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NEW YORK: More than 7,000 colleges, universities, technical schools
and community colleges from around the world declared a climate
emergency in a joint letter which was set to be delivered to the United
Nations on Wednesday. “Declaring a climate emergency changes the
nature of the urgency in higher education,” Sam Barratt, chief of edu-
cation and youth for UN Environment told the Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation. Networks of schools pledged to increase sustainability
curriculum and campus outreach, boost climate change research and
skill-building opportunities for students and reach carbon neutrality
by 2050, some as soon as 2030. “This isn’t a nice to-do, it’s a must do,”
Barratt said. The letter was coordinated by the UN Environment’s Youth
and Education Alliance, The Alliance for Sustainability and Leadership
in Education and Second Nature, a nonprofit working with colleges
and universities on climate action.

It was delivered to UN ministers at the Higher Education Sustain-
ability Initiative ahead of the United Nations Climate Action Summit
on Sept 23. UN member nations unanimously adopted 17 global de-
velopment goals in 2015, setting out a wide-ranging “to-do” list tack-
ling issues such as conflict, hunger, land degradation, gender inequality
and climate change. A recent report called climate change “the greatest
challenge to sustainable development.”

The letter marked the first joint effort on climate change by a global
network of higher and further education institutions. Six of the institu-
tions are already carbon neutral, including Washington, DC’s American
University which reached the goal two years ahead of schedule. Such
successes spurred some schools eyeing a 2050 date to push that up
to 2030, said Tim Carter, president of Second Nature. “There’s no rea-
son to wait,” Carter said. “We’re already behind the eight ball.”

Beyond striving for carbon neutrality and curriculum expansion,
Barratt emphasized that learning institutions have a responsibility to
shape students’ behavior and mindset as they enter the world, both at
work and as private citizens. Barratt and Carter both noted the range
of learning institutions from technical training institutes to elite univer-
sities that had signed on, reflecting a wide demographic of future work-
ers and leaders. “Higher education is the crucible through which the
next generation of leaders emerge,” said Barratt.

The letter remains open for online signatures from leaders of insti-
tutions and networks representing them. “We call on governments and
other education institutions to join us in declaring a Climate Emergency
and back this up with actions that will help create a better future for
both people and our planet,” the letter read. — Reuters
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Indonesia to 
build country’s 
longest bridge 
JAKARTA: Indonesia plans to build a 7 km bridge to connect two
islands in the Malacca Strait, close to Singapore, as part of efforts
to develop industry and tourism in the area, the government said
yesterday. The bridge connecting Batam and Bintan islands will
cost an estimated 4 trillion rupiah, the office of the cabinet secre-
tary said in a statement yesterday, and will be the longest in the
Southeast Asian country. The bridge aims to capitalize on expan-
sion of Singapore’s Changi Airport with the development of a new
Terminal 5, which will have transport connections to Bintan. 
President Joko Widodo, who has made building infrastructure the
cornerstone of his first term in office, has pledged to continue cut-
ting bottlenecks Southeast Asia’s largest economy in his second
term, which starts in October. His administration has also sought
to market Batam, Indonesia’s only free trade zone, to investors
looking to relocate factories out of China amid a simmering trade
war between Beijing and Washington. Construction of the bridge
is due to start in 2020 and take three to four years to complete,
the office said.—Reuters

Follow our model for 
‘happy’ Xinjiang, 
China tells West
GENEVA: China said yesterday its treatment of ethnic Muslims in
“happy” and “secure” Xinjiang region was a model for other nations
to follow despite a bombardment of Western criticism. Nearly two
dozen nations at the UN Human Rights Council this week urged China
to halt persecution of ethnic Uighurs in Xinjiang, where UN experts
and activists say at least 1 million are held in detention centers.

Chinese diplomat Jiang Duan told the council yesterday a few
hypocritical Western nations were distorting facts to smear Beijing
over what it describes as vocational training centers in Xinjiang in-
tended to combat extremism and provide new skills. “Actually the ex-
perience in Xinjiang in this field can be introduced to other
countries,” Jiang added, saying the centers help reintegrate people
indoctrinated by radicalism.

“Now the situation in Xinjiang is stable, and the people are united,
and their rights are fully respected ... During the past three years,
there has not been a single incident of a terrorist attack, and people
in Xinjiang feel much better and much more happy and secure.” Xin-
jiang, three times the size of France, is a largely desert region in

China’s northwest. Hundreds of people have been killed there in the
past few years in violence between Uighurs, a mostly Muslim people
who speak a Turkic language, and ethnic majority Han Chinese, es-
pecially in the heavily Uighur south of Xinjiang.

China has blamed the violence on Islamist extremists and sepa-
ratists, while Uighur exiles and activists point to frustration at Chinese
controls on their culture and religion. The letter criticizing China was
signed by the ambassadors of 22 countries, including Australia, Canada,
Japan, Britain, France, Germany and Switzerland, but not the United
States which quit the U.N. body a year ago. They urged China to allow
international independent experts, including U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, proper access to Xinjiang.

Bachelet, a former president of Chile, has pushed China to grant
the United Nations access to investigate reports of disappearances
and arbitrary detentions, particularly of Muslims in Xinjiang. China’s
representative said international organizations and media who visited
Xinjiang had found the situation was different from its portrayal in
the West, and that officials from countries behind the letter declined
an invitation to visit.

He accused Western nations of failing to show concern when Xin-
jiang suffered terrorist attacks, then making irresponsible assess-
ments after the population’s lives had improved. “Those allegations
by a small group of Western countries and NGOs cannot do away
with the tremendous achievements that were made against terrorism
and radicalization and cannot change the fact that Xinjiang people
are leading a happy life,” he said.—Reuters

COLOGNE: A placard reading ‘save our environment’ lies on the ground during a five day protest camp
of ‘Fridays For Future’ for climate action in the center of the city of Cologne, western Germany.-AFP


