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SYDNEY: Instagram started hiding “likes” on
its platform in Australia, Brazil and several other
major markets yesterday saying it wanted to
ease pressure on users, following criticism
about its impacts on mental health. The Face-
book-owned social media giant’s trial changes
mean users in the six countries will no longer be
able to see the number of likes other people’s
posts receive.

“We want Instagram to be a place where
people feel comfortable expressing themselves,”
Facebook Australia and New Zealand policy di-
rector Mia Garlick said in a statement.

“We hope this test will remove the pressure
of how many likes a post will receive, so you can
focus on sharing the things you love.”Australia,
Italy, Ireland, Japan, Brazil and New Zealand are
involved in the new trial, which follows an initial
test that was launched in Canada in May.

Although Instagram described the hiding of
the likes for users as a “test”, no deadline was
given for when it would end. Instagram, which
has more than one billion users worldwide, is a
platform that allows users to post images and
videos that others can then like or comment on.

But, in the chosen test countries, likes will not
be visible on people’s profiles, the main image
feed or permalink pages. And while Instagram
users will still be able to view the total number

of likes on their own posts, they will need to click
through to another page in order to do so.

Social media scrutiny
Social media giants have faced increased

scrutiny over the impact their platforms can have
on users, and there is some research to suggest
Instagram can negatively affect the mental
health of young people who use it.

A 2017 study by the Royal Society for Public
Health ranked Instagram as the worst social
media platform for young people’s mental health
in the United Kingdom. A 2018 survey of
teenagers in the United States by the Pew Re-
search Center found that nearly 40 per cent felt
pressure to only share digital content that had
garnered a lot of likes or comments.

Another statement from Instagram as it an-
nounced the trial changes for the likes also em-
phasized they were in response to concerns
about the pressures that users felt. “We are
testing this because we want your followers to
focus on the photos and videos you share, not
how many likes they get,” an Instagram
spokesman said.

“We don’t want Instagram to feel like a com-
petition.” The latest measure came just a week
after Instagram implemented new features
aimed at curbing online bullying using artificial

intelligence. In another effort introduced in Feb-
ruary to safeguard the mental health of young
users, Instagram clamped down on images re-
lated to self harm.

Instagram said the measures to conceal likes
would not affect measurement tools used by
businesses that use the platform to promote
their products. —AFP 
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more users on its platform

US labor market 
strong; factory 
activity rebounds
WASHINGTON:  The number of Americans fil-
ing applications for unemployment benefits in-
creased moderately last week, pointing to still
strong labor market conditions despite signs that
economic activity was slowing. Other data yes-
terday showed factory activity in the mid-At-
lantic region rebounded sharply in July, offering
hope for a struggling manufacturing sector. Ini-
tial claims for state unemployment benefits rose
8,000 to a seasonally adjusted 216,000 for the
week ended July 13, the Labor Department said,
putting them in the middle of their 193,000-
230,000 range for this year.

Data for the prior week was revised to show
1,000 fewer applications received than previ-
ously reported. Last week’s increase in claims
was in line with economists’ expectations. The
four-week moving average of initial claims, con-
sidered a better measure of labor market trends
as it irons out week-to-week volatility, dipped
250 to 218,750 last week. The Labor Depart-
ment said no claims were estimated last week.
The claims data tends to be volatile around this
time of the year because of summer factory clo-
sures, especially in the automobile industry,
which occur at different periods.

This can throw off the model the government
uses to strip out seasonal fluctuations from the

data. Layoffs remain low despite a bitter trade
war between the United States and China, which
has contributed to a dimming of the economy’s
outlook and led the Federal Reserve to signal it
would cut interest rates at its July 30-31 meeting
for the first time in a decade. Last week’s claims
data covered the survey period for the nonfarm
payrolls component of July’s employment report.
The four-week moving average of claims was little
changed between the June and July survey peri-
ods, suggesting steady job growth this month. The
economy created 224,000 jobs in June.

The dollar held losses against a basket of cur-
rencies after the data, while US Treasury yields
edged higher.

Worker shortages
While the labor market remains strong, there

are concerns that a shortage of workers and the
Trump administration’s tougher stance on immi-
gration could impede job growth. The Fed’s
Beige Book report of anecdotal information on
business activity collected from contacts nation-
wide published on Wednesday showed some
manufacturing and information technology firms
in the Northeast reduced their number of work-
ers from mid-May through early July.

It said “a few reports highlighted concerns
about securing and renewing work visas, flagging
this as a source of uncertainty for continued em-
ployment growth.” Solid job growth is helping to
underpin the economy, which is slowing as last
year’s massive stimulus from tax cuts and more
government spending fades. Manufacturing is
struggling, the trade deficit is widening again and
the housing market remains weak, partially off-
setting strong consumer spending. — Reuters

BRUSSELS: The EU hit US chipmaking giant
Qualcomm with an antitrust fine of 242 million
euros ($271 million) yesterday, in another blow
against a tech titan that is fighting competition
battles in Asia and the US.

The fine is the second mega penalty lev-
eled against Qualcomm by Brussels, which
made it pay 997 million euros in January 2018.
“Our investigation found that Qualcomm
abused” its market “dominance between mid-
2009 and mid-2011 by engaging in predatory
pricing,” an EU statement said.

The chips in question in the EU case “are
key components so that mobile devices can
connect to the internet,” EU anti-trust commis-
sioner Margrethe Vestager said in a statement.

“Qualcomm sold these products at a price
below cost to key customers with the inten-
tion of eliminating a competitor,” she added.
The EU said that Qualcomm sold the chipsets
to Chinese giants Huawei and ZTE, strategic
customers, “with the intention of eliminating
Icera, its main rival at the time”.

Icera was acquired in May 2011 by the US
technology company Nvidia, which decided
in 2015 to liquidate the business that was sub-
ject to the Commission’s investigation. In a
statement, Qualcomm said it would appeal the
decision in order to “expose the meritless na-
ture of this decision”. The EU fine “is unsup-

ported by the law, economic principles or
market facts, and we look forward to a rever-
sal on appeal,” said Don Rosenberg, general
counsel of Qualcomm.  Huawei and ZTE chose
Qualcomm chips “not because of price but
because rival chipsets were technologically
inferior,” Rosenberg insisted. 

Buried the hatchet 
The blow against Qualcomm comes after

a US court ruled in May that the firm “stran-
gled competition” and must renegotiate price
deals in a case with major implications for the
smartphone market. In recent years, Qual-
comm was also slapped with fines in South
Korea and Taiwan over anti-trust concerns.
Qualcomm meanwhile in April buried the
hatchet with Apple after two years of  legal
battles over royalties. For two years, the com-
panies had fought a multi-front brawl that
could have required Qualcomm to pay billions.
Vestager, the EU’s competition czar, has re-
ceived specific criticism by US Donald Trump
for her series of cases against US tech giants
that also include Apple, Google and Amazon.

The Commission imposed three major fines
on Google totalling 8.25 billion euros in cases
involving its Android operating system,
Google Shopping and its advertising network
AdSense. — AFP

In this file photo, logos of US social network Instagram are displayed on a screen of a
smartphone in Nantes, western France. Instagram started hiding “likes” on its platform in
Australia, Japan and several other major markets yesterday to ease pressure on users,
following criticism about the platform’s impacts on mental health. — AFP
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