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India demands Pakistan release 
accused ‘spy’ after world court ruling

ICJ reviews sentence, gives India consular access to the prisoner
NEW DELHI: India yesterday demanded
that Pakistan release an alleged spy after the
International Court of Justice called for a
review of a death sentence against him. The
arch-rivals each declared victory after the
world court ruling made late Wednesday. But
with 49-year-old Kulbhushan Jadhav still held
in secret, his case risked setting off new ten-
sions between the nuclear-armed neighbors.

India’s Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar said Jadhav, a former navy officer,
“is in the illegal custody of Pakistan under
fabricated charges” as he welcomed the court
ruling. “Yesterday’s judgment is not only a
vindication of India and Mr Jadhav but for all
those who believe in the rule of law and the
sanctity of international conventions,” the
minister added.

Jaishankar insisted that Jadhav “is innocent
of the charges leveled against him” and had
been forced to confess without access to a
lawyer. “We once again call upon Pakistan to
release and repatriate him forthwith.”

The ICJ said Pakistan must give India con-
sular access to the prisoner, give Jadhav
proper representation and review the death
sentence. But it rejected India’s demand that
Jadhav be freed.

Pakistan said Jadhav was detained in its
southwestern province of Baluchistan in
March 2016. It released a “confession” video

in which Jadhav said he worked for Indian
intelligence. A military court sentenced him to
death in 2017. According to Indian officials,
Jadhav retired from the navy in 2001 and was
running a “logistics” business in the Iranian
port of Chabahar.

India insisted he was taken captive in Iran
before being moved to Pakistan and then
forced to confess. It started an ICJ case in
2017. Throughout the hearings, Jadhav has
been kept under strict lock and key in
Pakistan. Apart the video in which he said he
graduated from India’s premier defense acad-
emy and began to help Indian intelligence in
2001, the only sighting of Jadhav was when
his mother and wife saw him for 40 minutes
on December 25, 2017.

Indian officials say relatives reported that
he appeared to have been tortured. Relations
between the neighbors frequently boil over.
They have fought three wars since independ-
ence in 1947 and staged air battles on their
border in February. New Delhi frequently
says there can be no improvement in relations
until its neighbor takes action to rein in mili-
tant attacks in India.

Keeping up the rivalry, India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said late Wednesday
that “truth and justice have prevailed” with the
ruling. His Pakistani counterpart Imran Khan
hit back through his Twitter account.

“Appreciate ICJ’s decision not to acquit,
release and return Commander Kulbhushan
Jadhav to India,” Khan said. “He is guilty of
crimes against the people of Pakistan. Pakistan
shall proceed further as per law,” Khan added.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry said the inci-
dent is a “clear case of Indian state terror-

ism”. Media in the two countries also
claimed victory in the case. “India Wins in
World Court,” said a Mail Today headline.
“Justice in International Court,” declared
The Indian Express. “Pakistan vindicated”
ran a banner front-page headline in
Pakistan’s Express Tribune.—AFP

MUMBAI: In this file photo, an Indian man holds a placard depicting Kulbhushan Jadhav, an Indian
national convicted of spying in Pakistan, in the neighborhood where he grew up, in Mumbai. — AFP

LAHORE: Pakistan’s anti-corruption agency arrested
former Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi yester-
day, drawing a furious response from opposition par-
ties, which accused the government of trying to
silence its opponents. The National Accountability
Bureau said in a statement Abbasi had been arrested
in a case that was opened last year over a liquefied
natural gas (LNG) terminal project.

The arrest, as Abbasi was on his way to a news
conference in the eastern city of Lahore, adds to a
political scene already thick with accusations of cor-
ruption and abuse of office with opposition parties
planning a day of protest next week. “I believe today
is yet another black day in Pakistan’s history,” Ahsan
Iqbal, a senior parliamentarian from Abbasi’s Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party, told
reporters, accusing Prime Minister Imran Khan of try-
ing to suppress opposition.

“We are not afraid of your fascist acts. Don’t think
that you will gag our voices through such arrests,” he
said. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, the head of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP), the other main opposition party,
condemned Abbasi’s arrest which he said was part of a

government “witchhunt” against elected representatives.
The PML-N was already engaged in a bitter stand-

off with Khan’s government, which came to power last
year accusing Abbasi and his predecessor, Nawaz
Sharif, of large-scale corruption and mismanagement
of the economy. Sharif was disqualif ied by the
Supreme Court in 2017 over accusations that eventu-
ally led to a seven-year jail sentence for receiving
undeclared income. Abbasi took over as premier and
served for less than a year before losing an election to
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party in 2018.

The PML-N accuses the government of being
behind Sharif’s arrest and last week produced video
footage that it said showed the judge who heard the
case confessing that he had been blackmailed to
ensure a conviction. The judge denied the accusation
but was sacked from his position with the
Accountability Court. The government has rejected
opposition accusations of using the National
Accountability Bureau, an independent body, to sup-
press its critics and opponents.

It says corruption by past governments is the main
reason for an economic crisis that has forced Pakistan
to seek a $6 bil l ion loan package from the
International Monetary Fund, its 13th IMF bailout
since the 1980s. Last year, the NAB ordered an
inquiry against Abbasi, Sharif and others “for granting
a 15-year contract of LNG terminal to a company of
their liking in violation of rules and by misuse of their
powers, which caused national exchequer a loss of
billions of rupees”. — Reuters

NEW DELHI: An Indian restaurant tycoon known as the “Dosa
King” died in hospital yesterday, a week after beginning a life sen-
tence for the murder of a love rival. P Rajagopal, 71, was convicted
for the murder of his love interest’s husband in 2004, but only went
to jail this month when the Supreme Court rejected his final appeal.
Rajagopal, who turned his Saravana Bhawan restaurant into a glob-
al chain, died at Chennai’s Vijaya hospital where he was taken on
Tuesday with heart problems. 

“We failed to revive him and he passed away this morning due to
cardiac failure,” a hospital official told AFP. Before beginning his
sentence, Rajagopal had pleaded to be allowed to remain free
because of his ill-health.  When he gave himself up on July 9, he
arrived at the Madras High Court in an ambulance with an oxygen
mask strapped to his face. Rajagopal rose from rags to riches to
create a chain which now has more than 80 restaurants in India and
around the world, from London’s Leicester Square to New York’s
Lexington Avenue but also Singapore, Sydney and Stockholm.

The chain became an international success with a winning for-
mula of affordable South Indian delicacies such as dosa pancakes,
deep-fried vadas and idli rice cakes. But his success was overshad-
owed by his conviction for the killing of the husband of a woman he
wanted to make his third wife. His trial heard that an astrologer told
him to marry the woman, then in her 20s, but she was already wed
and repeatedly rejected Rajagopal’s advances. — AFP
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