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4 killed as protests 
spread in southern 
Ethiopian city
ADDIS ABABA: Four people have died
of gunshot wounds in the southern
Ethiopian city of Hawassa, where pro-
testers have been demanding the estab-
lishment of a breakaway state, a hospital
executive said yesterday. Security forces
carried out arrests as violence spread to
districts outside the regional capital on a
second day of protests, state media
reported. 

The Sidama, the largest ethnic group
in the southern region, have been agitat-
ing for their own semi-autonomous state,
posing the latest political challenge to
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.
Expectations had been high that they
would unilaterally declare their own
region on Thursday.

Ethiopia is already partitioned into
nine semi-autonomous regions. The con-
stitution requires the government to
organize a referendum for any ethnic
group that wants to form a new entity
within a year of them requesting it. The
SLM, which has been leading calls for
the new state, accepted government
demands for a delay pending a plebiscite
before the end of the year. But other
parties were unhappy and protests
erupted Thursday.

Sidama activists have accused the

security forces of opening fire on pro-
testers who set tyres alight and lobbed
stones. “There are four people dead,
three men and one woman,” said Zinaw
Serniso, general manager of the Hawassa
Referral Hospital. One of the victims had
been shot in the head while another was
shot in the stomach. Three of the victims
died on Thursday, while the fourth, a
woman, was admitted and died on Friday
from injuries believed to have been sus-
tained the previous day.

Regional police commissioner
Tewodros Woldemichael told state-affili-
ated Fana Broadcasting Corporate that
police were arresting people who had
participated in violence. He acknowl-
edged that unrest had spread outside the
city. “Efforts are underway to put under
control the violence which started in
Hawassa and later spread to the neigh-
boring Sidama woredas (district),” he
said. Hawassa residents said the city was
calm Friday but that protests and clashes
with security forces continued on the
outskirts. 

Desalegne Mesa, a spokesman for the
Sidama Liberation Movement, said party
members in and around Hawassa had
reported 19 deaths in total, though that
number could not be independently veri-
fied. Desalegne called on the government
to reduce the security presence in the
Sidama region. In addition to regional
and federal police, soldiers from the
Ethiopian military have been patrolling
the streets of Hawassa. It is unclear who
has been shooting protesters. 

‘Brutal killings’ 
“The community is angry because of the

delays of the government to answer their
constitutional question,” Desalegne said.
“The community has to remain stable and
tolerant, and we’ll see what the government
does to solve this problem in a constitution-
al way. It’s not good to solve problems by
force.” Tessema Elias, a law professor at
Hawassa University and an activist pushing
for the formation of a new state, said a
group of around five prominent Sidama
activists had been arrested Friday. He said
the activists had been trying to convene a

meeting to calm the population, and warned
that their arrests could exacerbate tensions.

“There is a lot of misinformation going
around,” Tessema said. “People are not
informed and there are a lot of exaggera-
tions. I am getting a lot of reports of very
brutal killings but I cannot give an exact
number.” The Sidama issue is the latest
headache for Abiy. He has gained high
marks abroad for his drive to reform the
nation after decades of iron-fisted rule. But
change in this highly diverse country has
also helped to fuel ethnic violence, displac-
ing more than two million people. —AFP

AWASA: Youth from the Sidama ethnic group, the largest in southern Ethiopia, ride
in the back of a truck at Hawassa city during celebrations over plans by local eld-
ers to declare the establishment of a breakaway region for the Sidama later this
week. —AFP

Erdogan faces 
a new threat:
Former allies
ANKARA: Following losses in key cities
this year, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan now risks losing more
voters as former allies stick their head
above the parapet and appear to be on
the verge of creating new parties.
Former Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu
and ex-economy minister Ali Babacan
have both made statements this month
criticizing Turkey’s current trajectory
under Erdogan.

Rumors have swirled in Ankara for
months that Babacan and Davutoglu may
establish their own political parties to
challenge the Islamic-rooted AKP that
has dominated Turkish politics this cen-
tury.  On July 8, Babacan, who is credited
with overseeing Turkey’s economic
boom during the AKP’s first decade in
power, dealt the first blow when he
resigned from the party.

He claimed Turkey needed a “new
vision” and cited “deep differences” over
policy, hinting a new party - or “new
effort” - was “inevitable”. With double-
digit inflation, slower growth and a
weakened lira, many hope Babacan will
be the answer to Turkey’s economic
woes and an alternative to Erdogan. Ten
days after Babacan, Davutoglu gave an
interview broadcast live online in which

he appeared to suggest he would be
ready to set up a new party. Erdogan has
downplayed the threat but also warned
Babacan against splitting the “ummah” -
using the Arabic word for the Muslim
community.

Experts say the president will not
quietly accept these challenges.
“Erdogan is likely to combat any threat
he sees to his personalized rule,” said
Lisel Hintz, assistant professor of inter-
national relations at Johns Hopkins
University. She pointed to the jailing of
Kurdish leader Selahattin Demirtas who
had vehemently opposed Erdogan, and
the ongoing trials of civil society leaders
and AKP opponents. Turkey has been to
the polls eight times in just five years,
but now any new party will have poten-
tially until the next elections in 2023 to
create momentum and attract voters.

Erdogan’s disappointment 
When he announced he was standing

down as prime minister in 2016 after two
years, Davutoglu vowed never to criti-
cize Erdogan in public. That promise lay
in tatters this week as he spoke online
for three hours, saying he would remain
within the AKP for now, but that: “If
there is no other option, a (new) party
must be set up.”

For now, it appears unlikely that
Davutoglu will join forces with other split-
ters from the AKP, having been a fairly
divisive figure himself in the past.
However, there have been reports that for-
mer president and co-founder of the AKP,
Abdullah Gul, could act as an “honorary

chairman” to a party led by Babacan. It
had been mooted that Gul would run
against Erdogan in last year’s presidential
elections, but he never came forward.

Erdogan criticized Babacan after his
resignation, saying they disagreed over
many issues, including interest rates,
which the president controversially
believes must be kept low to reduce
inflation. When asked if he was disap-
pointed by Babacan, Davutoglu and Gul,
Erdogan responded with evident exas-
peration: “For the love of Allah, should
this question be asked? If one is not dis-
appointed with them, who would one be

disappointed with?” But he said previ-
ous MPs had left the party and been
largely forgotten.

Tackling the economy
The AKP came to power after the

Turkish economy suffered a severe
financial crisis in 2001, and needed an
International Monetary Fund loan to
emerge from the embers. Eighteen years
later, Turkey is again in an economic
slump. Inflation is at 15.7 percent, the
rate of unemployment is 13 percent while
the economy contracted by 2.6 percent
in the first quarter of 2019. —AFP

ANKARA: Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) prays next to a Turkish
soldier wearing a ottoman uniform during a third anniversary commemoration ral-
ly at the Ataturk International Airport in Istanbul. —AFP

US offers $7 million to 
find Hezbollah’s agent 
BUENOS AIRES: The United States on Friday offered a
$7 million reward to find a Hezbollah operative accused of
masterminding a deadly 1994 attack on a Jewish center in
Buenos Aires, as Secretary of State Mike Pompeo sought
to unite Latin American nations against the militants.
Pompeo visited to mark the 25th anniversary of
Argentina’s deadliest attack, lighting a candle at the site
of the Argentine Israelite Mutual Association where a
plaque lists the names of the 85 dead.

“They were killed by members of a terrorist group,
Hezbollah, and had help that day from Iran,” Pompeo told
a remembrance ceremony, saying that Iran’s elite
Revolutionary Guards provided “logistical support and
funding.” “We have not forgotten, and we never will,” said
Pompeo, who was joined by Latin American government
ministers in Buenos Aires for counter-terrorism talks.

The United States offered $7 million to find alleged
perpetrator Salman Raouf Salman and imposed sanctions
on him, in tandem with Argentina’s announcement that it
was designating Hezbollah as a terrorist group. Ariel
Eichbaum, president of the Jewish center known by its
Spanish acronym AMIA, said  responsibility for the attack
lay with Hezbollah and Iran, the primary sponsor of the
Lebanese Shiite Muslim militant movement.

Eichbaum asked all countries to “help us find those
responsible and bring them to justice.” After 25 years, no
one has been brought to trial and the case has been
bogged down in Argentina amid allegations of political
interference and high-level corruption. Iran and Hezbollah
both deny responsibility for the attack, and persistent
skeptics have questioned the motivation. Hezbollah was
also accused of carrying out a deadly attack two years
earlier against the Israeli embassy.

The United States is encouraging Latin American
countries to follow its lead in aggressively designating
groups or individuals as terrorists, as demonstrated by
Argentina’s action. “In the face of a global threat like
Hezbollah, it is every sovereign nation’s obligation and
responsibility to comply with sanctions designed to keep
all of us safe,” Pompeo said as he opened the talks with
fellow ministers. “Solidarity is the antidote to the terror
threat,” he said. —AFP

CAPE TOWN: Convoys of armoured vehicles and soldiers with
assault rifles are patrolling gang-ridden streets in some suburbs
of Cape Town as authorities seek to quell escalating violence
that has killed hundreds of people this year. Residents who gath-
ered in Manenberg and Hanover Park to watch as soldiers assist-
ed police on Thursday afternoon welcomed the new deployment
to an area that officials liken to a war zone.  But by Friday morn-
ing, the troops had moved on, leaving many uncertain about
what to expect next. “The army is a good thing for now, but
when they are gone the gang fights will start again,” said Nizaam
Sharmar, a 32-year-old construction worker. Far from popular
Cape Town tourist attractions, such as Robben Island and Table
Mountain, a life-and-death battle is raging in the vast region
known as the Cape Flats. 

Bloodshed over the past seven
months in mainly poor black and
mixed-race areas has killed more
than 2,000 people, almost half
gang-related, in a city of 4 million,
Western Cape provincial officials
have said. Community activists say
an increase in the availability of
illegal firearms is a factor. Charges
have been brought against some
police officers accused of diverting
weapons to criminal gangs.

Experts also point to a failure
by authorities to address deep-seated poverty that persists in
many black and mixed-race areas 25 years after white minority
rule ended. “In Cape Town alone there are around 350,000 kids
on the streets who are not in school, not in jobs, and they are
causing trouble,” said Don Pinnock, a criminologist at the
University of Cape Town. “And then the syndicates come in and
say we’ll pay you so much to distribute these things, to protect
this area, take out those guys.”

‘It’s just about death’
In the Cape Flats, a patchwork of apartheid-era townships

and working class suburbs, high unemployment and drug abuse
fuel a violent gang culture. Graffiti from street gangs with names
such as the “Hard Living Kids” and “Young Americans” is

daubed on walls in the area, where rows of council flats house
families amid a tangle of washing lines strung up with clothing. 

Groups of young men, many with visible gang or prison tat-
toos, stand on street corners. “If you here, then it’s just about
death and innocent people dying,” said Dawn Pieters, whose 17-
year-old son Trevor was shot dead by unknown assailants in
Manenberg on June 2. “I don’t know even how that gangster that
shoots an innocent person feels ... Do they even have hearts?”

Pieters was leaving a friend’s home when shots rang out from
a nearby shop, where her son had gone to buy sweets before
watching a replay of his favorite team Liverpool contesting the
Champions League final. The motive for the killing is not known.
Pieters said her son, one of five children, was not affiliated with

any gangs. “He didn’t do anything
to nobody, that is the tragedy of it
all,” she said, tears welling in her
eyes. Stray bullets frequently kill
innocent bystanders, police and
residents said. Others are shot as
part of gang initiations.

“Life is very cheap here in
Manenberg. People get killed for
nothing, for a packet of Tik,” local
entrepreneur Shafiek Charles said
of the popular methamphetamine
drug, which can sell for as little as
20 rand ($1.44). “For the children

and youth, it is not easy,” said Soraya Samson, a mother of two
teenagers who lives four doors down from two drug dens and a
known gangster’s home. “When you come out of your gate you
must always look - is it quiet or what is going on?” Lameez
Jordaan recalled hearing gunshots in her street late one night.

“We just heard BANG, and I told my daughter to get down
on the floor,” she said. “When we came upstairs, we saw the bul-
let hole in the window. It went through the curtain and into the
cupboard door.” In Mitchell’s Plain, parents wearing yellow vests
have banded together to escort children to and from school.
“They are protecting our kids from elements like gangsters,”
said Glenda Arendse, who coordinates the initiative dubbed “the
walking bus”. “Time after time they get robbed by gangsters or
mugged, by taking off their phones.”

A last resort
In November, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa

launched a new specialised anti-gang unit in Cape Town in a bid
to curb gangland killings, but there has been limited success.
“The army was really the last resort, and we didn’t call for it light-
ly,” said Albert Fritz, the provincial minister responsible for com-
munity safety. “But we’ve seen the escalation of people dying.”
The South African National Defense Force said last Friday it
would deploy a battalion with support elements to communities
in the Cape Flats, including the shantytown of Philippi, where

almost a dozen people were killed earlier this month. “Innocent
people are being shot and we need drastic change, but it’s just
like they showing their faces and then leaving,” said 28-year-old
mother of two Ledgeme, who did not want to give her full name
Friday for fear of reprisals. Army spokesman Brigadier General
Mafi Mgobozi said troops had moved to Khayelitsha on Friday,
the largest black shantytown in Cape Town. In Khayelitsha, tens
of thousands of people live cheek by jowl in a squalid sea of
shacks - unnumbered homes on nameless streets, perfect condi-
tions for criminals and a nightmare for police. —Reuters

Entrenched gang culture fuelling killings l Poor communities under siege

Far from Cape Town tourist 
sites, gangland battle rages

CAPE TOWN: A convoy of South African National Defense Force drive through a street close to
Manenberg in Cape Town. South African soldiers started on July 18, 2019 to patrol in Cape Town’s crime-
ridden townships under a deployment ordered by the government to counter a surge of shootings, gang
violence and murders. —AFP

Soldiers called 
in to help with 

Cape gangs

US sanctions 4 
Iraqis for abuses 
and corruption
WASHINGTON: The United States has sanctioned two
Iraqi militia leaders and two former governors for human
rights abuses and corruption. The sanctions target any
property they own or have an interest in that is within
the United States or under the control of “US persons,”
as well as “any entities” in which they have a 50 percent
or greater stake, the Treasury Department said.

Ahmed Al-Juburi, the former governor of Iraq’s
Salaheddin province, was sanctioned over corruption
and has also “been known to protect his personal inter-
ests by accommodating Iran-backed proxies,” Treasury
said in a statement. The two militia leaders, Rayan Al-
Kildani and Waad Qado - the former a Christian and
the latter a member of the Shabak minority - were both
sanctioned over “serious human rights abuse” by them
or their organizations.

Treasury cited a video circulated in May 2018 in
which Kildani “cut off the ear of a handcuffed
detainee,” and said that his forces have “systematically
looted homes” and “reportedly illegally seized and sold
agricultural land.” —AFP


