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PHILADELPHIA: Bryce Harper capped a dramatic rally by
doubling home two runs in the bottom of the ninth inning
off Kenley Jansen to lift the host Philadelphia Phillies past
the Los Angeles Dodgers 9-8 on Tuesday. Harper also hit a
three-run home run and finished with five RBIs, his season
high in his first campaign with the Phillies. Scott Kingery
and Brad Miller also homered for the Phillies, who blew an
early 6-1 lead. Kingery also drove in a run with a ninth-
inning single ahead of Harper’s double.

After a 22-minute rain delay before the start of the
ninth inning, Phillies closer Hector Neris failed to secure
his 18th save as pinch hitter Matt Beaty delivered a go-
ahead, three-run home run for an 8-6 lead. Neris was then
ejected after hitting the next batter, David Freese, with
Phillies manager Gabe Kapler also tossed. Max Muncy,
Cody Bellinger, AJ Pollock and Joc Pederson also went
deep for the Dodgers, who had their three-game winning
streak snapped. Jansen (3-3) took the loss after allowing
four straight hits to end the game following the first out.

Cubs 4, Reds 3 (10 innings)
Kyle Schwarber hit his first career walk-off home run in

the bottom of the 10th inning to lift Chicago over visiting
Cincinnati. Schwarber’s blast off Reds reliever Raisel
Iglesias (2-8) landed in the basket atop the ivy-covered
wall in left-center field. It was his 21st homer of the season
and his third in as many games. Robel Garcia and Kris
Bryant also homered for Chicago, which rallied from a 3-0,
first-inning deficit. Eugenio Suarez homered in a losing
effort for Cincinnati, which dropped to 3-6 in extra-inning
games this season.

Giants 8, Rockies 4 (10 innings)
Alex Dickerson and Brandon Crawford stroked RBI sin-

gles off Colorado closer Wade Davis to ignite a four-run
10th inning as San Francisco rebounded from Will Smith’s
blown save in the ninth to win in Denver. Dickerson
smacked his go-ahead liner in extra innings, capping a
night on which he had three singles and a double, scored
twice and drove in two runs. Crawford followed with a
run-scoring hit, giving the shortstop 10 RBIs in the first
three games of the series. The Rockies had rallied for three
runs in the bottom of the ninth on home runs by Trevor
Story and Ian Desmond, but Colorado ultimately fell for
the 10th time in 12 games.

Brewers 13, Braves 1
Brandon Woodruff allowed only one run over 6 2/3

innings and was supported by three homers, including a
grand slam from Christian Yelich, as Milwaukee blew out
visiting Atlanta. It was the third straight game in which
Woodruff (11-3) allowed only one run, a stretch of 20 1/3
innings. On Tuesday, Woodruff gave up five hits and two
walks while striking out seven. The Milwaukee offense
produced 13 hits and was sparked by solo home runs from
Keston Hiura and Lorenzo Cain. A towering bases-loaded
shot from Yelich in the seventh inning, his 33rd, completed
a six-run outburst that put the game away. Hiura had three
hits and three runs, and Mike Moustakas had two hits,
including the 1,000th of his career.

Yankees 8, Rays 3
Aaron Judge slugged a go-ahead, two-run homer in the

eighth inning, and Didi Gregorius hit a grand slam four
batters later as New York beat visiting Tampa Bay. The
late homers occurred two innings after benches briefly
emptied after New York left-hander CC Sabathia fanned

Avisail Garcia with two on and two outs. After the strike-
out, Garcia and Sabathia began jawing at each other
before order was eventually restored. Edwin Encarnacion
homered in the second inning and DJ LeMahieu went deep
in the sixth for the Yankees, who are 19-6 in their past 25
games. Yandy Diaz homered in the fourth inning and deliv-
ered an RBI double in the sixth for the Rays, who are 5-10
in the season series.

A’s 9, Mariners 2
Matt Chapman went 3-for-4 with a double, a home run

and five RBIs as host Oakland won its fifth consecutive
game, defeating Seattle. Matt Olson also homered for the
A’s, and Daniel Mengden (5-1) pitched seven strong
innings, allowing one run on four hits with no walks and
three strikeouts. Oakland improved to 8-2 this month. The
Mariners, who have lost five in a row, got their only runs
on a pair of Omar Narvaez solo homers, in the second and
ninth innings.

Diamondbacks 9, Rangers 2
Ildemaro Vargas homered on his birthday, rookie Alex

Young allowed one run in 5 1/3 innings, and visiting
Arizona won in Arlington, Texas. Vargas, 28, hit a two-run
homer in the sixth inning off Lance Lynn (12-5) to give the
Diamondbacks a 5-1 lead. Lynn had been 6-0 in his career
against Arizona. Young (3-0) retired the first batter in the
bottom of the sixth before being replaced after 79 pitches.
The left-hander gave up three hits, struck out four and
walked one in his third career start.

Mets 3, Twins 2
Michael Conforto went 4-for-4 with a run and an RBI,

and six relievers combined to pitch five shutout innings as
New York defeated Minnesota in Minneapolis. Edwin Diaz
escaped the ninth inning unscathed when he got Nelson
Cruz to pop out with the bases loaded to finish off his 21st
save. Luis Avilan (2-0) picked up the win by pitching one
inning of hitless relief. The Mets have won three straight
games after an ugly 3-11 stretch that included several
bullpen meltdowns. Jonathan Schoop homered, C.J. Cron
had two doubles and Eddie Rosario and Marwin Gonzalez
also had two hits apiece for Minnesota.

Blue Jays 10, Red Sox 4
Justin Smoak responded to a Boston rally with a

tiebreaking home run in the sixth inning as visiting Toronto
roughed up the Red Sox. Smoak’s towering blast to right-
center on the first pitch of the frame immediately followed
a three-run Red Sox fifth that made it 4-4. Teoscar
Hernandez earlier hit a three-run shot, and Lourdes Gurriel
Jr had three hits and a run as the Blue Jays won for just the
third time in their past nine games. Justin Shafer (1-1)
earned his first major league victory with one inning of
scoreless relief. Xander Bogaerts homered among three
hits, and Mookie Betts also had three hits for Boston,
which fell for the third time in four games.

Indians 8, Tigers 0
Rookie Oscar Mercado belted a two-run homer to

highlight a five-run second inning as host Cleveland
recorded an easy shutout over Detroit. Tyler Naquin
launched a solo homer to cap his fourth straight multi-hit
performance for the Indians, who have won 14 of their past
19 contests. Francisco Lindor ripped a two-run double to
help Cleveland post its 10th win in 11 meetings against
Detroit this season, with four coming via shutout. Nicholas

Castellanos’ leadoff single in the fifth inning was the lone
hit for Detroit, which fell for the 10th time in 12 games.

Pirates 3, Cardinals 1
Colin Moran’s RBI infield single snapped a tie in the top

of the ninth inning and lifted visiting Pittsburgh over St
Louis. The Pirates snapped a four-game losing streak
while the Cardinals had their three-game winning streak
snapped. Francisco Liriano (4-1) earned the win with a
perfect eighth. Felipe Vazquez earned his 21st save by
striking out two in a 1-2-3 ninth. Cardinals left fielder Tyler
O’Neill was the only player on either team with two hits.
O’Neill is batting .389 (14-for-36) with three homers and
nine RBIs in 10 games this month. St. Louis starter Jack
Flaherty allowed one run on three hits and three walks
while striking out eight over seven innings.

Nationals 8, Orioles 1
Matt Adams and Juan Soto homered, and rookie Austin

Voth threw six strong innings as visiting Washington
cruised over Baltimore in the opener of a two-game series.
Adams, Soto and Anthony Rendon all finished with two hits
and two RBIs. Washington recalled Voth from Double-A
Harrisburg earlier Tuesday. Voth (1-0), pitching in his eighth
major league game, earned his second major league victo-
ry, allowing one run on four hits. Asher Wojciechowski (0-
3) gave the Orioles 5 1/3 innings, yielding three runs on six
hits. He struck out seven without a walk.

Royals 11, White Sox 0
Glenn Sparkman pitched the first shutout of his career

as host Kansas City crushed Chicago. The 27-year-old
became the first Royals right-hander to throw a shutout

since Johnny Cueto did so in his Kansas City home debut in
2015. Sparkman (3-5) previously went seven innings twice
this season before his career-longest start on Tuesday. He
also struck out a career-high eight. Whit Merrifield led the
offense with his first career inside-the-park home run, the
100th in Royals history. He finished a triple short of a cycle.
Both teams sustained injuries, with Kansas City’s Adalberto
Mondesi hurting his left shoulder and Chicago’s Eloy
Jimenez departing due to left elbow soreness.

Marlins 12, Padres 7
Garrett Cooper and Brian Anderson homered to lead

host Miami over San Diego. Rookie Jordan Yamamoto
overcame a difficult second inning and remained unbeaten
in six major league starts. Yamamoto (4-0) allowed three
runs (two earned) and four hits in five innings. Harold
Ramirez doubled twice, and Cesar Puello and Yadiel
Rivera had two hits apiece for Miami. The loss extended
San Diego’s post-All Star break skid to four. Manny
Machado, in his first game with the Padres in his home-
town, went 1-for-4 with an RBI.

Angels 7, Astros 2
Albert Pujols’ three-run double highlighted a six-run

first inning, propelling Los Angeles over Houston in
Anaheim, Calif. The first six Angels batters reached base in
the opening frame, and Los Angeles wound up with five
hits in the inning, including two doubles and a triple, as
well as a walk and a hit batter. The Angels improved to 5-0
since the All-Star break, while the Astros fell to 2-4 since
the break. Both Houston runs scored on RBI singles by
Tyler White, who joined Yuli Gurriel with three hits apiece
for the Astros. — Reuters 

Harper dramatically rescues Phillies 
winning 9-8 in the 9th vs Dodgers 

Harper also hit a three-run home run and finished with five RBIs 

PHILADELPHIA: Rhys Hoskins #17 and the rest of the Philadelphia Phillies celebrate after Bryce Harper #3 hit
a walk-off two run double in the ninth inning to defeat the Los Angeles Dodgers 9-8 in a baseball game at
Citizens Bank Park. — AFP 

Simmons opts out 
of World Cup in 
blow for Australia
MELBOURNE: Australia’s hopes of claiming a maid-
en basketball World Cup have been dealt a blow, with
Ben Simmons opting out of the tournament to focus
on his NBA preparations. Simmons, who confirmed a
lucrative contract extension with the Philadelphia
76ers on Tuesday, said he had made the “difficult”
decision to skip the Aug 31-Sept. 15 tournament in
China after consulting his representation.

“I’m really excited about the talent we have on the
Boomers squad, especially moving closer to 2020
where I will be honored and humbled to represent my
country on the world’s biggest sporting stage at the
Olympics in Tokyo,” the 22-year-old said in a state-
ment. “Ultimately, we decided it was best that I use
the time in September to return to Philadelphia to

acquaint myself with my new team mates and pre-
pare for the upcoming NBA season.”

Melbourne native Simmons’s statement came
hours after Philadelphia confirmed he had signed
through to the 2024/25 season, a deal media report-
ed at $170 million, the highest ever for an Australian
athlete. Selected with the number one overall pick in
the 2016 NBA Draft, the guard-forward improved in
points (16.9), rebounds (8.8) and assists (7.7) to earn
All-Star selection in his second season. 

Hall of Famer Oscar Robertson is the only other
player in NBA history to total as many points,
rebounds and assists as Simmons through his first two
seasons. Even without Simmons, Australia’s ‘Boomers’
team are likely to be a force in China, with current and
former NBA players including Andrew Bogut, Joe
Ingles, Patty Mills, Aron Baynes and Matthew
Dellavedova set to be included in their squad.
Simmons said he would play Australia’s home World
Cup warmups against the United States and Canada
in Perth and Melbourne next month. Australia have
been drawn in Group H in China along with Canada,
Senegal and Lithuania. The Boomers play their opener
against Canada on Sept. 1 in Dongguan. — Reuters 

Record-breaker 
Peaty leads British 
charge in Korea
LONDON: Virtually untouchable when on song, breaststroke
king Adam Peaty spearheads a potent British team when the
world swimming championships begin on Sunday in Gwangju,
South Korea. The world record holder over 50 and 100 meters,
Peaty will be the red-hot favorite to retain his world titles but
Britain’s supporting cast also contains plenty of quality.

Duncan Scott is a sure-fire medal contender after back-
ing up his gold in the 100m free at last year’s Commonwealth
Games by bagging the 200m freestyle title at the 2018
European championships. European champion Ben Proud
should be in the mix in the 50m free, while James Wilby
looks to hang on to Peaty’s shirt tails in the 100m breast-
stroke after silver medals at the Commonwealth and
Europeans. But Peaty remains the Britain’s biggest draw
after leading them to second place in the medals table at the
last world championships in Budapest two years ago. The
Brits won four gold medals, a silver and two bronze to finish
behind the United States, albeit by a huge margin. Peaty has
romped to 50m and 100m breaststroke gold at each of the
last two world championships and in between captured a
maiden Olympic gold in the 100m in Rio. But fuelled by his

first defeat in the 50m in nearly four years at the
Commonwealth Games, the 24-year-old wants to set new
heights by taking down his own world records. “Even if you
are the best in the world, you can still be beaten. I think
that’s the most valuable lesson,” said Peaty of that shock
defeat on Australia’s Gold Coast.

Poster boy 
He responded by lowering his own 100m world best

record to 57.10 seconds at the European championships. His
50m record of 25.95 seconds could also go, Peaty believes.
“I definitely think it is humanly possible,” he told the BBC. “I
want to put on a show.” According to reports from his train-
ing camp at Loughborough University, world records are
routinely being broken when no one is watching.

As the first British male swimmer to win Olympic gold
since 1988, Peaty is the poster boy for the sport in his home
country. But he is also aware that his star power means there
is a target on his back for others to catch. “Once you’re at
the top you’ve got to keep that spot,” Peaty told magazine
Men’s Health. “I’ve been at the top now for five years. It’s a
long time to stay on top without getting beaten.” In the
women’s events, Britain will look to the likes of Siobhan-
Marie O’Connor to step up in the individual medleys and
Commonwealth champion Alys Thomas in the 200m butter-
fly. Peaty, though, will be the man the others looks to provide
the spark for the British team in Gwangju. “I don’t just want
to win — I want to dominate,” he said after his latest world
record. “That’s not an arrogant side, it’s just the competitive
side in me.” — AFP 

‘Pawn Stars’ helped 
May recover Super 
Bowl rings
ARIZONA: Former NFL offensive lineman Mark May will
recover his two Super Bowl rings after a hotel employee was
arrested trying to sell them at the shop featured on cable’s
“Pawn Stars.” May last wore the rings at a charity event in
Scottsdale, Ariz., in February, when he stayed at a Phoenix hotel.
After they were reported to be missing, the hotel’s lead engi-
neer, 43-year-old Marcel Behnert, later took the rings to the
Gold & Silver Pawn Shop in Las Vegas, according to a story
from ABC15 in Phoenix.

The shop, which uses a sports memorabilia collector named
Diamond Don, called May about the potential transaction on
May 2, and the shop alerted Mesa police a day later. Mesa
police said Behnert was asking to sell the rings — engraved
with May’s name and his jersey number from title teams with
the Washington Redskins in the 1982 and 1987 seasons — for a
combined $12,000. “When someone comes in like that, they

smell a rat if you don’t have a receipt or if you don’t have a sto-
ry or proof of ownership,” May told ABC15. “Once (the pawn
shop owners) smelled a rat, they turned it over to Diamond
Don, and he’s like, ‘No, I know Mark May. I know that he’s not
pawning his rings to give them to some guy.’ “The bottom line
of the story is the integrity of the guys on Pawn Stars for what
they do and their due diligence. When you watch their show,
they say, ‘If you don’t have proof, we don’t want it.’”

Authorities in Mesa and Las Vegas worked with the shop to
get Behnert to return to the store, where he was arrested by
undercover officers, charged with theft and trafficking in stolen
property. Police said watches belonging to May were also found
in a safe in Behnert’s home, according to ABC15. May, a former
ESPN analyst who lives in the Phoenix area, told the TV station
that he will reclaim his rings from the Las Vegas police next week.

“I thought they were gone forever,” May said. “I attribute (their
recovery) to probably four or five things. One is luck. I’m lucky to
get them back. Two, good police work by the Las Vegas Police
Department. Three, the integrity of the Pawn Star guys and
Diamond Don. “And four, probably greed and stupidity by the guy
who was trying to sell them — one, to a pawn shop, because
nationwide, they’re all connected when something like that comes
up. And two, to do it on television when they tell you point blank: If
you don’t have a receipt or you don’t have a proof of ownership, and
it’s something that’s high-priced, we’re not interested.” — Reuters 

SANTA MONICA: (L-R) Rob Gronkowski and Ben Simmons participate in a challenge onstage
during Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice Sports 2019 at Barker Hangar. — AFP  


