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OHIO: The American League held on to defeat the
National League 4-3 in the 90th All-Star Game at
Progressive Field in Cleveland on Tuesday for its seventh
straight win. With the AL holding a 4-1 lead in the top of
the eighth, rookie Pete Alonso of the NL’s New York
Mets, who won the Home Run Derby on Monday, singled
with the bases loaded and two out to make it 4-3, but
Brad Hand of the Cleveland Indians got Mike Moustakas
of the Milwaukee Brewers to pop out to Chicago White
Sox catcher James McCann in foul territory.

The New York Yankees’ Aroldis Chapman struck out
the side in the ninth for the save. MVP honors went to
Indians second-year pitcher Shane Bieber, who pitched
a scoreless fifth inning and struck out all three batters
he faced. The AL holds a 45-43-2 advantage and has
outscored the NL 373-370. The AL also has a 25-6-1
record over the last 32 All-Star Games.

A familiar face in Cleveland gave the AL a 1-0 lead
in the second inning when former Indian Michael
Brantley doubled to drive in Houston teammate Alex
Bregman, who had an infield single. Added with George
Springer’s single in the first, it was the first time in All-
Star Game history that the first three hits by a league
came from players on the same team. Brantley played
10 seasons for the Indians and was an All-Star in 2014,
‘17 and ‘18. He told Fox during the game that he was
moved by the ovation he received during the introduc-
tions. “I always want to make sure the fans know how
appreciative I am that they supported me for 10 years
of being here and in this outfield,” he said. After Bieber
struck out the NL’s Willson Contreras, Ketel Marte and
Ronald Acuna Jr in the top of the fifth, the AL respond-
ed in the bottom of the inning to go up 2-0. New York
Yankees catcher Gary Sanchez, who began the inning
with a double, scored on an infield single by Jorge
Polanco of the Minnesota Twins.— Reuters
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Madagascar tongue-twisters 
tackle Tunisia for semis place 

CAIRO: Before the Africa Cup of Nations kicked off in
Egypt last month, Madagascar were best known for the
tongue-twisting surnames of players such as Anicet
Andrianantenaina and Charles Andriamahitsinoro. Now,
20 days into the biennial tournament, the Indian Ocean
islanders have stunned three-time champions Nigeria
and are preparing to face Tunisia todayy in the last
quarter-final. While France-born coach Nicolas Dupuis
insists “the team is the star”, midfielder
Andrianantenaina and forward Andriamahitsinoro have
caught the eye.

Bulgaria-based Andrianantenaina was among the 11
footballers chosen by a Confederation of African
Football (CAF) panel as the best in the 36-match group
phase. Andriamahitsinoro, who plays for a Saudi
Arabian club, made the substitutes’ list in the group
‘dream team’, and his two goals have put him in con-
tention for the Golden Boot award. “The coach is cor-
rect to say the team is the star and, sometimes, an indi-
vidual will stand out when we need him to. That is our
strength,” explained Andriamahitsinoro.

He stands out on the field because he has blond dyed
hair and is tall in a squad of mostly medium-height
footballers. Tunisia coach Alain Giresse says his first
target of a last-eight place has been achieved, adding:
“We are capable of lifting the trophy 15 years after
doing so for the first time.” Here, AFP Sport looks at
Thursday’s last-eight matches as  Algeria face the Ivory
Coast in a clash of former champions before
Madagascar meet 2004 winners Tunisia.

Madagascar v Tunisia
The countries have met competitively only twice

with Tunisia winning 1-0 at home and 2-0 away in 2002
World Cup qualifying. Since then, Tunisia hosted and
won a Cup of Nations while Madagascar became so
weak that the Democratic Republic of Congo went to
Antananarivo three years ago and won a qualifier 6-1. 

But while unimpressive Tunisia reached the quarter-
finals with four straight draws-a penalty shootout win
over Ghana was officially classified as a draw-
Madagascar blossomed. Apart from the 2-0 triumph
over African powerhouses Nigeria, they defeated fellow
debutants Burundi and held Guinea and DR Congo
playing eye-pleasing football. Should Madagascar
eliminate vastly more experienced Tunisia, they will
become the first Cup of Nations debutants since South
Africa in 1996 to reach the semi-finals.

Algeria v Ivory Coast
This clash extends one of the great rivalries in the

tournament with the Ivorian Elephants winning three
and the Algerian Desert Foxes two of seven previous
meetings. When they last met, in a 2015 quarter-final,
Ivory Coast triumphed 3-1 with Serey Die part of the
winning team while the losing line-up included Riyad
Mahrez. The midfielders, who have contrasting roles
with Die primarily a destroyer and Mahrez a creator,
captain the teams in Suez four years later. Algeria
coach Djamel Belmadi believes his team, the only sur-
vivors with a 100 percent record in Egypt, can go all
the way, saying: “It does not cost anything to be ambi-
tious.” Rival coach Ibrahim Kamara is saying little dur-
ing this Cup of Nations while a side boasting star
attackers like Nicolas Pepe, Jonathan Kodjia and
Wilfried Zaha has yet to sparkle.—AFP 

ALEXANDRIA: Madagascar’s players try to block a free-kick during the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations (CAN)
Round of 16 football match at the Alexandria Stadium. — AFP 

Indian Ocean islanders stunned three-time champions Nigeria

NEW YORK: Amid confetti and chants of “equal pay,”
New York honored the US women’s soccer team yes-
terday with a ticker-tape parade down the “Canyon of
Heroes,” celebrating its World Cup triumph and paying
tribute to the players’ emergence as icons of women’s
rights. The squad’s 2-0 win over Netherlands in the
final match on Sunday capped a World Cup campaign
that attracted vast television audiences and unprece-
dented public interest. 

The parade down Broadway in New York’s financial
district also cast a light on the team’s fight for equal pay
with their counterparts on the US men’s national team,
and by extension, the issue of equal pay for equal work
for women in general. As the parade kicked off, families
pressed up again the metal police barriers, eager to
catch a glimpse of players like Alex Morgan, Carli
Lloyd and Megan Rapinoe, the tournament’s top scorer
and an outspoken team leader, as they rode on open
floats along the parade route. 

“They shouldn’t have to win a title to get paid the
right amount,” said Jessica Hicks, a New Jersey teacher
who was watching the parade with her 14-year-old
daughter Aria. Olivia Ciampi, 15, of Rockaway, Queens,
who joined the throng with her mother, agreed equal
pay for the team was long overdue. “They work so hard
and they win so many titles and they really do so much
and they deserve it,” she said.

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo took it a step
further, telling a press conference that if pay is based
on performance, the women’s team should be better
compensated than the men’s. “They play the same game
that men soccer players play. By the way, they play it
better, with better results,” Cuomo said. “If there’s any
economic rationale, the men should get paid less than
the women. Let’s be honest!” In March, all 28 players
on the women’s team filed a gender discrimination law-

suit against the US Soccer Federation, demanding their
compensation equal that of their male counterparts.

“The level of interest and excitement is much higher
from four years ago,” said Jessica Lappin, president of
the parade’s organizers, Alliance of Downtown New
York, referring to the 2015 parade for the team after its
last World Cup victory. “That’s partly because they’re
women’s rights icons now.” The parade route is up
Broadway through the heart of Manhattan’s financial
district, from Battery Park to City Hall, a path dubbed
“the Canyon of Heroes.”

At the end of the route, Mayor Bill de Blasio and
other politicians will pay tribute to the team, while
some of the players are likely to address the crowd.
Past honorees have included John F. Kennedy after his
nomination as Democratic presidential candidate; Neil

Armstrong and other Apollo 11 astronauts after their
mission to the moon; and Queen Elizabeth II. In recent
decades, the city has hosted a much smaller number of
parades and most of them have honored championship
sports teams, including the New York Yankees and
New York Giants.

Despite the name, today’s “ticker tape” parades are
missing the real stuff - the ubiquitous strips of paper
that ran through stock tickers that once provided price
quotes for Wall Street traders. Instead of ticker tape,
about a ton of confetti made from shredded paper,
tossed from about 20 buildings, rained down on the
team as they ride in open vehicles up Broadway,
according to the Alliance of Downtown New York.
Unlike in years past, most of the office towers along the
route lack windows that can open. — Reuters
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NEW YORK: Members of the World Cup-winning US women’s team take part in a ticker tape parade for the
women’s World Cup champions yesterday in New York.— AFP 

MELBOURNE: Manchester United boss Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
has moved to hose down speculation that Paul Pogba is unhap-
py and set to leave the club, declaring the media have an
“agenda” against the French World Cup winner. Pogba’s agent
recently told The Times that the troubled 26-year-old intends
to leave United, while the player, himself, said in Tokyo last
month that he thought it might be time for a “new challenge
somewhere else”.

Serie A club Juventus and La Liga giants Real Madrid have
been linked with Pogba, and the speculation has followed
United to Australia on their pre-season tour ahead of a match
against A-League side Perth Glory on Saturday. Pogba has
two years left on his contract, with the option for a third, how-
ever, and Solskjaer hit out at media for indulging in the transfer
talk. “Agents talk all the time. As I said, we’ve not had any bids
from any clubs,” he told reporters in Perth on Wednesday.

“That’s all I can say about this matter. “There is an agenda
against Paul, he’s a top, top bloke. A great professional, there’s
never been any problems and he’s got a heart of gold.” Pogba,
who moved to Old Trafford from Juventus for a then-world
record transfer fee of 89.3 million pounds ($112.43 million) in
August 2016, was named in last season’s PFA Premier League
Team of the Year and has scored 31 goals in 142 appearances
in all competitions.

But he has frustrated fans with his inconsistency, and a
series of low-key performances last season culminated in
clashes with angry supporters in the final-day home defeat by
relegated Cardiff. Manchester United posted a video of the

team taking a stroll through Perth on its social media accounts
earlier in the week but the upbeat soundtrack of electronic
music could not disguise what appeared to be a heated
exchange between Pogba and team mate Jesse Lingard.

Grinning defender Victor Lindelof came between the pair
and threw an arm around Pogba as they continued walking
but the moment sparked speculation of a rift in the camp.
Solskjaer said there was nothing in it. “For example, Jesse and
Paul walking around and it’s been portrayed as a fight
between the two boys,” he said. “I know you’re here to sell
papers and sell stories but that’s nothing, no problems
between the boys at all. They’re all professional. Pre-season
has been very, very good so far.”— Reuters
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ROME: AC Milan and Inter Milan have launched
their bid to knock down the iconic San Siro and
build a new 60,000-capacity home on the same
site, the Serie A giants announced yesterday.
“Today, AC Milan SpA (AC Milan) and FC
Internazionale Milano SpA (FC Internazionale)
filed with the Municipality of Milan the
‘Technical and Economic Feasibility Study’ for
the new Milan stadium and its multifunctional
district,” the clubs said in a joint statement. 

The proposal is the first step towards con-
struction of a new ground adjacent to the current
San Siro, while the old stadium will make way for
an area “dedicated to sports, entertainment, and
shopping”. The two clubs say that the project
will require investment of 1.2 billion euros ($1.34
billion) and lead to jobs for 3,500 people. 

Eventual approval from the city for the pro-
posal filed yesterday would give a preliminary
green light and mean Milan and Inter would then
have to provide a “definitive plan” which would
also have to be approved before any building

could begin. The proposal also said it was not
possible to renovate the existing San Siro. Milan
president Paolo Scaroni and Inter CEO
Alessandro Antonello had already announced
last month the clubs’ intention to knock the San
Siro down, but have met resistance from the
city’s mayor Giuseppe Sala.

Sala said the current ground, which is owned
by the city, would still be standing in 2026 as it
was included in the victorious Milan-Cortina
d’Ampezzo bid for that year’s Winter Olympics
as site of the opening ceremony. Most clubs in
Italy play in stadiums owned by local authorities,
although that has been slowly changing in recent
years. Atalanta, who are in next season’s
Champions League after finishing ahead of the
Milan clubs in May, are building a new ground on
the site of the formerly city-owned Stadio Atleti
Azzurri d’Italia.

Serie A rivals Roma are also trying to get a
similar project in the south-west of the Italian
capital built, but it has been stuck in a bureau-
cratic quagmire since being given initial ‘public
interest’ approval in 2014. Their project is com-
plicated by the need to build infrastructure to
serve the 52,500-capacity arena and disputes
over the proposed adjacent business park.
Juventus, meanwhile, have won the Serie A title
every season since their Allianz Stadium was
opened in 2011. Their rebirth since relegation in
the aftermath of the ‘Calciopoli’ match-fixing
scandal has been helped by a marked increase in
revenues from the redeveloped ground.—AFP 
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