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ANKARA: Turkey on Wednesday lambasted an “unfair” US
move to exclude the country from the F-35 stealth fighter jet
program over Ankara’s controversial purchase of a Russian
missile defense system. “This one-sided step neither com-
plies with the spirit of alliance nor is it based on legitimate
reasons,” the Turkish foreign ministry said in a statement.  “It
is unfair to remove Turkey, one of the partners in the F-35
program,” the ministry said, as it dismissed claims the Russ-
ian S-400 system would be a danger to the F-35s.

Turkey has ordered more than 100 of the F-35 fighter jets,
while its defense industry has invested significant sums into

the production of the warplanes. “We invite the US to take
back this error which will pave the way to irreparable dam-
age to our strategic relations,” the Turkish ministry added.
Earlier on Wednesday, the United States confirmed Turkey’s
exclusion from the program after repeated warnings.

The US-made F-35 Joint Strike Fighter “cannot coexist
with a Russian intelligence collection platform that will be
used to learn about its advanced capabilities,” White House
spokeswoman Stephanie Grisham said. Turkish F-35 techni-
cians and pilots training in the US would also be sent back
by the end of this month. The first delivery of the S-400 sys-

tem from Russia began last week and further equipment has
since been arriving every day by plane to an airbase in
Ankara.

Relations between the NATO allies have deteriorated
since Ankara’s purchase from Russia but there have been
strains over multiple issues including US support to a Syrian
Kurdish militia viewed as terrorists by Turkey. The Turkish
ministry called on the US to show the importance of the
Ankara-Washington relationship “not just through words but
through action and especially in the fight against terrorist
organizations.”—AFP
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ANKARA: Fifteen people were killed and 28
wounded after a minibus carrying migrants over-
turned in eastern Turkey yesterday, the private news
agency DHA reported. Women and children figured
among the victims and their nationalities were not
known. Police and ambulance services were rushed to
the scene in Van province near the Iranian border,
DHA reported, adding that they had entered Turkey
illegally.

The death toll was initially reported to be 14 but
Van governor Emin Bilmez was quoted by DHA later
saying the death toll had risen to 15. Images in Turkish
media showed the damaged minibus in a field with
several rescue workers tending to the injured in Ozalp
district close to the border with Iran. The agency re-
ported that the driver lost control of the vehicle but
there was no immediate details on the cause of the ac-
cident which took place at 0900 GMT. —AFP 

VAN: Rescue workers and Turkish soldiers carry injured migrants after a minibus accident in Van, eastern
Turkey. — AFP 

‘You had the Nobel 
Prize?’ Trump learns 
of Yazidi activist Murad
WASHINGTON: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Wednesday appeared unfa-
miliar with the work and cause
of Nobel laureate Nadia
Murad as she pleaded with
him to help the Yazidis of Iraq.
Murad, one of thousands of
women and girls from the an-
cient faith abducted by the Is-
lamic State group as they
overran swathes of Iraq in
2014, joined a group of sur-
vivors of religious persecution
who met Trump in the Oval
Office on the sidelines of a
major meeting at the State De-
partment.

After Murad explained how
her mother and six brothers
were killed and that 3,000 Yazidis remained missing, Trump said, “And you
had the Nobel Prize? That’s incredible. They gave it to you for what rea-
son?” With little pause, Murad, who was jointly awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize last year, repeated her story. “After all this happened to me, I didn’t
give up. I make it clear to everyone that ISIS raped thousands of Yazidi
women,” she said, referring to the Islamic State group. “Please do some-
thing. It’s not about one family,” she said.

Trump, who has boasted of crushing the self-styled caliphate of the Is-
lamic State group that once stretched across Iraq and Syria, also appeared
at a loss when Murad asked him to press the Iraqi and Kurdish governments
to create safe conditions for the Yazidis to return. “But ISIS is gone and
now it’s Kurdish and who?” Trump asked, before later telling her, “I know
the area very well.”

Murad also explained how Yazidis took dangerous routes to find safety
in Germany, whose welcome to refugees has been vocally criticized by
Trump. The US leader also appeared unfamiliar when he met a representa-
tive from the Rohingya, a Muslim minority targeted in a brutal campaign
two years ago in Myanmar. One day earlier, his administration banned travel
to the United States by Myanmar’s army chief and three other senior offi-
cers, calling the violence “ethnic cleansing.”

The Trump administration frequently speaks of promoting religious free-
dom, a key issue for much of his evangelical Christian base. Government
ministers and representatives of persecuted groups are spending three days
at the State Department for a meeting on religious freedom, which Vice
President Mike Pence will address yesterday. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Nadia Murad, an Iraq
Yazidi once held captive by the Islamic
State, speaks during a religious freedom
summit at the US Department of State in
Washington, DC. —AFP
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