
L o c a l Sunday, July 21, 2019

3

Kuwaiti newspaper managers’
percentage cut down to 15 percent

Authority adjusts Kuwaitis’ hiring percentage for secretary and executive jobs in private sector
KUWAIT: Newspapers are now only required to make
sure that 15 percent of management are Kuwaitis after a
new decision cut the mandatory percentage by half. On
the other hand, the hiring percentage of Kuwaitis as
managers was increased for most business sectors in the
private sector, according to the new rule which Al-Qabas
daily published recently.

The Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) released a
decision recently adjusting percentages of Kuwaiti man-
power in private sector estab-
lishments based on the eco-
nomic activity and main profes-
sion, particularly the secretary
job item, which was merged
with the executive job descrip-
tion, making this item relatively
the highest compared to other
five categories.

The decision divided per-
centages of Kuwaiti labor in the
private sector into five main
categories distributed over 30
types of economic and professional activities. There was
a notable increase in the percentages where the private
sector is committed to hire Kuwaitis as ‘managers’, as the
percentage was raised to vary between 20 percent and
60 percent based on the sector.

According to the changes, hotel and tourism sectors
are now committed to appoint Kuwaitis in 20 percent of
jobs as secretaries and executives; both seeing an eight
percent increase in the required hiring percentage of
Kuwaitis. The manager jobs in the warehousing sector
increased to 40 percent from 35 percent, while it was

increased by three percent in the lighting and electricity
sector - from 21 percent to 24 percent.

Appointment of managers in commerce and restau-
rants rose by four percent, and remained at 50 percent
at cooperatives. Including Kuwaitis in scientific jobs and
as technicians in various sectors rose varying from four
to 15 percent, six to 20 percent for salespersons and
from two to 20 percent for service providers.

In comparison between the latest adjustment of per-
centages as approved by the
Cabinet in January, with what
was being applied in previous
years, it is found that the
highest percentage is in the
insurance sector, which
increased by six percent to
reach 70 percent as per the
latest schedule, followed by
banks at five percent. There is
no change in Kuwaitization in
five sectors - financing and
investment, farming, fishing

and grazing, real estate, petrochemicals and refining.
Kuwait Central Bank topped the list by providing the

highest number of jobs and appointments to national
labor with 422 jobs, followed by the Public Institution for
Social Security with 285, Kuwait Petroleum, Corporation
with 269 jobs, Kuwait Public Transportation Company
with 251 and Livestock Transport and Trade Company
with 232 jobs. PAM hired 75 Kuwaitis including 32 uni-
versity graduates, 32 diploma holders and 11 with general
secondary certificates, while cooperatives provided 32
percent of opportunities. KUWAIT: Traffic seen on the First Ring Road towards Kuwait City, the country’s main business center. — KUNA
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Many people, especially women, like to
use weight-loss pills, including supple-
ments or medications, to get rid of

excessive weight and reach the ideal weight
without dieting. They think these items will curb
their appetite, so they will lose weight easily with
the least physical effort and in no time. But many
people use them without knowing enough about
the dangers of these pills to their health, espe-
cially if consumed without consulting a doctor or
a prescription, and here lies the danger.

Many people in Kuwait were angry recently
following the news of the death of a young
Kuwaiti woman prior to her wedding day after
taking drugs for slimming that she bought when
she saw an advertisement on a local social media
influencer’s account. The angry activists said the
girl, who died at the age of 21, was admitted to
intensive care, where all her functions collapsed
and she died before her wedding day. The inci-
dent has highlighted drugs that are marketed
through social media sites.

The health ministry launched an investigation
on the actual causes of her death. The ministry
warned the public to stay away from drugs sold
on social networking sites due to their dangers.
Constitutional law professor Dr Hesham Al-Saleh
said the woman who promoted the slimming pills
could be held accountable and imprisoned for
promoting medical products without a license
and misuse of a telephone. 

For years, the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) in the US has said it monitors many
unknown products that are marketed through
social networks and TV, including unlicensed
products that contain highly hazardous sub-
stances. These anonymous products contain
materials that cause death, adding that the
greater threat is that these highly toxic sub-
stances are not mentioned on the product and
usually presented as natural or herbal, so people
deal with them without knowing the chemicals
hidden inside.

In 2014, the FDA issued 30 warnings and sev-
en products were banned. I think it is wrong for
someone to imagine that it is possible to get rid
of excessive weight in record time like a week, as
it is common for such pills to mention that they
reduce weight - such as 10 kg - in one week, and
that they are completely safe and herbal while
they contain large amounts of toxins or unknown
substances. Experts advise the public not to take
any weight loss medication or supplements with-
out referring to specialists in this field, and that
changing diet and exercise is the safest way to
lose weight.

The ministry of health called on people to
cooperate with them to report such pills and not
buy them from websites or deal with unlicensed
drug sellers. I hope that this unfortunate incident
in which a young girl lost her life leads to tighter
supervision and control over unauthorized adver-
tising on social media, and creates public aware-
ness that old ways are still the safest and not
magic pills.

Death pills
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Ministry holds
hajj sites’ draw
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Deputy chairman of Kuwait hajj mission and
head of the awqaf ministry’s team Mohammad Al-
Mutairi said a draw was held to distribute camps at
Arafat to hajj campaigns in front of their representa-
tives. He said the ministry holds the raffle draw to
strengthen transparency, which is adopted by the min-
istry in its strategic plan. He said the draw gives more
credibility and assurance to hajj campaign owners.
Mutairi valued the cooperation of all owners and repre-
sentatives during the draw, which went smoothly.
Mutairi asked all pilgrims to register with official hajj
campaigns as they are approved by the awqaf ministry,
and are under the supervision of the mission that pro-
vides them with the necessary services.

132,202 cubic
meters of trash
removed in May

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality workers remove waste during a recent crackdown at makeshift markets in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality’s Public Relations
department said the public cleanliness and road occu-
pancy in Jahra removed 132,202 cubic meters of trash
and changed 874 garbage containers in May, 2019.
Separately, the department announced that 80 cubic
meters of fruits, vegetables and furniture were seized
while 230 cubic meters of waste were removed during
recent raids at makeshift markets in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.


