
PORT MORESBY: At least 24 people, including two
pregnant women and their unborn children, were killed
in a three-day spasm of tribal violence in Papua New
Guinea’s lawless highlands, prompting the prime minis-
ter yesterday to promise swift justice. Officials said the
deaths occurred in Hela province-a rugged region in
the west of the country-when rival tribes apparently
clashed over control of local gold deposits in the miner-
al-rich soil.

Highland clans have fought each other in Papua
New Guinea for centuries, but an influx of automatic
weapons has made clashes more deadly and escalat-
ed the cycle of violence. Hela provincial administrator
William Bando told AFP yesterday that the death toll
could rise. “We are still waiting for today’s brief from
our officials on the ground,” he said, calling for at
least 100 police to be deployed to reinforce some 40
local officers.

The incident has shocked both the country and
recently appointed Prime Minister James Marape,

whose constituency includes the district where the
killings occurred. He vowed more security deployments
and warned the perpetrators “your time is up”. “Today
is one of the saddest day of
my life,” he said in a state-
ment. “Many children and
mothers innocently murdered
in Munima and Karida vil-
lages of my electorate.”

In the Karida attack, six
women and eight children-as
well as two pregnant women
and their unborn children-
were hacked and shot to
death in a 30-minute ram-
page.  Local health worker
Pills Kolo said it was hard to
recognize some of the body parts, and posted images
of remains bundled together with mosquito nets used
as makeshift body bags. Images provided by local

police showed the corpses of two children of school
age, one with severe head injuries.

Local media reported the attack appeared to related
to the ambush and murder of
six people the day before.
Marape blamed the violence
on three related warlords who
have been fighting against the
Tagali tribe over local gold
deposits. “Gun-toting crimi-
nals, your time is up,” Marape
said. “Learn from what I will
do to criminals who killed
innocent people, I am not
afraid to use strongest meas-
ures in law on you.”  He noted
that the death penalty was

“already a law”. 
Tribal clashes are a frequent occurrence in Papua

New Guinea’s highlands, where old rivalries prompted

by rape or theft, or disputes over tribal boundaries or
resources, often prompt violence. But this is the most
serious incident in years and the government-which has
only 40 police and 16 soldiers in the area according to
Bando-is struggling to respond. In nearby Enga
province, a similar surge in violence prompted the estab-
lishment of a makeshift military garrison and the deploy-
ment of a company of around 100 government soldiers
under the command of a Sandhurst-trained major. 

But even those forces lack the resources to tackle dif-
ficult terrain. Bando said 35 officers currently providing
security for a nearby ExxonMobil gas project “should be
released to assist those on the ground to ensure safety
for the families”. Marape has not yet provided details of
planned security deployments to the area, but appeared
exasperated by the current resources available. “How
can a province of 400,000 people function with policing
law and order with under 60 policemen, and occasional
operational military and police that does no more than
band-aid maintenance,” he said. — AFP

AL-RIMELA, Sudan: Amidst mounds of
sand capped by hand-written signs naming
the dead, Khadom embraces the tomb of her
son, one of the more than 200 killed in
Sudan’s months-long turmoil. It was an April
morning when a freshly-shaven Al-Moez
drank his tea before heading out to the office
from the modest home he shared with his
parents in Al-Rimela, southern Khartoum. His
office was in the same building as Qatar-
based news channel Al-Jazeera and near a
longstanding protest camp outside army
headquarters in central Khartoum.

“The building was under surveillance by
the all-powerful National Intelligence and
Security Service (NISS),” Khadom told AFP.
Shortly after he arrived at work, a colleague
started to take pictures with his mobile phone
from a window of their office. Out of nowhere,
a bullet pierced the window and lodged itself
in the heart of Al-Moez who was standing
nearby. The 45-year-old died on the spot.

Like dozens of others who lost a son, uncle
or brother, the family has paid a high price for
Sudan’s revolution that toppled its longtime
autocratic ruler Omar al-Bashir in April. And
now Al-Moez’s family want justice. His par-
ents have called for an official investigation
and for his killer to pay the “eye for an eye”

penalty. But Khadom says there is little
chance the case will come to trial or that the
NISS will be found guilty.

Anti-regime protests which first broke out
on December 19 after the tripling of bread
prices have cost the lives of more than 200
demonstrators, according to doctors close to
the protest movement. Gatherings have been
staged in front of the homes of the “martyrs”,
whose portraits have been painted on walls
across the capital. Outside a rundown apart-
ment block in central Khartoum, two little
boys, Ahmed and Asir, are often seen waving
small Sudanese flags at motorists.

“Blood for blood, we don’t want compen-
sation!” they chant if security forces pass by
in their pickups. Their uncle, Ali, 25, was felled
by a bullet in the back on June 3, the day gun-
men in military uniform brutally dispersed the
sit-in outside army headquarters that was in
place since April 6. More than 100 lives were
lost that day alone and over 500 people
wounded, according to the doctors. “My
brother died a martyr. We’re proud and I’m
also prepared to die for the revolution,” said
Yussef, 35, as tears welled up in his eyes.

Blood has not been shed in vain   
Eman, 24, also lost a brother in the mas-

sacre at the sit-in, which the protesters had
initially launched to demand Bashir’s ouster
and later to call on the generals to transfer
power to a civilian administration. A student
in England, Mattar was back to visit the
family and had just celebrated his 26th
birthday when he decided to spend a night
with the demonstrators at the sit-in. “They
killed him without mercy,” said Eman, whose
brother’s fate evoked a campaign of solidar-
ity on social  media under the hashtag
#blueformattar.  “Mattar gave his life. Now
things in Sudan must change.”

Last Friday, crowds of jubilant Sudanese
took to the streets to celebrate a landmark
deal between protest leaders and ruling
generals aimed at turning the page on seven
months of political unrest. Protest leaders
said they had agreed on a transition period
of three years and three months, with the
first 21 months presided over by a military
nominee, and the last 18 months by a civil-
ian. Demonstrators greeted the break-
through with chants of “the martyrs’ blood
has not been shed in vain” and “civilian rule,
civilian rule”.

But Yussef, at the centre of the protests
from the outset, said he would keep demon-
strating because nothing significant would
come from Sudan’s military. “We still have a
long way to go for a new Sudan... We must
keep up the fight for future generations,” he
said, glancing over at his sister’s boys
Ahmed and Asir. — AFP 
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HELA: This handout photo obtained from the Department Of Health, Hela Province in Papua New Guinea shows dead bodies lined up on a road in Hela province. — AFP

24 killed in PNG tribal massacres
Papua New Guinea prime minister promises justice

Old rivalries 
often prompt 

violence 

WELLINGTON: A guilt-ridden
neighbor of New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern revealed yes-
terday that he was responsible for
accidentally killing the nation’s “First
Cat” Paddles while reversing out of
his driveway.  Paddles died in
November 2017, shortly after Ardern
won office, but the full circumstances
of the death were never publicly
revealed, leading to curiosity about
who killed the cat.

The much-loved feline was a pop-
ular member of the prime ministerial
household, with a Twitter account set
up in her name, @FirstCatofNZ,
attracting more than 11,000 followers.
US magazine Vanity Fair praised the
tech-savvy feline for “helping estab-
lish Ardern as the latest hip, cool
world leader that America wishes it
had”. Paddles, who was “polydactyl”,
with extra toes that looked like
thumbs, also once interrupted a phone
call between Ardern and US President
Donald Trump by jumping on a table.

Ardern’s neighbor, identified only

as Chris, told the stuff.co.nz news
website that he was rushing back to
work from a lunch break in his
Auckland home when the prime min-
isterial moggy ran into the path of his
reversing car. “It was kind of shocking
at first, and I felt fairly bad because I
knew a bit of the back story, I knew
Paddles had some kind of social media
presence and had an extra toe,” he
said.  “I was also aware that to Jacinda
and Clarke, Paddles was their fur baby
at that point that they loved, so I was
pretty gutted.”

He could have made a purrfect get-
away, but Chris fronted up to the
prime ministerial household and told
them what he had done, saying Ardern
was understanding. He said his chil-
dren even wrote a condolence card
asking Ardern not to send their father
to prison. After Chris spoke publicly
about the incident for the first time on
Wednesday, the @FirstCatofNZ twit-
ter account retweeted his story and
made its first post in more than a year.
“I forgive you. #prrp.” —AFP
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