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WIESBADEN, Germany: An Iraqi man was
sentenced to life in jail by a German court
yesterday for the rape and murder of a
teenage girl that fuelled far-right protests
against a mass influx of mostly Muslim
migrants. The Alternative for Germany (AfD)
party and other far-right groups have seized
on the brutal killing of 14-year-old Susanna
Maria Feldman in their campaign against
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s asylum policy.

The accused, rejected asylum seeker Ali
Bashar, 22, was convicted of the killing and
handed the maximum sentence of life in prison
by the court in Wiesbaden, the city where the
murder took place in May last year. The judge,
Juergen Bonk, also found the crime to be of
exceptional severity, meaning that Bashar will
not be granted parole after 15 years as is usu-
ally the case in Germany but kept behind bars.
Bashar battered, raped and strangled the
schoolgirl to death in a wooded area near rail-
way tracks on May 23.

The court heard he then sent false mes-
sages from Susanna’s smartphone indicating
she had left for an impromptu trip to Paris. Her

body was only found on June 6 in a shallow
grave covered with leaves, twigs and soil. By
this time, Bashar and his family had left
Germany and returned to Arbil in northern
Iraq. The accused was however arrested by
Kurdish security forces and, even though
Berlin and Baghdad have no formal extradition
treaty, taken back to Germany.

Incapable of empathy    
Federal police chief Dieter Romann per-

sonally joined the controversial operation, as
newspaper front pages showed pictures of
commandos escorting a heavily restrained
Bashar off an aircraft. Bashar later confessed
the killing but denied the rape, claiming that
he and the girl had consensual sex before she
fell, got angry and threatened to call the
police. In a separate trial, Bashar is accused of
twice raping an 11-year-old girl, who was
believed to have also been sexually assaulted
by an Afghan youth.

The Bashar case put renewed pressure on
Merkel’s government over the decision to
keep open German borders at the height of

Europe’s refugee crisis. The far-right has
voiced fury about cases of sexual violence
committed by recent migrants and other for-
eign nationals-including mass assaults in
Cologne on New Year’s Eve 2015-16, and, in
April this year, the alleged gang rape by eight
Bulgarian teens of a 13-year-old girl.

Bashar, his parents and siblings arrived in
Germany in 2015, at the peak of the influx that
would bring more than a million asylum seek-
ers, mostly from the Middle East and Africa.
His asylum request was rejected in late 2016,
but he obtained a temporary residence permit
pending his appeal. During this time, he came
to police attention for fights, alleged robbery
and possession of an illegal switchblade.
Susanna’s mother, Diana Feldmann, dressed in
black during the almost four-month-long trial,
broke down in tears as the court heard the
harrowing details of the crime. “I have already
been given a lifetime sentence,” she told a
court last week. Bashar by contrast appeared
composed during the trial, in which a psychia-
trist testified the accused has a personality
disorder and is incapable of empathy. —AFP

Iraqi gets life in jail for teen 
rape-murder in Germany

Bashar will not be granted parole after 15 years 

LONDON: “Alexa, what are the symptoms of
flu?” The UK government said yesterday that
Britons will be able to get an answer to this
and other simple medical queries from the
National Health Service (NHS) using their
Amazon smart speakers. The state-run health
system’s tie-up with the US-based technology
giant drew praise from overworked doctors
and professionals weary of bad medical advice
proliferating online.

But privacy campaigners expressed alarm over
the possibility of Amazon storing medical data
and then using it to sell targeted ads. “Technology
like this is a great example of how people can
access reliable, world-leading NHS advice from
the comfort of their home, reducing the pressure
on our hardworking GPs and pharmacists,” Health
Secretary Matt Hancock said in a statement.

Amazon said it began updating its Echo smart
speakers to search NHS websites for medical
answers at the start of the week. The UK health
department said it expected half of all symptom
checks and other medical queries to be made
through voice-assisted technology by next year.
It added that the new and more reliable service
would be especially helpful to the elderly and
the blind.

Health professionals also welcomed the gov-
ernment’s embrace of shifting consumer habits
and the growing dominance of voice services.
“However, it is vital that independent research
is done to ensure that the advice given is safe,”
Royal  Col lege of  GPs chairwoman Helen
Stokes-Lampard said. “Otherwise it could pre-
vent people seeking proper medical help and
create even more pressure on our over-
stretched GP service.”

Some pr ivacy campaigners  have a lso
expressed concern about entrusting the tech
giant with sensitive enquiries. “Encouraging
the public to give their private health details
to one of the most aggressive corporate data
guzzlers is astonishingly misguided,” said Big
Brother Watch privacy group director Silkie
Carlo. “It’s a data protection disaster waiting
to happen.”

Big Brother Watch also claimed that Amazon
stores users’ voice recordings in its data cen-
ters. But Amazon said in a letter to US Senator
Chris Coons last month that its services “allow
customers to see, hear, and delete the audio
that was streamed to the cloud”. Coons has
been investigating Amazon’s data practices
since last year.

No patient data shared   
The Health department insists that Amazon

will not be able to access Britons’ medical
records. “No patient data is being shared with
Amazon as part of this agreement,” the health
department said in a statement released to AFP.
“Amazon is not sharing any of this information
with third parties, nor is it selling products or
making product recommendations based on
this health information, nor is it building a
health prof i le  on customers .”  The health
department added that Amazon was accessing
the information for free and that similar servic-
es such as Google Assistant were also encour-
aged to sign up. 

“This agreement with Amazon is not exclu-
sive-we want to work with other technology
providers on similar agreements,” the health
department said.  It added that all third paries
needed to win approval from the NHS before
accessing its websites and linking them up to
their voice-assistant devices. The NHS website
offers basic advice on thousands of medical
conditions and is one of the most popular
symptom checkers in the world. The new serv-
ice is being billed by the UK government as a
world-first. — AFP

‘Alexa, my head hurts:’ 
UK health service 
signs up Amazon

WIESBADEN: Ali Bashar, right, covers his face in front of the cameras upon entering the
courtroom, as his lawyer Martin Reineke looks on, in Wiesbaden, western Germany. — AFP

Australia to 
hold Aboriginal
recognition 
referendum
SYDNEY: Australia will hold a landmark referendum on
recognizing Aboriginal people in the constitution with-
in three years, the minister for indigenous affairs said
yesterday. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders lived
on the land for tens of thousands of years prior to
British colonization, and make up roughly three per-
cent of the population today, but remain by far the
country’s most disadvantaged community. The cam-

paign to include them in the constitution has stirred
heated debate in Canberra.

But last week right-leaning Prime Minister Scott
Morrison agreed to work with the opposition Labor par-
ty, clearing a path for indigenous affairs minister Ken
Wyatt to promise a constitutional referendum on the
issue within the three-year term of the current parlia-
ment.  Wyatt acknowledged, during a speech in Canberra,
that “there are diverse views” in the country on granting
constitutional recognition to Australia’s first people.

“I am prepared to walk with people on all sides of
politics, all sides of our community to hear their views
and reach a point in which they can agree,” he said.
Wyatt, who in May became the f irst  Aboriginal
Australian to hold the indigenous affairs portfolio, said
the question put forward to Australians for a vote must
be carefully crafted. “Sometimes we can aspire to an
optimum outcome but we also have to accept that there
is a pragmatic element to (a) constitutional referendum

and I would rather us in the psyche of this nation have a
win on a referendum than to have a loss.”

Voting in a constitutional referendum is compulsory
in Australia, and since 1901 just eight of 44 proposals for
constitutional change have succeeded. “We all know
how difficult it is to achieve referendum change in
Australia on any subject,” opposition shadow minister
for indigenous Australians Linda Burney, who is also
Aboriginal, told national broadcaster ABC.

Burney, whose Labor party supports the referendum,
said she expected a “pretty ugly” no campaign run
against the proposed change, but bel ieves the
“Australian public, in the main, is ready for constitutional
reform”. Advocates of the reform say it will help remove
discrimination of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
while creating a more inclusive national identity.
Government efforts to improve outcomes in the areas of
health and education for Aboriginal Australians have
consistently fallen short. — AFP

KINSHASA: The long, loud nights of
Kinshasa’s street life are set to be short-
ened by the new governor of DR Congo’s
unruly capital, as part of a city-wide cru-
sade against “dirtiness”. In less than a
month, the bars spilling out on to the city’s
highways and byways will no longer be
allowed to serve customers with beer and
meat skewers before 6:00 pm. Five hours
later, the premises must close, Governor
Gentiny Ngobila ordered last Thursday.

Customers on the packed terraces of
working-class districts such as the Huilerie,
Matonge and Bandal will benefit from an
extension until midnight at weekends and
on public holidays after the rules take
effect on August 1. Popular rumba music
can still boom out, but sales of drinks must
always cease an hour before closing time,
according to authorities who believe that a
“live and let live” attitude has gone too far
in Africa’s third-largest metropolis.

The bid to cut down on noise and disor-
derly conduct is just one aspect of
Ngobila’s “Kin Bopeto”-”Clean Kinshasa”-
operation, which also targets alleged pros-
titutes and delinquents. “Sometimes you
find somebody having a beer at 10 o’clock
in the morning. What state will they be in
by midday?” protested the provincial min-
ister of the environment, Didier Tenge
Litho. He has exhumed “the ordinance-law
of May 31, 1975, which regulates the open-
ing and closing hours of places serving
(alcoholic) drinks”.

Speaking on several radio stations to
spread the word, Tenge Litho said that the
Kin Bopeto campaign is intended to pro-
voke a general “change in outlook and
behaviour” to “reject filth”. Nobody knows
for sure how many people live in the
sprawling capital of the Democratic

Republic of Congo. There has been no
census since 1984, but a broad consensus
estimate puts the population at 10 million.

Cleansing brigades   
The city inherited from Belgian colonial

rule was often called “Kin-la-belle” (“Kin-
the-beautiful”), but for many nowadays it’s
become “Kin-la-poubelle” (Kin-the-trash-
bin”) — where countless plastic bags are
strewn the length of “avenues” of beaten
earth and clog up the waterways. The new
governor has announced resources to
obtain visible results from the Kin Bopeto
initiative within six months. Each of
Kinshasa’s 24 administrative departments
will get financial help, while “cleansing
brigades” of at least 40 agents will serve
each district.

The campaign also targets behaviour
seen as immoral and socially unacceptable,
but the authorities have set their sights on
traditional scapegoats. The “shegue” and
“kuluna” street kids and juvenile delin-
quents get the blame for insecurity, while
“ujana” alleged teen prostitutes are round-
ed up. Innocent girls are sometimes-indeed
often-accused of being loose women sim-
ply because they don’t wear bras.

City officials even plan to enforce dis-
tance among the informal traders who
gather along congested main roads. These
people must stand back at least a meter
from the highway to avoid anyone falling
sick because of filth. 

What will become of Kinshasa six
months into the governor’s plan remains to
be seen, but one thing is already certain. It
will affect the majority of the workforce
that ekes out a precarious living in informal
jobs, including petty roadside trade and
serving beer. — AFP

US Marines 
arrested for
migrant 
trafficking
LOS ANGELES: Two US Marines have
been arrested for smuggling undocu-
mented Mexican migrants into the
United States in exchange for money,
according to a court document. Byron
Darnell Law II and David Javier Salazar-
Quintero were arrested on July 3 along
the Mexican border in Jacumba,
California, the document said. They were
charged with having transported three
undocumented migrants about six miles
over the border.

The three Mexican nationals seated in
the back of the Marines’ vehicle were
prepared to pay $8,000 “to be smuggled
into the United States,” although it is
unclear to whom they would have paid
the money. The two Marines, who were
stationed at Camp Pendleton near San

Diego, have been accused of “knowing-
ly” transporting the migrants into the US
“for the purpose of... private financial
gain,” according to the court document.

During their hearings, both men
accused each other of responsibility in
the matter: Law said that Salazar
received directions to the pickup loca-
tion via a cell phone, while Salazar said
that Law originally got him involved with
smuggling. Salazar also said he had
made four other smuggling trips to
Jacumba. Law and Salazar were formally
charged Monday, according to The
Washington Post. The office of the attor-
ney general did not respond to AFP’s
request for comment.

“We continue to cooperate fully with
the investigative efforts into this matter,”
Marine spokesman First Lieutenant
Cameron Edinburgh told Marine Corps
Times. This is not the first case of US
military members helping migrants enter
the US. There were similar instances in
2014, 2017 and last year. The US Border
Patrol apprehended nearly 700,000
people illegally crossing into the United
States from October to June, 140 percent
higher than during the same period a
year earlier. — AFP

KANO, Nigeria: Four men have been
arrested in the northern Nigerian city of
Kano for allegedly carrying out a false
marriage on Facebook, which the Islamic
enforcement agency said had mocked
Islam.  Kano is among 12 northern
Nigeria states where Sharia law oper-
ates and the Hisbah enforcement agency
said yesterday the wedding was per-
ceived to have made a mockery of the
institute of marriage.

“We arrested four men for organizing
a mock wedding on Facebook which has
caused public outrage,” Hisbah’s chief
Abba Sufi said. “We arrested them for
making a mockery of the sanctity of the
institution of marriage,” he said. The four
suspects, aged between 30 and 32, were
picked up on Tuesday, days after news
circulated that one of them married a
young woman on Facebook in a ceremo-
ny witnessed by the others, Sufi said.

The groom, Sanusi Abdullahi, con-
fessed to have “jokingly” offered a female
Facebook friend who lives in the north-
eastern city of Maiduguri a bride price of
20,000 naira ($56) during the “online
marriage” on the condition that the mon-
ey would be paid after she moved into his
house.  His three accomplices stood as
witnesses in the ceremony which was
more of a “banter” between friends. Sufi
said the suspects had never met the
‘bride’ in person and was only a “social
media friend” to the four men.

The incident sparked an uproar from
radical Muslim clerics, who called for
the arrest and prosecution of the sus-
pects. Sufi said Abdullahi even received

death threats on his mobile phone and
was assaulted by an attacker while leav-
ing the mosque after evening prayers on
Monday before his arrest. “We have to
intervene to ensure the issue doesn’t
spiral out of control, now that the main
suspect is under threat.

“We have asked the police to investi-
gate such threats and the physical attack
on him which has left him with an injury
to his arm,” he said. Sufi said the sus-
pects had shown remorse and the
Hisbah was considering “closing the
case” but wanted to gauge the mood of
the people. Last December, the Hisbah
arrested 11 young women for allegedly
planning a lesbian wedding. The sus-
pects were arrested while making last-
minute preparations for the wedding in a
hotel, but insisted on belonging to a
dance club. In northern states, where
Sharia runs parallel to the state and fed-
eral justice system, homosexuality is
punishable by death, although the sen-
tence is rarely, if ever, enforced. — AFP

Kinshasa governor campaigns
against rowdy nights and ‘filth’

DRODRO: Thousands of displaced Congolese people take refuge in the grounds of a
Catholic Church in Drodro, eastern DR Congo.  — AFP

Nigeria sharia police arrest
four over ‘Facebook’ wedding

NANTES: This picture taken in Nantes,
shows logos of the online social media and
social networking service Facebook. — AFP


