
can’t focus on impeachment because it’s a distraction
from kitchen table issues,” tweeted Saikat Chakrabarti,
Ocasio-Cortez’s chief of staff. “But I’d challenge you to
find voters that can name a single thing House Democrats
have done for their kitchen table this year,” he added.
“What is this legislative mastermind doing?”

The public infighting prompted handwringing from
some Democrats, while others dismissed it as healthy
debate about America’s future. “At least we have the
courage to stand up and have the discussion in pub-
l ic ,”  Sue Dvorsky, a former chair  of  the Iowa
Democratic Party, told AFP. “I’d rather be divided over
how fast and far to go covering sick people with insur-
ance than unified behind the cowardice of this con-
stant Republican trope they say in private that they’re
horrified” by Trump’s aggressive remarks, but defend
him in public. When a Democratic nominee eventually
emerges, he or she will be uniquely situated to “bring
the threads of this conversation together” and go after
Trump, she said. — AFP 

Mohammad Al-Naeemi, a Syrian rebel fighter who returned from exile in Germany to join a rebel group, checks his phone next to a tank in a rebel training camp near the Bab al-
Hawa crossing between Idlib province and Turkey on July 18, 2019. — AFP 

From Berlin to barracks: Syrian rebel returns 

Washington Watch

Battle for change 
far from over for 
women in Sudan

She may have spent 40 days in jail for
demonstrating against president
Omar Al-Bashir who has since been

toppled but activist Amani Osmane says the
battle for women’s rights in Sudan is far
from over. Women have been at the fore-
front of the revolt which led to Bashir’s
overthrow by the military on April 11 after
three decades of iron-fisted rule. Osmane,
who is also a lawyer, was detained on the
evening of January 12 and escorted to “the
fridge”, a grim room where interrogations
are paired with extreme cold. “There are no
windows, nothing, just air conditioning at
full blast and the lights on 24/7,” she told
AFP.

The fridge is part of a detention centre
run by the all-powerful National
Intelligence and Security Service (NISS) in

a building on the Blue Nile that runs
through Khartoum. Dozens of activists and
political opponents of Bashir’s regime have
passed through what NISS agents cynical-
ly refer to as “the hotel”. Osmane, who
spent 40 days behind bars after a frigid
seven hours of questioning, said she was
arrested “contrary to all laws... because I
stand up for women in a country where
they have no rights”.

Another activist, Salwa Mohamed, 21,
took part each day in protests at a camp
outside the army headquarters in central
Khartoum that became the epicentre of
the anti-Bashir revolt. Her aim was “to
have the voice of women heard” in a
Muslim country where she “cannot go out
alone, study abroad or dress the way I
want”.

Student Alaa Salah emerged as a
singing symbol of the protest movement
after a picture of her in a white robe lead-
ing chanting crowds from atop a car went
viral on social media. Portraits of Salah -
dubbed “Kandaka”, or Nubian queen,
online - have sprouted on murals across
Khartoum, paying tribute to the prominent
role played by women in the revolt.

‘We will no longer wait’ 
Unrest which has gripped Sudan since

bread riots in December that led to the
anti-Bashir uprising left scores dead.
Doctors linked to the protest movement
say that 246 people have been killed since
the nationwide uprising erupted, including
127 people on June 3 when armed men
raided the protest camp in Khartoum. On
Wednesday, protesters and the generals
who took over from Bashir finally inked a
deal that aims to install a civilian adminis-
tration, a key demand of demonstrators
since his fall three months ago.

The accord stipulates that a new transi-
tional ruling body be established, com-
prised of six civilians and five military rep-
resentatives. A general will head the ruling
body during the first 21 months of a transi-
tion, followed by a civilian for the remain-
ing 18 months, according to the framework
agreement. “We will no longer wait for our
rights, we will fight to obtain them,” said
Osmane, stressing that women wanted 40
percent of seats in parliament.

Amira Altijani, a professor of English at
the all-female Ahfad University in
Omdurman, Khartoum’s twin city, said: “This

movement is an opportunity for women to
have their voice heard.” For Osmane, Bashir
“hijacked” sharia laws for three decades to
oppress women. “But a new Sudan is rising,
with a civilian government that will allow
equality,” she said. — AFP 

Amani Osmane


