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LONDON: Sam Curran believes England’s his-
toric World Cup triumph will inspire the Ashes
team as attention turns towards their attempt
to regain the urn. Sunday’s dramatic end to the
50-over tournament has overshadowed the
build-up to the five-Test showdown against
Australia, which gets under way on August 1 at
Edgbaston.

Curran feels the Ashes remains the pinnacle
of the cricketing calendar but said the Test
team would be galvanized by the World Cup,
irrespective of whether they featured or not in
the one-day triumph. “I don’t think I’m alone in
saying that it’s probably the greatest cricket
match ever and for that to be the World Cup
final was incredible,” said the 21-year-old all-
rounder. “That will provide a buzz for everyone
across English cricket going into the Ashes.
“Days like Sunday get everyone, whether they
were involved or not, more excited and des-
perate to do well so I’m sure it will rub off as
we head into the Test part of the summer. “The
Ashes are the biggest thing you can play in as
an England cricketer, that’s what I’ve always
felt. Hopefully we can be lifting the urn at the
Oval in September.”

Curran, whose older brother Tom was an
unused squad member during the World Cup,
has been drafted into England’s groups for the
one-off Test against Ireland next week and a
pre-Ashes training camp. The left-armer was
England Lions’ standout performer against an
Australian XI earlier this week, taking six for

95 and contributing a pair of half-centuries in
a drawn first-class match at Canterbury. Cur-
ran enjoyed a breakthrough summer last year,
being named England player of the Test series
against India after star contributions with both
bat and ball, leading to a bumper pay day in
the Indian Premier League.

BAYLISS TO COACH SUNRISERS 
England’s World Cup-winning coach Trevor

Bayliss will take charge of Sunrisers Hyder-
abad in the Indian Premier League next year,
the team announced yesterday. The 56-year-
old Australian will take over a team captained
by Kane Williamson, who led the New Zealand
team beaten by Bayliss’s England in the
thrilling World Cup final last Sunday. 

Bayliss, who will stand down from his Eng-
land job after the Ashes series against Australia
in August, will succeed compatriot Tom Moody
in the cash-rich Twenty20 league. “After very
careful consideration, the Sunrisers franchise
has decided to take a new direction with the
head coaching role and will be parting ways
with the services of Tom Moody,” the team
said in a statement. Bayliss won two IPL tro-
phies with the Kolkata Knight Riders and has
also won the Big Bash and Champions League
in Australia with the Sydney Sixers in 2010-11.

“He is a proven winner and we feel that his
successful track record will be ideal in taking
Sunrisers Hyderabad forward,” Hyderabad
added. Bayliss is understood to have had offers

from Kolkata Knight Riders and Rajasthan Roy-
als. Bayliss took over as England coach in 2015.
They won the Ashes 3-2 that year, reached the
World T20 final in 2016 and became the top-
ranked one-day international side. Before that

he coached Sri Lanka to the World Cup final in
2011. The Sunrisers last won the IPL in 2016
under Moody. As well as Williamson, the team
also boast the talents of England World Cup
star Jonny Bairstow. —AFP 

Curran says World Cup victory 
will inspire England Ashes team

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May and the England cricket team pose for a photograph outside 10 Downing
Street with the World Cup trophy as England players arrive for a reception in London on July 15, 2019.  —AFP

Cheika rings
changes as 
Wallabies enter 
post-Folau era
JOHANNESBURG: Australia coach Michael
Cheika has boldly gone back to the future for
the Rugby Championship opener against South
Africa, as Australia seek to put the Israel Folau
saga behind them. Cheika named Tom Banks as
Folau’s replacement at fullback in a vote of con-
fidence for the attack-minded Brumbies flier,
who only has three Test caps. He also handed a
debut to powerhouse number eight Isi Naisarani
and gave prop Harry Johnson-Holmes the
chance to win his maiden Test cap off the bench.

But Cheika has also looked to the past in
naming a run-on team that has 10 changes from
the Wallabies’ last outing, a 37-18 loss to Eng-
land at Twickenham in November. Prop James
Slipper plays his first international since 2016
and scrum-half Nic White his first since 2015,
while the centres pairing of Tevita Kuridrani and
Samu Kerevi have not worked together at Test
level since 2017.

Cheika resisted the temptation to pitch
James O’Connor back into the fray just days

after the former bad boy re-signed with Aus-
tralian rugby after six years in the Test wilder-
ness. However, the 44-Test back is sure to
feature during the campaign as Cheika seeks to
get the misfiring Wallabies humming again. The
Twickenham loss capped their worst season in
decades and raised alarm bells ahead of the
World Cup.

Cheika survived a review but had his wings
clipped when he was forced to report to newly
appointed director of rugby Scott Johnson and
join a three-man selection panel. The off-season
was then dominated by Folau’s sacking over ho-
mophobic social media posts, which generated
reports of divisions within the team over the
issue. Cheika said his players just wanted to get
back on the park.

“We really want to begin building momen-
tum to take us towards our goals in 2019,” he
said. “The players are impatient to play at Ellis
Park where our Wallabies haven’t had an op-
portunity to play for quite a while.” The Walla-
bies last won at Ellis Park in 1963 and have
since lost six times at the venue, with their most
appearance a 53-8 drubbing in 2008.Their last
win in South Africa was in Durban in 2011, al-
though Cheika’s men managed a 27-27 draw in
Bloemfontein in 2017. “We know we go into
the game as heavy underdogs but most of the
players have had a touch over three great
weeks of training to prepare,” he said. “So re-
ally they just can’t wait to get out and get into
the battle.” —AFP

Mayweather has
‘zero interest’ 
in Pacquiao 
rematch 
LOS ANGELES: Floyd Mayweather has
“zero interest” in coming out of retire-
ment for a rematch with Manny Pacquiao
after their money-spinning 2015 super-
fight, close confidante Leonard Ellerbe
said Wednesday. Ellerbe, the chief exec-
utive of Mayweather Promotions, told
the boxingscene.com website that not
even the prospect of another lucrative
payday would tempt Mayweather back
into the ring.

Mayweather is believed to have earned
an estimated $300 million from the points
victory over Pacquiao, which remains the
most lucrative fight in history and gener-
ated more than $600 million revenue. Pac-
quiao’s long-time trainer Freddie Roach
said last week he would be keen for the
Filipino icon to set up a rematch with
Mayweather after a frustrating defeat in
the first meeting. However while May-

weather will be at ringside for Pacquiao’s
world title fight against Keith Thurman in
Las Vegas on Saturday, Ellerbe says there
is no chance of a rematch.

“Floyd has no interest,” Ellerbe told
boxingscene. “He has zero interest. He’s
been doing this all his life. And after a
while, you get burned out. He’s given the
sport everything.” Ellerbe said May-
weather was instead happy in his retire-
ment. “He’s very content,” Ellerbe said.
“He’s living his best life. I just talked to him
earlier today. We went over some business
stuff. He’s travelling, spending time with
his kids, spending time with his family.

“He’s doing all the things that he never
got a chance to do because boxing has
consumed his life ever since he was 5
years old.” Speaking to reporters last
week, Roach said he was still bothered by
Pacquiao’s loss to Mayweather, when the
Filipino’s challenge was hampered by a
shoulder problem. “Hopefully we can get
Mayweather to come to the table,” Roach
said. “I would like us to have one more
crack at him.” “We didn’t fight a great
fight that night. Manny’s shoulder didn’t
help at all. He’s had surgery since then,
he’s 100 percent now. I would like us to
fight Mayweather again because I didn’t
like the way we performed.” —AFP


