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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, launched a dedicated 5G Zone that offers cus-
tomers the opportunity to experience the true capabili-
ties of 5G technology at its branch in the Avenues Mall,
Phase 4 - Electra. The zone offers Zain customers a
hands-on experience to test various 5G applications
and learn about the huge capabilities behind this revolu-
tionary new technology.  

Zain recently launched its 5G Internet bundles for
postpaid customers after the company’s announcement
last May of the full readiness of its network for the com-
mercial launch of fifth generation wireless technology
(5G), making it the first operator to offer 5G technology
in the GCC region via the Kuwaiti market with nation-
wide coverage of all areas.

Zain’s newly-launched 5G Zone, located inside the
company’s branch in the Avenues Mall, Phase 4 - Electra,
offers customers a live, hands-on experience of 5G tech-
nology compared side by side with the previous genera-
tion network. The available demos feature various appli-
cations, including online video gaming, entertainment
devices, video streaming services, downloading heavy
files, smart home devices, and more. Zain will be dedicat-
ing more 5G Zones in other branches soon. 

Zain dedicated this zone to offer customers a direct
and interactive experience of 5G speeds instead of rely-
ing on traditional online speed tests. In addition, the
zone offers customers an opportunity to explore the
huge capabilities behind this revolutionary new technol-
ogy, and learn about how it enhances users’ everyday
lives and boosts productivity. Through the zone, cus-
tomer can also ask about Zain’s multiple 5G Internet
bundles and select the plan that best suits their personal
and professional needs. 

Last May, Zain unveiled that it succeeded in designing
an integrated network for 5G services built on a world-
class infrastructure. This came after the official announce-

ment made by Kuwait’s Communication and Information
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA) to grant Zain
the needed licenses for telecom operators to launch 5G
services in the Kuwaiti market. This technology will con-
tribute to fully launching the Zain’s potential within the
digital community and further reinforcing its leadership in
the ICT sector. To commemorate the commercial launch
of the service, Zain temporarily changed the name of its
network to “Hello 5G” for 48 hours.

Zain has always been one of the first companies to
offer the latest generations of telecommunications tech-
nologies. As the telecom sector is currently directing
towards digital transformation with significant pace, it is
evident that current mobile telecom networks will not be
capable of satisfying the future needs of the sector with
what is currently available. For that, Zain’s impending
commercial launch of 5G services comes to keep up with
the fast-paced and ever-evolving lifestyle patterns of the
community on all levels. The revolutionary fifth generation
wireless technology (5G) offers endless applications that
can be summarized in three main uses. The first use is
enhanced mobile broadband (eMBB), which can be con-
sidered a direct extension and progression of the current
4G LTE networks, offering faster connections, higher
throughput and more capacity. The second use is Ultra-
Reliable Low-Latency Communications (URLCC), which
means a 5G network is reliable for mission critical appli-
cations that requires uninterrupted and robust data
exchange. The third use is Massive Machine-Type
Communications (mMTC), which will be enabled by 5G
networks to serve as an infrastructure and an enabler for
the new applications that are expected to mature in the
near future.

Reports and forecasts refer to the huge potentials that
will be offered by 5G technology, as well as the many
opportunities it will offer for the various industries, such
as e-commerce, retail, government transactions, energy,

public and safety facilities, healthcare, public transporta-
tion, media, entertainment, and financial services.
Furthermore, 5G services will enhance essential services,
and will further push the telecom sector to a new phase
of growth. 

5G technologies will offer ultimate access, where peo-
ple and smart devices within the community will commu-
nicate with each other in entirely new fashions. The flow
of information will be smooth and continuous, while the

highest degrees of coverage and unlimited speeds will be
possible with this generation of networks. 

The real value of digital information lies not just within
the information itself, but rather in the new innovative
services that can be obtained from them. The nourish-
ment of digital economy will be possible, as well as
achieving positive change in manufacturing methods, cur-
rent lifestyles, and more. All this will ultimately enhance
the lives of people for the better

Zain launches dedicated 5G Zone 
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Zone offers interactive experience to test 5G applications

Ford, Volkswagen 
join forces on 
the new frontier
of electric autos
NEW YORK: Volkswagen and Ford are teaming up on a
massive $7 billion project to attack the new frontier in the
global auto market: electric and self-driving vehicles, the
companies announced Friday. The German and US auto
giants announced they were expanding their alliance,
accelerating cooperation among otherwise competing

global automakers as they face enormous costs in devel-
oping new technologies.

“It just makes sense for us. It makes both companies
stronger,” VW chief executive Herbert Diess told reporters.
“It makes a lot of sense to combine forces.”

Volkswagen will invest $2.6 billion in capital and assets in
Ford’s self-driving unit Argo AI to market new-technology
vehicles in the United States and Europe. VW’s investment
values Argo at more than $7 billion and will allow Ford to use
VW technology to market “at least one” high-volume fully
electric vehicle to European consumers starting in 2023.

But this is not a merger or traditional corporate tie-up.
Ford chief Jim Hackett said that while the automakers “remain
independent and fiercely competitive in the marketplace,
teaming up and working with Argo AI on this important tech-
nology allows us to deliver unmatched capability, scale and
geographic reach.” 

He told reporters that Ford will take advantage of motors,
batteries and other components VW developed to build a
new electric model called ID.3 which is due next year with a
starting price of 30,000 euros ($33,800). The news sent
Ford’s share price up 2.9 percent, while VW also posted a
solid gain on the Frankfurt stock market.

Diess said this could be just the start of greater coopera-
tion between the two manufacturers. “Our global alliance is
beginning to demonstrate even greater promise and we are
continuing to look at other areas on which we might collabo-
rate,” he said.

Automakers worldwide have been forced to transform
quickly in the race to dominate new technologies. Ferdinand
Dudenhoeffer, an analyst in Germany with the Center for
Automotive Research, told AFP that prior to the alliance Ford
had no electric models in development for the European mar-
ket and going it alone was not possible. —AFP

DETROIT: A Ford Argo AI vehicle drives through the downtown
area during testing in Detroit, Michigan on Friday. —AFP
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