
Khashoggi fallout: 
Saudi holidaymakers 
urged to shun Turkey
RIYADH: Diplomatic fallout over journalist
Jamal Khashoggi’s murder appears to be slow-
ing the flow of high-rolling Saudis to Turkey,
as calls grow within the oil-rich kingdom to
boycott the holiday magnet. The two Sunni
Muslim powers have a longstanding geopolit-
ical rivalry, but relations plumbed new lows
after Khashoggi’s killing in October in the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul, which tainted
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s global
image. Each year hundreds of thousands of
Saudi tourists visit Turkey, thanks to its milder
climate, turquoise waters and status as a
crossroads between East and West.

But tensions over the journalist’s murder
are feeding into growing calls by nationalists
and pro-government media to boycott
Turkey, potentially hitting its already strained
economy. “Don’t go to Turkey” and “Turkey
is not safe” are just some of the headlines
that have popped up, with multiple media
outlets running hostile stories in recent

months. Many, including Al-Arabiya, have
splashed official warnings from the Saudi
embassy in Ankara about rising passport
theft and petty crime.

The apparent scaremongering seems to be
working, since the Turkish tourism ministry re-
ported Saudi visitor arrivals dropped more
than 30 percent in the first five months of 2019
compared to the same period last year. A travel
agency in Riyadh reported a similar fall in
bookings to AFP, although Saudi tourism au-
thorities did not respond to a request for com-
ment. “I care about safety,” a young Riyadh
resident told AFP, explaining why he was likely
to avoid Turkey.

‘Boycott call’
Saudis, who are also among the top prop-

erty buyers and investors in Turkey, spend an
average of $500 (450 euros) a day as tourists
in the country, significantly higher than Euro-
pean visitors, according to a 2018 study by
Riyadh’s King Faisal Center for Research and
Islamic Studies. Appeals for a boycott of
Turkey are not limited to tourism. A video pre-
dating Khashoggi’s murder that showed
Riyadh’s influential governor Faisal bin Bandar
declining an offer of Turkish coffee recently
resurfaced on social media, triggering a call for
a boycott of Turkish products. —AFP
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KHARTOUM: After six years abroad, Khadija
Saleh returned to Sudan in March to join pro-
testers in the streets demanding change. She was
taking part in a sit-in near the Defense Ministry
in Khartoum on June 3 when security forces
stormed in. The area had become a centre for
anti-government protests. Saleh said she was
beaten with sticks, and still wears bandages on
her wounds. “I came back from a safer place be-
cause I want a better future for this country,” the
41-year-old said.

Women were a driving force during months
of protests against President Omar al-Bashir’s
30-year rule, before he was replaced by a mili-
tary council in April. But the protests didn’t stop
as demonstrators demanded the military swiftly
hand power to civilians, leading to a stand-off
and then a crackdown. Nahid Gabralla, a 53-
year-old activist, said she was beaten and
threatened with rape during the June 3 raid.
“Sudan can be better,” she said. “My daughter
deserves to live in a nice country ... We will fight
for a democratic Sudan, real change and for our
rights.”

Rapes reported
Physicians for Human Rights, a US-based

group that investigates rights violations, cited
local medics as saying women had their clothes
torn off and were raped, though the sexual vio-
lence was hard to quantify. Local women’s ac-
tivists, citing multiple eyewitness testimonies,
said soldiers held up women’s underwear on

poles to symbolize the women they had sexually
assaulted. “They know that if they humiliate the
women, they will humiliate the whole people,”
said 42-year-old activist Hadia Hasaballah.
“None of the Sudanese women will officially say
that they were raped because of the stigma.”

It was not possible for Reuters to independ-
ently verify the reports of rape. A spokesman for
the military council could not be reached for
comment. The council has previously denied that
rape took place. The head of Sudan’s Human
Rights Commission, which is appointed by the
presidency, said it had launched an investigation
into violations committed during and after the
dispersal of the sit-in, which it condemned, with-
out giving details.

Under Bashir’s rule, women’s lives were
tightly controlled by men. Morality laws meant a
woman could be arrested for wearing trousers.
For that reason, 35-year-old Mahi Aba-Yazid
wore trousers while she campaigned for change
at the sit-in. She believes she was beaten more
because of her choice of fashion. “There was al-
ready a bullet in my arm. I was bleeding but they
continued to beat me,” she said.

Duha Mohmed, a 23-year-old student who
escaped the sit-in raid before returning to help
the injured, said she also wanted a life in which
she could make her own choices. “I don’t want
to wear a headscarf, but it is not my choice. I
want my right to wear what I want.” Amel
Tajeldin, a 41-year-old mother of four, said she
and her husband took turns watching their chil-

dren. “While it was his turn to look after the chil-
dren, I took part in the demonstrations,” she said.

She had been teaching songs to street chil-
dren in a makeshift tent at the sit-in. During the
June 3 raid, members of the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) shouted at her and other
protesters and told them to flee. “We ran. We
were surrounded by soldiers and policemen,”
she said. Both her arms are now wrapped in
bandages. “While we were running, they beat us.
To protect my head, I used my hands. This is why

my two arms are broken,” she said. “The ones
like us beaten by police were lucky, the ones
beaten by RSF members were brutally injured.”

The military council has said excesses were
committed as the sit-in was cleared. It said
these are being investigated and that those re-
sponsible will be held accountable. Despite the
violence, Sudan’s military rulers and a coalition
of opposition and protest groups agreed last
week to share power for three years ahead of
elections. —Reuters

Beaten, abused; Sudan women 
bear scars of fight for freedom

Women had their clothes torn off, raped

KHARTOUM: Khadija Saleh, 41, political activist and blogger, poses for a photograph in Khartoum,
Sudan. —Reuters

UAE shields 
reputation with 
drawdown from 
Yemen ‘quagmire’
DUBAI: A surprise UAE troop drawdown in war-torn
Yemen aims to restore the Gulf country’s reputation,
but may strain ties with key ally Saudi Arabia at a time
of heightened tensions with Iran, experts say. “The po-
litical, reputational and operational risks Abu Dhabi in-
curred in Yemen stood in no relation to the anticipated
benefits,” said Andreas Krieg, a professor at King’s
College in London. The United Arab Emirates has been
a key player in the Saudi-led coalition which inter-
vened in Yemen in March 2015 to back the internation-
ally-recognized government against the
Tehran-aligned Houthi rebels, only months after they
captured the capital Sanaa.

Since then, tens of thousands of people-mostly
civilians-have been killed in the conflict described by
the UN as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis,
which has left the impoverished country on the brink
of famine. The two sides have fought to a stalemate,
and several rounds of UN-sponsored talks, the last
held in Sweden in December, have failed to imple-
ment any deal to end the war.

Yet in a sudden move on Monday, the UAE an-
nounced it was redeploying and reducing its troops

mainly from northern Yemen. In four years of combat,
it has sent in thousands of troops and helped train
some 90,000 Yemeni soldiers. One factor driving the
drawdown may have been hopes of limiting the dam-
age to the UAE over its role in Yemen, with both the
Saudi-led coalition and the Houthis standing accused
of war crimes by rights groups. The reputation of the
Emirates, a staunch US ally which aims to be seen as
“a liberal US partner in the region,” has “taken a se-
vere hit as of late,” said Krieg.

Amnesty International said last year that human
rights violations in a string of UAE-run prisons in
Yemen could amount to war crimes-a report Abu
Dhabi has vehemently rejected. “Human rights
abuses, torture camps, war crimes and support of Al-
Qaedaesque groups in Yemen severely damaged the
UAE’s standing in the US,” Kreig told AFP.  Last week,
a US Democratic senator warned Washington could
cut off arms sales to the Emirates over a report the
UAE shipped US missiles to Libyan rebels in violation
of a UN arms embargo. The UAE denied the claims.

Increasing regional differences with Iran may also
have helped seal the troop reduction, said Middle East
expert James Dorsey. “If that were to erupt into a mil-
itary conflict, then the Emirates alongside Saudi Ara-
bia is going to be a battlefield,” he told AFP. “I think
the Emiratis want to be ready for that, even though
they don’t want a military conflict with Iran.” Tensions
between the United States and Iran spiked in June
when Iran shot down a US drone over strategic Gulf
waters following a series of tanker attacks off the UAE
coast that Washington blamed on the Islamic republic.
Tehran denied the accusation. —AFP


