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Pompeo said last month that he hopes more than 20 coun-
tries, including the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia,
would work together on building maritime security. “We’ll
need you all to participate, your military folks,” Pompeo said.
“The president is keen on sharing that the United States does-
n’t bear the cost of this.”

Iran has long threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz,
through which almost a fifth of the world’s oil passes, if it was
unable to export its oil, something US President Donald
Trump’s administration has sought as a way to pressure
Tehran to renegotiate a deal on its nuclear program. But the
US proposal for an international coalition to safeguard ship-
ping in the Strait, at the mouth of the Gulf, has been gaining
momentum since attacks in May and June against oil tankers in
Gulf waters. Last month, Iran shot down a US drone near the
Strait, prompting President Donald Trump to order retaliatory
air strikes, only to call them off.

Although US officials had publicly discussed plans to safe-
guard the Strait, Dunford’s disclosure that the coalition would
also seek to bolster security in the Bab Al-Mandab off Yemen
appeared to be a new element. The United States, as well as
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, have long fretted
over attacks by Iran-aligned Houthi fighters in the narrow Bab
Al-Mandab waterway, which connects the Red Sea with the
Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea.

Nearly 4 million barrels of oil are shipped daily through the
Bab Al-Mandab to Europe, the United states and Asia plus
commercial goods. Dunford said the United States would pro-
vide “command and control” ships but said the goal would be
for other countries to provide vessels to patrol waters between
those command ships. The third part of the mission would
involve coalition members escorting their countries’ commer-
cial vessels. “The expectation is that the actual patrolling and
escorts would be done by others,” he said.

Dunford said the size of the campaign could be adjusted
based on the number of countries that commit to it. “This will
be scalable, right? So with a small number of contributors,
we can have a small mission. And we’ll expand that as the
number of nations that are willing to participate identify
themselves,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Trump warned yesterday that sanctions against
Iran would soon be “increased substantially” after Tehran said
it had exceeded a limit on enriched uranium reserves under a
2015 nuclear deal abandoned by Washington. “Iran has long
been secretly ‘enriching,’ in total violation of the terrible 150
Billion Dollar deal made by John Kerry and the Obama
Administration,” Trump said on Twitter. “Remember, that deal
was to expire in a short number of years. Sanctions will soon
be increased, substantially!”

Former secretary of state Kerry spearheaded the diploma-
cy that led to the 2015 accord between Iran and world powers,
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). The deal
promised sanctions relief, economic benefits and an end to
international isolation in return for stringent curbs on the
Islamic republic’s nuclear program. But Tehran says it has lost
patience with perceived inaction by European countries more
than a year after Trump pulled the United States out of the
agreement, reimposing stinging sanctions.

Tehran announced on Monday it had surpassed 4.5 per-
cent uranium enrichment - above the 3.67 percent limit under
the accord - though still far below the 90 percent necessary
for military purposes. President Hassan Rouhani said in May
that Iran would roll back its commitments under the deal in
stages every 60 days in an effort to force the other parties to
deliver on their side of the bargain.

Washington used a session yesterday of the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s 35-nation Board of Governors to
accuse Iran of extortion after it inched past the deal’s limit on
enrichment levels, while still offering to hold talks with Tehran.
But Iran’s IAEA ambassador said in a German newspaper
interview published yesterday that Tehran intended to pre-
serve the nuclear deal with major powers if all other signato-
ries honored their commitments under it. “Everything can be
reversed within a single hour - if all of our partners in the
treaty would just fulfill their obligations in the same way,”
Gharib Abadi was quoted by the weekly Die Zeit as saying.

Rouhani said yesterday the Islamic Republic’s moves were
permissible under the deal, rebuffing a warning by European
powers to continue compliance. The Trump administration
says it is open to negotiations with Iran on a more far-reach-
ing agreement on nuclear and security issues. But Iran says it
must first be able to export as much oil as it did before the US
withdrawal. “There is no credible reason for Iran to expand its
nuclear program, and there is no way to read this as anything
other than a crude and transparent attempt to extort payments
from the international community,” said a Trump administra-
tion statement issued at the closed-door session of the IAEA
board in Vienna. — Agencies 

US wants military
coalition to...

Continued from Page 1

United States is not someone we are thrilled with, a
very stupid guy,” he tweeted, describing Darroch as a
“pompous fool”.

Darroch had been due to step down at the end of the
year. “Since the leak of official documents from this
Embassy there has been a great deal of speculation sur-
rounding my position,” he said. “The current situation is
making it impossible for me to carry out my role as I
would like.” An inquiry is under way into who leaked the
memos, and why. “Somebody has, for whatever mali-
cious reasons, sought to either damage the UK-U.S.
relationship or indeed Sir Kim personally,” British trade
minister Liam Fox told reporters. “I don’t know what the
motivations would be at this stage but it is very impor-
tant that we find out who actually carried out this par-
ticularly damaging act.”

Britain prides itself on its “special relationship” with
its closest ally and Trump himself described it as “the
greatest alliance the world has ever known” during a
lavish state visit to Britain last month. That relationship
is of particular importance to London now, as it hopes
to strike a major trade deal with Washington when it
leaves the European Union. Darroch, a career diplomat
who was previously Britain’s envoy to the EU, had
been accused by some Brexit supporters of being
biased towards the bloc.

Trump himself had previously suggested that Nigel

Farage, now leader of Britain’s Brexit Party, would be a
good choice as ambassador, irritating British officials.
Farage said this week he was not the right man for the
job, but yesterday, after Darroch’s resignation, tweeted:
“The right decision, time (to) put in a non-Remainer
who wants a trade deal with America.” May said the
government did not share Darroch’s views of the Trump
administration, but that British ambassadors should have
the freedom to give frank assessments, and that it was a
matter of great regret that he had felt he had to quit.

During a campaign visit yesterday, Johnson, who
was himself foreign minister until a year ago, called
Darroch “a superb diplomat”, adding that whoever
leaked the documents had “done a grave disservice to
our civil servants”. The main opposition Labour Party
said Darroch had been bullied out by Trump and
because of Johnson’s “pathetic lickspittle response”. “It
makes a laughing stock out of our government,” said
Emily Thornberry, Labour’s foreign affairs spokes-
woman. “(Johnson) claims to regard Winston Churchill
as his hero. But just imagine Churchill allowing this
humiliating, servile, sycophantic indulgence of the
American president’s ego to go unchallenged.”

The head of Britain’s diplomatic service, Simon
McDonald, said it was unprecedented for a head of
state, friendly or hostile, to refuse to work with British
ambassadors, who are generally professional diplomats,
not political appointees. The last time there was a prob-
lem with an envoy to Washington was in 1856, he said.
Johnson says he should be the one to replace May
because his insistence on leaving the EU as scheduled
on Oct 31, with or without a transition agreement, will
spur the EU to give Britain a better deal than the one
she secured in two years of talks but failed to get
through parliament.  — Reuters 
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The shaking yesterday was visible although less
severe than during the first episode in June. On that
occasion she appeared unsteady and shook as she
stood in the midday sun next to Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, whom she was welcoming with
military honors. That first bout of shaking was blamed
on dehydration. But a second episode struck a week
later at the end of June, just hours before she was due
to board a plane for a G20 summit in Japan. Officials
had sought to play down fears over her health then,
saying that she was fine and that she would not be can-
celling any planned engagements.

Merkel has been leader of Europe’s biggest econo-
my for almost 14 years. Frequently called the European
Union’s most influential leader and the most powerful
woman in the world, Merkel has said she will leave poli-
tics at the end of her term, in 2021. But she has strug-
gled to stamp out repeated speculation that she may
leave the political stage earlier than planned. The coali-
tion that she had forged with the center-left Social

Democratic Party was fragile from the start, and has
lurched from crisis to crisis.

The latest health scare has prompted additional
questions over the length of her reign. There were brief
concerns about her well-being in 2014 when she was
taken ill during a television interview. The broadcast
was interrupted when she experienced a drop in blood
pressure. Merkel’s spokesman explained at the time
that the leader did not feel well for a moment, then ate
and drank something and continued the interview.

Earlier that same year, she fractured her pelvis while
cross-country skiing in Switzerland and was ordered to
cut back her schedule dramatically and stay in bed as
much as possible for three weeks. A keen hiker too,
Merkel herself once asserted she had a “camel-like”
ability to store energy for sleepless all-night summits.
German media, which had largely refrained from specu-
lating about Merkel’s health during her second spell of
shaking, said they could not look away a third time.

“Angela Merkel’s health is now a political issue,” said
Germany’s largest selling daily Bild. “If signs of physical
or psychological weaknesses appear often, the govern-
ment would have to rethink its stonewalling tactic.
Otherwise, rumors will take on a life of their own,”
warned the daily. In case of emergency, Merkel would
be replaced by Vice Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who would
carry out her duties until parliament elected a new
leader. — AFP 
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Silwan that seeks to demonstrate Jews’ historical
connection to Jerusalem. It was in the news recently
when US officials attended an inauguration of an
archaeological project it organised in Silwan, another
break with traditional diplomatic practice by President
Donald Trump’s White House that drew Palestinian out-
rage. Their attendance was seen as further US recogni-
tion of Israeli sovereignty over east Jerusalem.

Palestinians say Israel and groups such as Elad are
on a systematic campaign to force them out of

Jerusalem. Israel occupied east Jerusalem in the 1967
Six-Day War and later annexed it in a move never rec-
ognized by the international community. It sees the
entire city as its capital, while the Palestinians view the
eastern sector as the capital of their future state. East
Jerusalem includes highly sensitive holy sites for
Christians, Muslims and Jews that are located in the Old
City near Silwan. Some 600,000 Israeli settlers now
live in the occupied West Bank and east Jerusalem
among around 2.9 million Palestinians.

Peace Now said in a statement “the settlement in
Silwan not only harms the prospects for a conflict-end-
ing agreement and stability in Jerusalem, it is also cruel
and evil”. It accused the settlers of “using their power
and money to exhaust and impoverish the Palestinian
families in legal proceedings so that they will have to
agree to sell them homes.” —  AFP 
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PARIS: France said yesterday its missiles had been
found at a Libyan base used by forces loyal to strong-
man Khalifa Haftar, in an embarrassing admission that
raises fresh questions about its role in the conflict.
Confirming a report in the New York Times, a defense
ministry statement said the US-made Javelin missiles
discovered in June at a camp south of Tripoli had been
purchased by France. But it denied supplying them to
Haftar in breach of a UN arms embargo, saying French
forces operating in the war-torn country had lost track
of them after they were judged to be defective. 

“Damaged and out-of-use, these weapons were
being temporarily stocked in a warehouse ahead of
their destruction,” it said. “They were not transferred to
local forces.” The anti-tank missiles, worth $170,000
each, were seized when forces loyal to the UN-recog-
nized government in Tripoli overran the pro-Haftar base
in Gharyan, 100 km south of Tripoli.

Three of them were shown to journalists, including
AFP reporters, on June 29 alongside Chinese-made
shells bearing the markings of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). The French ministry statement did not explain
how the missiles were lost and the find is likely to boost

suspicions that Paris is backing Haftar on the ground.
“These weapons were for the protection of forces
undertaking intelligence and counter-terror missions,”
the French statement said.

Claudia Gazzini, senior Libya analyst at the
International Crisis Group, an NGO, said the town of
Gharyan had in the past housed facilities for obsolete
weapons. But there were unanswered questions about
whether French troops were present when the base was
overrun, she said. “The French need to clarify in greater
detail,” she told AFP. “The open question is whether or
not they are actively supporting Haftar’s forces in their
offensive on Tripoli.”

Haftar’s opponents have branded him a warlord and
dictator-in-the-making, but the military strongman is
backed by some Western and many regional countries
as a bulwark against Islamist groups. On April 4, he
launched an offensive on the Libyan capital seeking to
overthrow the government of Prime Minister Fayez Al-
Sarraj. The fighting has claimed at least 1,000 lives and
displaced tens of thousands of people.

Jalel  Harchaoui, an expert on Libya at the
Clingendael Institute, a Netherlands-based think-

tank, recalled the deaths of three French forces who
were working alongside Haftar’s troops in 2016. The
French defense ministry statement “has no credibili-
ty”, he told AFP. 

French presence 
France under President Emmanuel Macron has pub-

licly denied taking sides in the conflict and has called
for a UN arms embargo to be enforced. The Libyan
conflict has drawn in a range of regional and interna-
tional actors and the country is awash with foreign
weaponry despite the UN embargo. “Before, the viola-
tions were happening but people were still cautious,”
Gazzini told AFP. “But now it is quite the contrary.
There is no shame in boasting about the arrival of new
equipment.”

Analysts say Haftar has been backed by Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Egypt, Russia, the US and France dur-
ing offensives against Islamist militias that have brought
most of the country under his control. The UN-recog-
nized government in Tripoli headed by Sarraj controls a
much smaller section of territory around Tripoli in the
west and draws support from Turkey, Qatar and Italy,

analysts say. In May, the government posted pictures
showing the arrival of Turkish BMC Kirpi armored
vehicles at Tripoli port.

France’s role has caused tensions. Macron threw
himself into diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict
after his election in May 2017, seeing the instability as a
major security worry and a source of migration to
Europe. He invited Haftar and Sarraj to a peace confer-
ence in Paris in 2017 which was seen as giving the com-
mander international legitimacy for the first time. 

The UAE has also denied shipping weapons to
Haftar’s forces in Libya. Before the latest discoveries,
UN experts were investigating so-called Chinese Blue
Arrow missiles fired from a Chinese drone in a suburb
of Tripoli in April which experts suspect were supplied
by the UAE. In a video distributed by pro-Sarraj forces
after the Haftar base in Gharyan was over-run in June, a
captured commander alleges six French military advi-
sors and UAE soldiers were at the base. This was dis-
missed as “fake news” by the French embassy in Tripoli.
Libya descended into chaos after a 2011 uprising and
NATO-backed military campaign against late dictator
Muammar Gaddafi. — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: Indian Railways have
come up with a novel way of getting ele-
phants to buzz off from train tracks:
Speakers that play the sound of bees to
scare the jumbos away. Almost 70 ele-
phants were killed by trains between
2013 and June this year, mostly in the
north-eastern state of Assam and north-
ern West Bengal. But nearly 50 buzzing
amplifiers have been deployed as part of
“Plan Bee” at a dozen “elephant corri-
dors” in the vast forests of Assam state,
home to nearly 6,000 elephants, 20 per-
cent of the country’s total.

“We were looking for means to stop
the elephants from coming on to the
tracks and our officers came up with this
device,” Pranav Jyoti Sharma, an Indian
Railways spokesperson, told AFP. The
buzzing is played as trains approach
vulnerable points and can be heard up
to half a mile away, the spokesman said.
The devices were tested for efficiency in
2017 on domesticated elephants, and
then wild ones, before they were

deployed for real last year. 
The novel approach has won the

team accolades from animal conserva-
tionists and on Tuesday an award for
“best innovative idea” from Indian
Railways for regional operator
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR).
Elephants have long been known to be
frightened by the buzzing of bees and
stings. Villagers in the southern Indian
state of Kerala have been using “bee-
hive fences” to scare away marauding
elephants. When elephants touch the
fences, bees inside boxes attached to
the fences storm out angrily to defend
their colonies.

Besides the dangers posed to ele-
phants and trains alike on railways, India
has also witnessed an increase in man-
animal conflict that conservationists
blame on the shrinking of habitat for the
wild animals. Nearly 2,300 people have
been killed by elephants in the last five
years, according to official figures
released in June. — AFP 
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Iranian boats carrying commercial goods, mainly food ingredients, are pictured at Ras Al-Khor in Dubai yesterday. — AFP 


