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Court in a trap? Wobbly Serena 
faces test against wily Strycova 

25

Serena ‘saw therapist’ after US Open meltdown, apologizes to Osaka
LONDON: American superstar Serena Williams is tan-
talizingly close to equaling Margaret Court’s record
haul of 24 Grand Slam titles but it’s far from a certainty
given her shaky displays so far at Wimbledon. The 37-
year-old seven-time champion had to draw on all her
strength-physical and mental-to get past unseeded
compatriot Alison Riske in the last eight and faces
another grass court loving opponent in Barbora
Strycova in today’s semi-finals.

The 33-year-old Czech veteran-the oldest player to
play in a woman’s semi-final for the first time-has found
the thought of retirement a spur for playing some of her
finest tennis and says she will step onto Centre Court
“without any fear”. The other semi-final pits two seeds
against each other, seventh seed and former world
number one Simona Halep against eighth seeded
Ukrainian Elina Svitolina.  

It says a lot about the turbulence of women’s tennis
that Williams is making her 12th semi-final appearance
while of the other three only Halep has gone this far
before, and that was back in 2014. Williams is the
colossus that still bestrides women’s tennis, but there
are chinks in her armour as have been exposed both at
Wimbledon and in her last two Grand Slam finals.

Outplayed by Angelique Kerber in last year’s
Wimbledon final and then a spectacular meltdown in
the US Open defeat by Naomi Osaka gives Strycova
genuine hope of an upset. Not that the diminutive
Czech will require any as her bubbly character oozes
optimism and her form guide is as good as any of the
semi-finalists having ousted four seeds on her way to
the semi-final. Williams’s clay court campaign was
affected by a knee injury but has accrued invaluable
extra game time by playing the mixed doubles with
another former world number one, Andy Murray.

‘Fighting spirit’
“This is the first time since Australia (she reached the

quarter-finals of the Australian Open) that I actually
felt, like, good,” said Williams. “It’s been a really, really
long year for me already, and hard year, because I’m
usually not typically injured. “I don’t know where I am. I
do know I feel good.” However, she has still looked vul-
nerable and Strycova’s speed round the court and array
of shots will pay dividends if she reproduces the lead-

en-footed performance she put up against Riske.
“She’s good on the grass,” Williams said of an oppo-

nent she has defeated three times without dropping a
set, including the first round at Wimbledon seven years
ago. “She knows what to do. She has a good all-around
game. She’s incredibly tricky. It’s definitely not easy.
“But it’s something I’m definitely geared up for.”
Strycova for her part described Williams as a great
champion and amazing athlete but if that indicated she
was intimidated  think again. “I don’t have fear,” “I don’t
have such a power like Serena, but I have other
weapons. “I will try to use them as much as I can. I will
enjoy. “I have really at this point nothing to lose.”

Halep should  prevail in the other clash, not only
because of her greater experience and having won a
Slam in last year’s French Open, but she says she has at
last taken to grass after not being best suited to it when
she lost to Eugenie Bouchard in the 2014 semi-final.
Halep showed this in impressing in her previous two
matches dealing with the partisan crowd in beating
Coco Gauff and then coming back from 4-1 down and
break points in the first set against Zhang Shuai in her
quarter-final.  

“I’m a different person,” said the 27-year-old
Romanian. “Everything changed. I have a lot of experi-
ence now. I’m more confident. “I love grass. It’s first
time when I say that.” Svitolina has at last broken the
psychological barrier of reaching the semi-finals-four
losing quarter-final appearances at other Slams testify
to her inability to go further. “I am not going to give up
the match easy,” she said.

Meanwhile, Serena has revealed that she consulted a
therapist after her infamous 2018 US Open final melt-
down in which her bitter war of words with the umpire
overshadowed Naomi Osaka’s maiden Grand Slam vic-
tory. The American superstar was widely vilified for her
New York outburst in which she branded the chair
umpire a “liar” and “thief”. She was handed a code vio-
lation for coaching, docked a point for smashing her
racquet and penalized a game for verbal abuse.

“I couldn’t find peace. I started seeing a therapist,”
Williams wrote in a first-person account published in US
glossy magazine Harper’s Bazaar. “I was searching for
answers, and although I felt like I was making progress, I
still wasn’t ready to pick up a racquet.” Williams’s essay

appeared online and on her own Instagram account in
the middle of her Wimbledon quarter-final defeat of
Alison Riske on Tuesday. In it, she says she has apolo-
gized to Osaka, the breakout Japanese star who won the
US Open final in straight sets.

“I am so proud of you and I am truly sorry. I thought
I was doing the right thing in sticking up for myself. But
I had no idea the media would pit us against each oth-
er,” said the 37-year-old Williams. “I would love the
chance to live that moment over again. I am, was, and
will always be happy for you and supportive of you. “I
would never, ever want the light to shine away from
another female, specifically another black female ath-
lete.” Williams said that Osaka, who went on to take the
Australian Open title and the world number one spot,
had accepted her apology.

Osaka’s reply, she insisted, had even moved her to

tears. Despite her apology, Williams still insists she was
a victim of sexism at Flushing Meadows. “Why is it that
when women get passionate, they’re labeled emotional,
crazy, and irrational, but when men do they’re seen as
passionate and strong? “So often, in situations similar
to mine, when men fight back against the referees,
they’re met with a smile or even a laugh from the
umpire, as if they’re sharing an inside joke. 

“I’m not asking to avoid being penalized. I am asking
to be treated the same way as everyone else. Sadly, that’s
simply not the world we currently live in.” After partner-
ing Andy Murray in the mixed doubles on Tuesday, the
American said it had been a tough decision to seek
counseling. “It wasn’t very easy. I’ve had a lot of things
happen to me at that particular tournament in general,”
she explained. “It was just important to always try to
better yourself in any way that you can.”— Agencies 

A combination of photos shows US player Serena Williams (right) and Czech Republic’s Barbora Strycova.
Strycova and Williams will face each other in the women’s singles semi-finals at the 2019 Wimbledon
Championships today. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Red Bull athlete and water
sports extraordinaire, Mohammad
Burbayea, has managed to continue his
streak of success at the Jet Ski World
Series 2019 in Belgium, clinching 1st place
in the Pro Grand Prix category. Burbayea
was able to surpass 18 other participants
and global champions, Pons Teddy from
France and Jorgensen Marcus from
Denmark, who secured the silver and
bronze medals, respectively. After a gruel-
ing 4 rounds, Mohammed had accumulat-

ed a total of 214 points, 43 points ahead of
the distant second place. 

Right by his side, was the Kuwaiti Jet
Ski team, also achieving inspiring suc-
cess. A 17-member Kuwaiti team partic-
ipated in Belgium from July 3rd to 7th.
World champion, Mohammed Al Baz
claimed 4th place in the same category
while Abdul Rahman Al Omar claimed
5th. Similarly, Salem Al Mutawa man-
aged to achieve podium level success as
he completed in 3rd place in the Expert

Ski Limited category. 
Belgium was the first stop of the Jet Ski

World Series 2019, with the participation
of 33 countries and 300 participants from
across the world including representatives
from Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
and Qatar. Round 2 will be hosted by
Arizona in October and round 3, the final,
will occur in Thailand in December. The
World Series consists of several cate-
gories ranging from the Pro Ski Grand
Prix to the Junior Ski 13-15 Stock. 

Burbayea’s journey began at the young
age of five years old, where he was intro-
duced to a jet ski through weekend get-
aways with his family at their chalet.
Professionally, he started entering local
competitions when he was 16 years old
and has since then grown into a global
competitor and household name. His
advice to all young hopefuls is to develop
a hobby and passion into a profession. 

Burbayea is the first Jet Ski racer in
Kuwait and he aims to elevate the level of

competition in the country. Part of his
motivation is to raise Kuwait’s flag at
global championships, as well as gain
interest within Kuwait in the sport.
Whether it is championships on a regional
or global level, bringing worldwide recog-
nition to his home country is what he
makes him the proudest of his achieve-
ments.  To Stay up to date with the latest
from Mohammed Burbayea you can follow
him on Instagram @m.burbayea or follow
Red Bull @redbullkuwait.

Burbayea claims gold at the International Jet Ski World Series 


