
MS-13 gang 
members charged 
in string of 
grisly US killings
LOS ANGELES: Several members of the notorious
MS-13 gang have been charged in Los Angeles for
their role in multiple grisly murders, including the
machete killing of a rival gang member who was dis-
membered and had his heart cut out. According to a
12-count indictment against 22 members of the gang
unsealed Tuesday, most of those charged took part in
seven killings carried out with machetes, knives and
baseball bats over the last two years.

Most of the bodies were dumped in the Angeles
National Forest, northeast of Los Angeles. The
sweeping indictment focuses on a particularly violent
sub-group of the gang known as the Fulton clique,
which operates in the Los Angeles area and has
recently been recruiting young immigrants from
Central America.

Authorities said as part of their initiation, potential
recruits had to kill an MS-13 rival or someone per-
ceived as a threat in order to join the gang. In one
particularly gruesome episode, in March 2017, several
MS-13 members allegedly targeted a rival gang mem-
ber thought to have defaced MS-13 graffiti and drove
him to a remote area in Angeles National Forest. Six
people attacked the victim with machetes, dismem-
bered him and then dumped his body parts in a
canyon after one of them allegedly cut his heart out.

In another instance, the gang even set upon a
homeless man who was temporarily living in a park
controlled by the group, the indictment said. Three of
those charged in the indictment were arrested in the

Los Angeles area in the past several days and a fourth
was arrested in Oklahoma over the weekend. The 18
other defendants were arrested over the last year on
a range of charges, including drug trafficking offens-
es, authorities said.

Preying on the vulnerable
“We have now taken off the streets nearly two

dozen people associated with the most violent arm of
MS-13 in Los Angeles, where the gang is believed to
have killed 24 people over the past two years,” said
Nick Hanna, the US attorney in Los Angeles. He said
the gang had engaged in brutality not seen in the
region for over 20 years, and many of the defendants
could face the death penalty. MS-13, or Mara
Salvatrucha, was formed in Los Angeles in the mid-
1980s and has been active ever since, with members
in at least 10 states and several Central American
countries including El Salvador, Honduras and
Guatemala. President Donald Trump has often railed
against the gang, describing its members as “animals,”
and frequently cites it when pushing for his border wall
project and tougher immigration regulations. — AFP 

NEW YORK: The trial of Mexican drug lord Joaquin
“El Chapo” Guzman provided a rare and terrifying look
into the workings of one of the world’s largest cartels.
Over the space of nearly three months, a New York jury
heard 56 government witnesses deliver dramatic evi-
dence against Guzman.

According to the witnesses, the Sinaloa cartel, of
which Guzman was a co-leader, flooded the United
States with cocaine with the blessing of countless
police, military officers and Mexican officials — going
all the way up to the president - who turned their heads
in exchange for bribes worth millions. On February 12, a
jury found Guzman guilty of crimes spanning a quarter
century, and a judge is expected to sentence him to life
in prison. Here is a summary of some of the highlights
of the trial: 

Torture and killings
Isaias Valdez Rios, described as a hired killer for El

Chapo, testified that he saw the drug kingpin torture
and execute three rival traffickers, burying one of them
alive. The two others had bones broken before being
killed. Their bodies were then burned. Other witnesses
said they had seen El Chapo order kidnappings and

killings of rivals or of police who refused to accept
bribes. They said El Chapo had a permanent security
guard of perhaps 100 men armed with pistols, automat-
ic weapons, grenades and rocket launchers.

Bribes 
Two former partners of Guzman testified that he

paid millions of dollars in bribes to senior officials of
the Mexican government to hunt down rivals, expand
his business, and dodge the authorities and police at all
levels - and even within Interpol. His attorney Jeffrey
Lichtman said Guzman also bribed two Mexican presi-
dents - Enrique Pena Nieto and Felipe Calderon - but
they denied this. 

‘Chupeta’ 
With his face disfigured by repeated rounds of plastic

surgery to conceal his identity, Juan Carlos “Chupeta”
Ramirez, a former boss of a Colombian drug cartel, testi-
fied that with help from Guzman, he smuggled more than
400 tons of cocaine to the US from 1989 until his own
arrest in 2007. Ramirez, who said he had ordered the
death of some 150 people and was one of Guzman’s main
cocaine suppliers, said he did business with the latter -

paying him with drugs - because he managed to get the
merchandise to the US “very quickly.”

A steep price markup
El Chapo’s accountant, Jesus Zambada, told the jury

how El Chapo purchased Colombian cocaine for
$3,000 a kilo and then sold it in New York for $35,000
a kilo. All the drugs, an average of 80 to 100 tons a
year, were sent to the United States, he said.

Compromising recordings
With the help of Christian Rodriguez, a Colombian

who was El Chapo’s communications chief, US govern-
ment agents intercepted some 200 conversations
between the cartel boss and his associates, hired killers,
and corrupt Mexican officials. Investigators also inter-
cepted encrypted messages between El Chapo and
others, sent on Blackberries that the trafficker used to
spy on his associates and his mistresses. In one mes-
sage read to the jury, El Chapo speaks with associate
and a former mistress known as “la Fiera” about setting
up dummy corporations in Germany and Ecuador in
order to export drugs “to Europe, to Canada, to
Australia and to the United States.” They also discuss

the purchase in Belize of 700 kilograms of cocaine.  

Airplanes full of dollars
El Chapo’s former pilot and business manager,

Miguel Angel “Gordo” Martinez, testified that the cartel
boss would sometimes receive as many as three cash-
filled airplanes from the United States in a single day.
Each plane carried “eight to 10 million dollars,” he said.
He also told how El Chapo worked with Colombian
suppliers to finance deliveries of up to 14 tons of
cocaine - transported by boat to international waters
off Mexico, where Colombian crews would hand over
the drugs to El Chapo’s employees. Martinez estimated
that from 1990 to 1993, El Chapo thus imported 25 to
30 tons of cocaine into Mexico each year. 

The lover
A former lover and partner of Guzman, Lucero

Guadalupe Sanchez Lopez, testified in the presence of
his wife, Emma Coronel, that one night in 2014, the two
came close to being captured by Mexican marines and
escaped through a tunnel built under a bathtub in a
house in Culiacan state. She said Guzman was totally
naked as he ran ahead of her and left her behind. — AFP 
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CULIACAN: View of Jardines del Humaya cemetery, known due to its mausoleums, where drug traffickers are buried, that count with luxuries and services such as conditioned air and Bulletproof glass in Culiacan, Sinaloa state in
northwest Mexico. — AFP 

Rare glimpse inside the drug world 
‘El Chapo’ accused of flooding US with cocaine 

‘El Chapo’:
Dramatic 
escapes and
arrests
NEW YORK: Mexican drug lord
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman was cap-
tured in 2016, for a third time, leading
to his conviction by a US court over
trafficking hundreds of tons of drugs.
Here is a recap of the dramatic cap-
tures and escapes of the notorious
crime boss ahead of his sentencing in
New York:

1993: First arrest
Head of the powerful Sinaloa drugs

cartel, Guzman was in his mid-30s
when he was arrested for the first time
in June 1993 just across the border in
Guatemala. He had fled Mexico follow-
ing the high-profile assassination of a
Roman Catholic cardinal who had
apparently been mistaken for Guzman.
Cardinal Juan Jesus Posadas Ocampo
died in a hail of bullets in May 1993 as
he was leaving an airport in a car iden-
tical to one used by Guzman. The hit
was blamed on the rival Tijuana cartel.

2001: Laundry escape
Guzman was sentenced to 20 years

in prison for murder and drug traffick-
ing, but continued to be active from
behind bars. In January 2001 he was

secreted out of his maximum security
prison in a cart of dirty laundry with
the help of bribed accomplices,
including the prison director and
guards. He was a fugitive for 13 years
during which his drug empire grew to
control a full quarter of the traffic of
illicit narcotics headed to the United
States. In 2013, the city of Chicago - a
popular destination for Sinaloa drugs
- named him its Public Enemy No. 1,
the first since the gangster Al Capone
in the 1920s.

2014: Tracked down 
In February 2014, Mexican authori-

ties tracked Guzman down to a condo
in the beach town of Mazatlan, in his
native state of Sinaloa, where he was
with his wife and their twin daughters.
Arrested in a pre-dawn raid, he was
publicly hauled away in handcuffs by
masked marines and bundled into a
police helicopter, and later paraded in
front of television cameras. 

2015: Tunnel to freedom
Seventeen months later, the drug

baron was free again, fleeing his cell
in Mexico’s high-security Altiplano
prison in June 2015 via a 1.5-kilome-
ter (one-mile) tunnel dug out by his
henchmen. From a hole under the
shower in his cell, the tunnel opened
in an under-construction building. Lit
and ventilated, it contained a modi-
fied bike mounted on rails on which
Guzman zoomed to freedom. His cell
had been under 24-hour video sur-
veillance but he disappeared in a
blind spot at the shower intended to

protect inmate privacy. 

2016: ‘We got him’
After just six months, Mexican

President Enrique Pena Nieto was able
to announce in January 2016, “Mission
accomplished: We got him.”
Authorities had located Guzman in a
house in Los Mochis, a seaside city in
Sinaloa. When security forces
swooped in Guzman fled through the
city’s drainage system. He came out of
a manhole and stole a car, but was
captured by marines who had antici-
pated the move. Authorities said
Guzman was betrayed by his desire to
have a biographical film made, for
which he made contact with a leading
Mexican actress and producers. The
previous October he had held a clan-
destine jungle meeting with US actor
Sean Penn. Guzman was returned to
the Altiplano prison, this time forced to
regularly change rooms and with metal
rods installed to prevent more digging.

2017: Extradition 
The fallen kingpin was extradited to

the United States in January 2017 and
held in a windowless cell at a maxi-
mum security prison in New York. His
trial opened in November 2018 with
Guzman accused of co-directing the
Sinaloa cartel for over 25 years and
smuggling hundreds of tons of
cocaine, heroin, methamphetamines
and marijuana into the United States.
He was found guilty in February 2019.
Now 62 years old, prosecutors are
calling for Guzman to spend life plus
30 years in jail. — AFP 

This undated image shows alleged MS-13 gang
members. — AFP 


