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kushikatsu (fried meat and vegetable morsels on sticks) near
the Tsutenkaku Tower in the kitschy, neon-lit neighbourhood
of Shinsekai. Wind through the alleys of Ura-Namba to
Torame Yokacho (Tiger Alley) where you can try myriad
favourite dishes under one roof. After wandering the expan-
sive grounds of the iconic Osaka Castle, browse boutique
and vintage clothing shops in the hip hoods of Amerika-
Mura, Horie, and Nakazakicho. If you want more bang for
your buck, head to the Rinku Town outlets by the airport to
grab a bargain.

Getting there: From Kyoto Station, take a 30-minute JR
special rapid train bound for Himeji to Osaka Station. Bullet
trains also run between Kyoto and Osaka.

Harborside and mountaintop excursions in Kobe
Kobe has long been a cosmopolitan hotspot with an infu-

sion of international influences. At the heart of Kobe lie the
popular retail districts of Motomachi and Sannomiya. Wan-
der uphill from Sannomiya Station to an area of tree-lined
streets with a collection of old-style merchant houses,
quaint cafes, and one-of-a-kind shops. The city boasts a
well-established Chinatown, Nankinmachi, and nature is
close by with Mt. Rokko - a popular hiking spot (featuring a
cable car for those less inclined to hike) - towering over the
narrow streets. If you happen to have extra time on your
hands, consider a trip to the city of Himeji to visit the mag-
nificent World Heritage Site of Himeji Castle.

Getting there: From Kyoto Station, take a JR Limited Ex-
press Super Hakuto train for 50 minutes to Sannomiya Sta-
tion. This service only runs a few times a day, so check the
Hyperdia train website in advance. To get to the Kobe Port
area, take a short ride on the JR Kobe line to Kobe Station.

Get a history lesson in Hiroshima
The Kyoto to Hiroshima leg is a well-trodden path for vis-

itors who want to see the Peace Memorial Park and museum
dedicated to the history of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki
bombings. A good pick-me-up after a tour through the mu-
seum is a trip over to the gorgeous little island of Miyajima,


