
BARCELONA: Hamburgers are out, going to the
gym is in. With skateboarding set to make its
Olympic debut at the Tokyo 2020 Games, top
skateboarders are settling down and preparing as
athletes in the bid to qualify. “Now we are athletes,
within quotation marks, urban athletes,” joked 24-
year-old Spaniard Danny Leon, who sports surfer
style hair, at a skateboarding competition in
Barcelona.

Decked out in jeans, a loose dark shirt and the
almost obligatory baseball cap, Leon is well posi-
tioned to fly the flag for Spain in Tokyo-and he is
taking it seriously. “Before it would be just hitting
the streets with your skateboard and skating. Now
we train,” says Leon. “We exercise and stretch
after and before, we take care of our bodies more,
eat better, no hamburgers and pizzas.” Leon is one
of several top skateboarders currently in
Barcelona to take part in the World Roller Games,
the world’s largest event comprising all champi-
onship roller sports disciplines. “Right now I go to
the gym a lot to improve my resistance and then I
train every day four hours a day, repeating tricks
all the time,” said Portugal’s Gustavo Ribeiro.

The 18-year-old is ranked number two in the
world in the “street” skateboarding category and
has a good chance of finishing on the podium at
the Olympics. In Tokyo, skateboarders will have
the chance to compete in the “street” and “park”
categories. Street skateboarding features stairs or

benches, intended to mirror a natural street. Park
boarding takes place in a hollowed-out course,
usually involving bowls that give boarders great
height, allowing for more complex tricks. “It
sounds crazy that I can get a gold medal repre-
senting my country at the Olympics,” said Ribeiro.

‘Lazy and potheads’ 
His excitement contrasts with the misgivings

many in the skateboarding community displayed
when Olympic chiefs in 2016 supported a pro-
posal to allow the sport in the Tokyo 2020 Games.
They feared it could curb skateboarding’s street
culture roots. “If you want to do it for fun, you can
go to the street, do your tricks, have fun and have
some beers. But I want to take it seriously,” said
Argentina’s Matias Dell Olio. “I get up early, I work
out at the gym, I stretch, I eat better. I have been
skating since I was six, that’s my lifestyle. But it’s
also my job.”

Peru’s Angelo Caro, 19, said the inclusion of
skateboarding in the Tokyo Games opened the
doors to him of his country’s top training centre
for athletes. He hopes it will also shatter stereo-
types about skateboarders. “People who see us as
lazy and potheads will see that it is really a beau-
tiful sport, that involves a lot of talent and effort.
Every day we fall, we hurt ourselves, it’s a real sac-
rifice,” added Caro, whose body is covered in
scars and bruises.

Wardrobe woes 
World Skate president Sabatino Aracu told

AFP that skateboarding will bring “fresh air” and
“young blood” to the Olympics.  A total of 80
skateboarders will compete in Tokyo 2020 — 40
in the “street” category and 40 in the “park” cat-
egory. An equal number of men and women will
compete in each category. A country can send a
maximum of three representatives per category.

Qualification depends on points obtained during
major international competitions, a system which
discourages them from attempting spectacular
tricks. “We work with a calculator. There are tricks
that are worth eight or nine points, but if you only
need seven, you do an easier one to secure a spot
on the podium,” said Dell Olio. Aside from prepar-
ing tricks, Leon is worried about one other thing
ahead of the Olympics. — AFP 
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TOKYO: This picture shows the competition course (left) and the warming-up course (right) at the
Kasai Canoe Slalom Centre, which will host canoe (slalom) competitions during the upcoming Tokyo
2020 Olympic Games. — AFP 

‘Lazy pothead’ skateboarders get 
serious with their Olympic dream

MLB notebook: ‘Right 
deal’ could reportedly 
net Mets’ Syndergaard
NEW YORK: Right-hander Noah Syndergaard could be
traded if the New York Mets are approached with the “right
deal,” MLB Network reported. Syndergaard and Zack
Wheeler are reportedly available, but the Mets are not so-
liciting offers, according to the report. Last week, MLB Net-
work linked Wheeler to American League East rivals. The
New York Yankees have scouted multiple right-handed
starters, including Trevor Bauer of the Indians, and the
Boston Red Sox are also said to be looking for starting
pitchers.

Syndergaard, 6-4 this season with a 4.68 ERA in 17 starts,
is under team control through the 2021 season and is earning
only $6 million this season. He’s eligible for arbitration this
offseason. The San Diego Padres, the Houston Astros and the
Milwaukee Brewers have all inquired about Syndergaard, ac-
cording to Jon Morosi of the MLB Network. 

Jake Arrieta 
The Philadelphia Phillies will continue to use right-hander

Jake Arrieta despite a bone spur in his right arm, manager
Gabe Kapler said in a local radio interview, and the Phillies’
medical staff will continue to evaluate Arrieta. He is currently
scheduled to start Friday’s game against the Washington Na-
tionals. Arrieta last pitched on Saturday in a 6-5 loss to the
New York Mets, giving up six runs (five earned) on 11 hits in
4 1/3 innings. He took the loss, sending his record to 8-7 with
a 4.67 ERA.

Chicago White Sox
The Chicago White Sox have started installing extended

protective netting at Guaranteed Rate Field, the team an-
nounced, and will have it ready for the season’s second half.
Crews began working Monday on the extension, which will
run to each foul pole, something no other MLB stadium cur-
rently features. Most of the work was expected to be com-
pleted Wednesday, with the netting fully ready for next
week’s Double Duty Classic, a high school baseball event held
at the ballpark. Chicago returns home from a post-All-Star
break road trip on July 22 to play the Miami Marlins.

Corey Seager
The Los Angeles Dodgers activated shortstop Corey Sea-

ger from the 10-day injured list, clearing the way for him to
return from a month-long absence. Seager strained his left
hamstring on June 11 and went on the IL two days later,
though the severity of the injury was initially feared to be
worse. He is expected to be in the lineup Friday when the
Dodgers open the second half of the season at the Boston
Red Sox. According to the Orange County Register, center
fielder A.J. Pollock is also expected to return from the IL for
Friday’s game, having been out since April 28 due to right
elbow surgery. 

Tyler Thornburg 
The Red Sox released relief pitcher Tyler Thornburg a day

after he refused a minor league assignment. Thornburg, 30,
had a 7.71 ERA in 16 appearances, spanning 18 2/3 innings,
for Boston this season. He struggled in a rehab stint at Triple-
A Pawtucket after a hip injury, with a 12.66 ERA in 11 games.

When the rehab assignment ended Monday, Boston
needed to put him on the major league roster or have him ac-
cept a minor league assignment, which he had the right to re-
fuse due to his service time in the majors. Thornburg is now
a free agent, with the Red Sox owing him the balance of his
$1.75 million salary for this season.  — Reuters

Robot umpire aid 
debuts in minors as 
MLB watches closely
NEW YORK: Robots in baseball? That was the case
Wednesday night in the Atlantic League All-Star Game, put-
ting them one step closer to the big time. The plate umpire in
the game at York, Pa, wore an earpiece that would relay
whether a pitch was a ball or strike based on computer eval-
uation. The umpire then relays the call to the players and fans
in attendance, just as always. The umpire can also override
the call. “I think once people actually see this happening,
they’re going to realize it’s not that big a deal,” Atlantic
League president Rick White told the Washington Post.

White said the system will be deployed across his league
in the coming weeks. The independent Atlantic League and
Major League Baseball have an official partnership as the lower
league rolls out new rules, innovations and equipment for MLB
to study. The strike zone system, provided by MLB, was cre-
ated by Trackman, a sports data firm. Software in the press box
relays the call to a smart phone, which relays to the bluetooth
earpiece the umpire wears. A square array well behind home
plate monitors the strike zone. MLB’s executive vice president
of economics and operations Morgan Sword told ESPN it was
“an exciting night for MLB.” “One of our focuses is not to re-
place the umpire,” Sword said. “In fact, we’re trying empower
the umpire with technology. The home plate umpire has a lot
more to do than call balls and strikes, and he’s going to be
asked to do all of that. We’re in touch with our umpires’ union,
and this is the first step of the process.”  —Reuters

Skateboarders to compete in the ‘street’ and ‘park’ categories 


