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Billionaire rapper Jay-Z is entering the fast-growing
cannabis industry, taking a role with California
company Caliva as a strategist. Privately owned

Caliva, formed in San Jose in 2015, said on Tuesday that
Jay-Z had entered a long-term partnership in which he
will focus on outreach and the creative direction of the
company. The rapper, whose formal title with Caliva will
be chief brand strategist, will also further his social jus-
tice efforts by increasing job training for former prisoners
as well as fostering quality and fairness in the develop-

ment of the legal marijuana industry, the company said in
a statement.

“We want to create something amazing, have fun in
the process, do good and bring people along the way,”
the rapper said in a statement. Jay-Z earlier this year
helped to launch a criminal justice group called the
Reform Alliance with a goal of helping to get 1 million
Americans out of jail and on probation or parole in the
next five years. Jay-Z, 49, who is married to R&B artist
Beyonce, was named by Forbes magazine in June as the

first hip-hop artist to become a billionaire thanks to
investments in clothing, champagne, ride-hailing service
Uber and his Roc Nation entertainment company.

He is the latest celebrity to get into the marijuana
business as its legalization for recreational use has
spread to 11 US states, including California. Rapper
Snoop Dogg has his own brand, Leafs by Snoop, and
actress Whoopi Goldberg in 2016 launched a line of
medical marijuana products aimed at providing relief
from menstrual cramps. — Reuters
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ASpanish court ruled yesterday that Grammy
award-winning singer Julio Iglesias is the biologi-
cal father of a 43-year-old man who has waged a

protracted paternity battle with the star. The judge in the
case refused to admit DNA evidence obtained surrepti-
tiously by a private detective working for the claimant
and his lawyer. But he ruled that the man’s mother had
provided credible details of her affair with the singer and
also cited the physical resemblance between the two
men.

Iglesias himself has always refused to give DNA evi-
dence to settle the dispute. His other children include the
Latin pop superstar Enrique Iglesias. The case was
brought by Javier Sanchez Santos, the son of Portuguese
former ballerina Maria Edite, who says she had a brief
affair with Iglesias in 1975. After examining the paternity
suit, a judge at a court in the eastern city of Valencia
“declares that Julio Iglesias is his biological father”, the
court said in a statement. Edite told the court that she
had a one-week affair with Iglesias in Catalonia in
Spain’s northeast in July 1975 and that nine months later
Javier was born, said Sanchez’s lawyer, Fernando Osuna.

The singer’s defense team had argued that the trial
should not take place since the case had already gone to
court before and was dismissed in 1992. The 75-year-old
singer did not attend the trial.  But Osuna had argued a
new trial was justified as they had “DNA evidence”
brought from the United States by a detective.

DNA evidence rejected 
The detective managed to get close to the singer’s son

Julio Iglesias Junior while he was surfing in Miami and
picked up a bottle of water that was used in a DNA test,

the lawyer said. That test showed that Julio Iglesias Jr
and Sanchez were brothers, Osuna claimed. When
Sanchez filed the paternity suit in 2017 he told reporters
gathered outside the Valencia courthouse that the DNA
evidence “indicates with an accuracy of 99.9 percent that
I am his son and that my mother has always told the
truth.”

The judge refused to admit the DNA evidence
obtained by the detective. But he ruled that Edite had
provided “very concrete” information about the location
and description of the chalet where Iglesias was staying
when she says she had an affair with the singer. The
judge also said there was evidence that Iglesias and Edite
had contact at around the time that Sanchez was con-
ceived, which means that “the possibility that sexual rela-
tions took place between them is not unlikely nor pre-
posterous.”

He also cited the “obvious physical resemblance”
between Iglesias and Sanchez-and the singer’s steadfast
refusal to carry out a DNA test despite evidence of the
affair. Iglesias’s lawyer, Fernando Falomir, told AFP his
client will appeal the ruling on the grounds that the issue
had already been “resolved” by the courts.

‘Obsession for sex’ 
Sanchez, who is married and lives in Italy, has said in

previous media interviews that he suffered bullying as a
youth because of his claim that he was the singer’s son.
He has enjoyed modest success as a singer and DJ. In
1999 he released an album called “Lucha y Veras”, or
“Fight and You Will See”, which was seen as a reference
to his paternity battle. Iglesias is known for his romantic
ballads and a prolific love life that has long been fodder
for tabloid headlines. He has sold over 300 million albums
in his decades-long career.

He has been married twice. His first marriage was to
Spanish socialite Isabel Preysler with whom he had three
children-including pop star Enrique. He has five other
children with his current wife, Miranda Rijnsburger.
Iglesias has often presented himself as an unapologetic
flirt with “an obsession for sex”. “Don’t ask me how many
brothers I have,” his son Julio Jr said in 2018 on televi-
sion. “I don’t even know myself.” — AFP

This combination of pictures created yesterday shows a file
photo of Spanish singer Julio Iglesias in Mexico city and a file
photo of Javier Sanchez Santos in Valencia. — AFP photos

Javier Sanchez Santos, who claims to be the son of Spanish crooner Julio Iglesias, arrives with his mother Maria Edite
Santos (left) and his Italian partner Chiara Allegrini (right) to appear to the court of Valencia before a hearing to examine
his paternity claim.

WarnerMedia will launch its new Netflix rival “HBO
Max” in early 2020 after reclaiming the rights to
stream its hugely popular television comedy

“Friends,” the company said Tuesday. The new service will
enter an increasingly crowded TV streaming marketplace,
vying for customers with Netflix, Hulu and Amazon as well
as the soon-to-be-launched Disney+, Comcast’s
NBCUniversal and Apple’s upcoming product. “Friends”-
which ended back in 2004 — is believed to be one of
Netflix’s most-watched shows, capturing a new generation
of viewers since it was licensed by WarnerMedia to the
streaming market leader in 2014.

Although Netflix rarely publishes viewership figures, it
reportedly paid $100 million to extend streaming rights by
just one year for the New York-based sitcom starring
Jennifer Aniston in 2018. “We’re sorry to see Friends go to
Warner’s streaming service at the beginning of 2020 (in
the US). Thanks for the memories, gang,” Netflix said
Tuesday in a Twitter post labeled “The One Where We
Have To Say Goodbye.”

As well as all 236 episodes of “Friends,” the HBO Max
platform will group together WarnerMedia’s vast library of
shows and films, along with premium HBO content includ-
ing “Game of Thrones,” and new original programming.

Pricing for the new service has not been announced, with
more details to follow later this year, a WarnerMedia
spokesman told AFP. The launch of HBO Max will see
WarnerMedia become the latest media-entertainment
conglomerate to move into on-demand streaming, as con-
sumers shift away from traditional “linear” television and
hefty cable TV bundles.

The announcement indicates parent company AT&T
will offer a single streaming product, expanding on its
existing HBO service, rather than a separate service with
content from its newly acquired Time Warner and Turner
television operations. As a result, the new service will also
include exclusive streaming rights to shows like “The Fresh
Prince of Bel Air” and “Pretty Little Liars.”

HBO Max will debut with some 10,000 hours of “pre-
mium content,” according to the WarnerMedia statement.
“HBO Max will bring together the diverse riches of
WarnerMedia to create programming and user experi-
ences not seen before in a streaming platform,” said
Robert Greenblatt, chairman of WarnerMedia
Entertainment. —AFP

Singer Taylor Swift was named the world’s highest-
paid entertainer yesterday but was closely fol-
lowed by two members of the wider Kardashian

clan - reality star turned cosmetics queen Kylie Jenner
and rapper Kanye West. The annual Forbes Celebrity
100 list also saw soccer stars Lionel Messi, Cristiano
Ronaldo and Neymar among the top 10, along with
British singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran and 1970s soft
rock band The Eagles, who embarked on a new tour in
2018.

West, the husband of Kim Kardashian, returned to
the list after a four-year absence. Forbes estimated his
pre-tax earnings at $150 million, driven mostly by his
popular Yeezy sneaker line, putting him in third place.
Kim Kardashian ranked No.26 on the list. Swift, hot off
her 2018 “Reputation” tour and album, earned an esti-
mated $185 million to take the No. 1 spot. The 29-year-
old pop star also topped the list in 2016 after her best-
selling “1989” tour and album.

Jenner, 21, the half-sister of Kim, Khloe and
Kourtney Kardashian, came in second place after
bringing in an estimated $170 million thanks to her
booming online lip kits and cosmetics company. Earlier
this year Forbes declared Jenner to be the world’s
youngest billionaire.

Forbes compiled its 2019 list by estimating pre-tax
earnings from June 2018-June 2019, before deducting
fees for managers, based on data from Nielsen, touring
trade publication Pollstar, movie database IMDB and
interviews with industry experts and many of the
celebrities themselves. The magazine said the world’s
100 highest-paid celebrities pulled in $6.3 billion pre-
tax over the past 12 months. American boxer Floyd
Mayweather and actor George Clooney took the top
two spots on last year’s list but landed outside the top
10 this time. — Reuters

Taylor Swift

British singer Sting cancelled a slew of concerts in
Europe yesterday, blaming an unspecified illness
for keeping him off the stage since the beginning

of the week. Hours after calling off an appearance in
Munich, Germany slated for last night, the former Police
frontman’s website said shows in another German city
Stuttgart as well as Slavkov u Brna in the Czech
Republic scheduled for Thursday and Friday would also
not go ahead. “It is with great regret that Sting’s con-
certs... will be cancelled,” the statement read.

“Sting is under the weather and under doctor’s
orders,” it continued, saying he was “forced” not to
take to the stage. “Sting sincerely regrets disappointing
or causing any inconvenience to the fans” and will be
offering refunds to the disappointed concert-goers.
The string of cancellations for 67-year-old Sting, who
has more than 100 million album sales to his name,
began when he called off a Monday appearance at a
jazz festival in Ghent, Belgium. So far he has not
revealed what illness prompted him to send out an
SOS. The former teacher was the face of the massively
successful Police before launching a solo career in
1985. He has also thrown his star power behind activist
causes like freeing Nelson Mandela or protecting the
Amazon rainforest. Sting is also well-known as a keen
yoga practitioner. — AFP

In this file photo taken on September 21, 2002, cast members from “Friends,” which won Outstanding Comedy, series
pose at the 54th Annual Emmy Awards in the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. — AFP

In this file photo British singer Sting performs during
KAABOO Texas Music Festival at the AT&T Stadium in
Arlington, Texas. — AFP


