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WASHINGTON: Tania Joya has devoted her
life to “reprogramming” extremists and rein-
troducing them into society - a process she
understands well as a “former Islamic jihadist”
herself. “My aim is for them to feel a sense of
remorse and to train them so that they can be
good citizens once they are released from
prison, so they can adjust to society,” Joya
said during a visit to Washington, to present a
project on preventing extremist violence.

Born in 1984 near London to a Muslim
Bangladeshi family, Joya grew up confronted
by racism and the struggles of integration. She
radicalized at age 17, after the September 11
terror attacks in New York and Osama bin
Laden’s call for a global jihad.

In 2004, she married an American Muslim-
convert, Yahya al-Bahrumi (born John
Georgelas). She began advocating for an
Islamic state, for which her three children
would be soldiers. But in 2013, her husband
took her and their children against her will to
northwestern Syria to join jihadist insurgents.
Joya reported her husband to US authorities
and, after three weeks, fled Syria to the United
States. Joya settled in Texas, her husband’s
home state. There, she rejected Islam and
changed her life, divorced and re-married.

Re-programming, giving them hope 
Yahya, her first husband, joined the Islamic

State group, which would soon control large
swathes of territory in Syria and Iraq. He was

in charge of the group’s English-language
propaganda, and Joya said he became the
“highest-ranking American” in the IS group.
He died in 2017 during fighting in Mayadin, in
northern Syria, as the so-called IS “caliphate”
crumbled. However this created a new prob-
lem - Western jihadists or their spouses and
children wanting to come home.

Joya realized that she had something to
offer. “It’s really important to de-radicalize
them, rehabilitate” these people, she said. “It’s
reprogramming them and giving them a sense
of hope in the political process.” It’s also
important to “get them to understand the psy-
chology and the patterns... what led them to
extremism,” understanding “the rejection
many in the US and Europe faced growing up
there, the cultural conflict, the crisis they went
through,” she said.

“Once it’s all explained to them, very logi-
cally, they will accept it just as I did.” Joya
favors repatriating foreign rebels from the
Middle East so they can be judged in their
countries of origin. While that is the US policy,
many European countries such as France are
wary of taking in the jihadists. In May and
June, 11 French nationals were sentenced to
die in Iraq for their affiliation to IS.

Joya has campaigned for the return of
Shamima Begum, who joined the jihadist
group when she was just 15 but now wants to
return home to Britain. However Begum’s lack
of remorse has turned public opinion against

her, and the British government stripped her
of her citizenship in February. Kurdish-run
camps in northeast Syria have taken in some
12,000 foreign fighters from 40 different
countries, including 4,000 women and 8,000
children whose fathers are jihadists.

‘Inoculation’ against indoctrination
Countries with jihadists stranded in

refugee camps  “are responsible for these
individuals,” said Joya. “We can’t just push
them off to the Middle East, to the Kurdish
people... the abuses they’re facing in these
camps are only confirming their beliefs of rad-
icalization.” Joya is participating in the
Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) program
organized by the Clarion Program, a US non-
profit dedicated to educating people “about
the growing phenomenon of Islamic extrem-
ism,” according to its website. 

The PVE program provides “communica-
tion models” that offer “workshops for youth
so that before a child is even indoctrinated or
introduced to radical ideologies, they’ve really
been inoculated” against religious and ideo-
logical extremism, said national program
coordinator Shireen Qudosi. “That goes from
gangs, to radical ideologies: antifa, neo-Nazi
groups, Islamist extremism,” she said.

IS ‘sniper’ charged 
In another development, a naturalized

American who was a sniper for the Islamic

State group has been charged in New York
with material support for a terror group after
being captured in Syria and repatriated to the
United States, the Justice Department
announced Friday. Kazakhstan-born Ruslan

Maratovich Asainov fought for the Islamic
State in Syria for five years before he was
captured by the Syrian Democratic Forces
and handed over to US custody, the depart-
ment said. — AFP
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BERLIN: Germany paid tribute yesterday to Claus von
Stauffenberg and others who sought to assassinate
Adolf Hitler 75 years ago, a plot that was recognized
only belatedly but which a resurgent far-right is now
seeking to expropriate. In the attempt on July 20, 1944,
Stauffenberg and other high-ranking conspirators
within the Nazi regime sought to kill Hitler at his Wolf’s
Lair headquarters. 

The plot was to seize control of the regime and make
peace with Western allies to end World War II. But
Hitler survived the bombing and Stauffenberg and other
key figures in Operation Valkyrie were executed the
same night. Chancellor Angela Merkel underlined the
importance of remembering this anniversary, at a time
when far-right forces are once again gaining ground
with their nationalist line. “This day is a reminder to us,
not only of those who acted on July 20, but also of
everyone who stood up against Nazi rule,” she said in
her weekly podcast. “We are likewise obliged today to
oppose all tendencies that seek to destroy democracy.
That includes right-wing extremism.”

‘Coward’ or hero? 
Stauffenberg and his Operation Valkyrie was

brought to the big screen in 2008 when Tom Cruise
played the former count as a hero who led an act of
resistance against Hitler and his deadly regime. But at
home, the verdict on Stauffenberg is more mixed, with
some critics branding him a committed Nazi who only
changed sides when it was clear that Hitler was going
to lose the war. In the aftermath of World War II, some
in then West Germany - where former Nazis had
assumed key positions in the new democratic country -
also viewed him as a traitor. Kurt Salterberg, a soldier
at Wolf’s Lair when the attempt took place, recalled
that “the troops’ condemnation of Stauffenberg was
unanimous” then. “We thought he was a coward who
didn’t use a pistol but a bomb so that he could get out
unscathed,” Salterberg told the Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung in an interview.

In fact, hundreds of resistance fighters who were
executed over their involvement in the plot were also
only given due recognition in 2009, when their murders
were finally branded an injustice by the court, said
Johannes Tuchel, who heads the German Resistance
Memorial, in a commentary for TAZ daily. With the lin-
gering ambiguity on Stauffenberg’s legacy, far-right
forces, including the AfD party whose leader has down-
played the Nazi era as a “speck of birdpoo”, have
claimed to be the inheritors of the heroic act.

The anti-immigrant Alternative for Germany, which
is now the biggest opposition party in parliament, has
repeatedly used the word “resistance” to characterize
its battle against mainstream parties today. “The calcu-
lation of the new right, the AfD and the(far-right move-
ment) Identitarians is clear: to portray themselves as
victims of the ‘chancellor-dictator’, to see a ‘dictator-
ship’ in a free country, and to gain legitimacy for their
own political activities by making the reference to
political activities,” said Tuchel. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: Tania Joya, the ex-wife of a senior leader for the Islamic State, speaks during
an interview with AFP about her experience and the Preventing Violent Extremism Training,
at the National Press Club in Washington, DC. — AFP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel (left) and
inspector General of the German Armed Forces
Bundeswehr Eberhard Zorn stand in front of the memorial
plaque after laying a wreath of flowers during the memo-
rial ceremony for the 75th anniversary of the attempted
assassination of Adolf Hitler. — AFP 

Netanyahu makes 
history as Israel’s 
longest-serving PM
JERUSALEM: Benjamin Netanyahu yesterday surpassed
founding father David Ben-Gurion as Israel’s longest-serv-
ing prime minister, having notched up a list of diplomatic
and economic successes but with right-wing leadership
many see as deeply divisive. The 69-year-old Netanyahu
have been Israel’s prime minister for a total of 4,876 days,
over 13 years, according to a calculation by the Israel
Democracy Institute think tank.

He was first at the helm between 1996-1999, and then
again since 2009. His latest apparent victory in April elec-
tions turned sour after he failed to form a coalition govern-
ment and opted to move towards new elections instead. He
faces the new general election on September 17 while
under threat of possible corruption charges in the months
ahead, including for allegedly receiving pricey cigars and
champagne in return for favors.

Netanyahu’s legion of supporters in Israel point to what
they see as his effective management of a small country in a
volatile region, a series of diplomatic breakthroughs and
the country’s growing economy. His many critics say he has
demonized political opponents and Israel’s Arab minority
by embracing populism and has too often put his personal

ambitions above the long-term good of the country.
He has sought to sideline Israel’s continuing occupation

of Palestinian territory and has been backed in that strate-
gy by US President Donald Trump’s administration, which
has swung American policy firmly in Israel’s favor. In tan-
dem, Netanyahu has tried to leverage the common con-
cerns of Israel and Gulf Arab states about Iran into
improved ties in the region - and has had some success.

He has never been at a loss for words in describing what
he sees as his achievements. “We’ve proven that Israel can
be turned from a small country that is situated in the corner
of the Middle East into a major power in the world,” he told
the strongly pro-Netanyahu Israel Hayom newspaper in an
interview this week. The popular image of the man he is
now surpassing in some ways stands in sharp contrast to
that of “Bibi”, Netanyahu’s nickname since childhood.

‘Always beyond reproach’
Ben-Gurion, who led the socialist Mapai party that

declared Israel’s independence in 1948, lived a spartan
lifestyle that reflected his generation’s sense of mission,
said Peter Medding of Hebrew University in Jerusalem and
whose books include “The Founding of Israeli Democracy
1948-1967”. “They saw themselves as committed to the
communal good,” said Medding. War with Israel’s Arab
neighbors surrounded the founding of the state, and the
political establishment realized that “unless the collective
interest gets looked after, promoted and strengthened,
there’ll be no individual interests”, he added.

Netanyahu, the son of a historian clearly mindful of his
legacy, has in the past compared himself to Ben-Gurion,

though the two emerged from two different strains of
Israeli ideology. Comparing the two is tough both due to
their very different eras and Ben-Gurion’s heroic stature,
said Shmuel Sandler, a political science professor emeritus
from Bar-Ilan University near Tel Aviv. 

“A founding father is always beyond reproach,” he said.
But one trait that Netanyahu does share with Ben-Gurion
is a sense of history, said Sandler. “They both have a his-
toric point of view,” he said, noting Ben-Gurion’s self-doc-
umentation in diaries and Netanyahu’s allusions to history
and historic events in his speeches. One of Netanyahu’s
main agendas has been preventing Iran from obtaining
nuclear weapons. That in some ways also links the two
leaders, Sandler said. — AFP

Heat wave gripping 
eastern, central US 
NEW YORK: A massive heat wave that has enveloped the
US Midwest pushed into the Northeast on Friday, ushering
in temperatures that could top 100 degrees Fahrenheit in
Washington and prompting utilities to take steps to pre-
vent power outages. The huge blob of warm air is likely to
blanket the region, home to a third of the US population,
through today with little overnight relief, said meteorolo-
gist David Roth of the National Weather Service’s Weather
Prediction Center.

“There are 124 million people under a heat advisory or
excessive heat warning - that’s a third of the population,”
Roth said. As of Friday, the heat wave sprawled from
Kansas to the Atlantic Coast, and from South Carolina
north to Maine. It was expected to intensify today.

Utilities in the eastern half of the United States expect
to have enough resources to meet power demand on
Friday but asked consumers to turn down air conditioners
to avoid putting stress on the system, which could cause
outages. “I’m very confident,” Consolidated Edison Inc
President Tim Cawley said when asked at a news confer-
ence if the utility, which serves New York City, could
quickly respond to any outages in the country’s most pop-
ulous city. He said 4,000 employees were poised to work
12-hour shifts over the weekend.

On Saturday, parts of Manhattan lost power for hours,
darkening Broadway theaters, halting subways and closing
restaurants and shops in a partial blackout blamed on a
faulty piece of equipment. Early on Friday, as the heat
intensified in downtown Madison, Wisconsin, 11,600

homes and businesses lost power after fires erupted at two
substations near the state capitol. 

With temperatures forecast to hit 93F (34C) later in the
day, Governor Tony Evers asked nonessential state work-
ers to stay home. By midafternoon, power had been
restored to all but about 3,500 customers, according to
Madison Gas and Electric. On the East Coast, tempera-
tures on Friday were forecast to reach near 100F (38C) in
Washington, 97F (36C) in Philadelphia and 91F (33C) in
New York, where it would feel more like 110F (43C) with
high humidity, Roth said.

On Saturday, the forecast called for 99F (37C) in New
York and Philadelphia and 100F (38C) in Washington.
Much the same was in the forecast for today. “It’s crazy,”
said Fonik Bitaly, 28, who was entering his sixth hour of
work dressed as a costumed character, Batman, in New
York City’s Times Square. “It’s really, really hard to be out-
side right now. You need to drink lots of water or you’ll be
in serious trouble.”

The dangers posed by extreme heat and humidity
prompted officials to scrap outdoor competitions,
including horse races at Saratoga Race Course in
upstate New York and today’s New York City Triathlon.
“As soon as you get outside, it’s like ‘Boom!’ said Loig
Loury, 32, who moved to New York from Paris last year.
“The heat attacks you.”

To keep cool during past heat waves, suburban children
typically ran under lawn sprinklers and city kids frolicked
in the spray of fire hydrants, but the New York City Fire
Department warned that special spray caps that firehouses
hand out should be used to avoid creating a hazard. “If you
open a fire hydrant without these caps, you endanger your
neighbors because the water pressure drops and our fire-
fighters are not able to fight fires,” FDNY Commissioner
Daniel Nigro wrote on social media. — Reuters

Kosovo PM quits
after being called 
to Hague 
PRISTINA: Kosovo’s prime minister said he was resigning
because he had been called to a war crimes court in The
Hague to answer prosecutors’ questions related to
Kosovo’s violent independence struggle two decades ago.
“The reason for this decision is because of a call I have
received to be interviewed by a specialist chamber as a
suspect,” Ramush Haradinaj said, his eyes welling in tears
as he spoke to reporters after a government session. “Now
the responsibility is to the president to start consultations
and to announce an early election date,” he said, adding he
would travel to The Hague next week.

Haradinaj, a former guerrilla commander, has always
denied any wrongdoing and said he is ready to face any
accusations. The Specialist Chamber was set up in 2015 to
try ex-Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) guerrillas for
alleged atrocities in the war of 1998-99 that led to inde-
pendence from Serbia. Haradinaj’s resignation will cause
further delays in troubled normalization talks between
Kosovo and Serbia. 

They have been frozen since November 2018 when
Kosovo introduced a 100 percent trade tariffs on all prod-
ucts made in Serbia. Asked about Haradinaj’s case,
Christopher Bennet, the spokesman for the prosecutor,
told Reuters: “Rule 30 states that I have an obligation to
protect the privacy of every individual. I cannot confirm
anything.” The chamber in The Hague is governed by
Kosovo law, but staffed by international judges and prose-
cutors. It is funded by the European Union, which both
Kosovo and Serbia hope to join.

The court sits in the Dutch city partly to help ensure
protection of witnesses. Previous cases involving high-
ranking former KLA officers have seen witness intimida-
tion. This is the second time Hardinaj has resigned as prime
minister. In 2005 he was indicted by the United Nations
War Crimes Tribunal for former Yugoslavia. He was tried
and acquitted twice by that court. Kosovo President
Hashim Thaci said he respected Haradinaj’s decision and
would consult with political parties on forming another
government or holding snap elections. “I believe in the
purity of the war of the Kosovo Liberation Army and I
believe in the high moral values of the soldiers who fought
for freedom,” Thaci said in a statement. One of his own
advisers was also called for questioning in The Hague, he
added. Kosovo war veterans organizations say more than
50 ex-KLA guerrillas had been questioned as witnesses or
suspects in atrocities against Serbs during the 1998-99
conflict, but that none had been indicted to date. Thaci and
parliament speaker Kadri Veseli are also ex-KLA com-
manders and local media say they could also be sum-
moned to The Hague for questioning. — Reuters
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NEW YORK: People cool down at a fountain on Washington Square Park in New York. — AFP 


