
NEW YORK: Kuwait has warned of the grow-
ing links between transitional organized crimes
and international terrorism and called for collec-
tive international action to counter both and cut
the links between them. Speaking at a special
UN Security Council on threats to the interna-
tional peace and security on Tuesday, Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative to the UN
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi cautioned that
that the link between organized crime and terror-
ism is developing, broadening and diversifying.
“Terrorist groups finance their operations
through transnational organized crimes (drugs,
arms and human trafficking, smuggling of
migrants, illicit trade in natural resources and
kidnapping for ransom),” he pointed out. He not-
ed that the phenomenon of terrorism and its links
to organized crime remain a challenge for affect-
ed states and a threat to international peace and
security. “Though terrorism and transnational
organized crime differ in methods and objectives,
they share the threat to international peace and
security and pose major challenges to the affect-
ed countries, as they fuel conflicts there,” he
warned.

Cementing cooperation
Otaibi underlined the need for cementing inter-

national cooperation to tackle the threat. “Today,
we cannot deal with the links between internation-
al terrorism and organized crime and obstruct the
activities of these groups without international
and regional cooperation,” he said. He called for
concerted efforts at the regional and international
levels to combat corruption, money-laundering
and illegal financial flows. “In this regard, we
stress the importance of member states’ joining

the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols,
the 2003 United Nations Convention against
Corruption, the international conventions and pro-
tocols against terrorism,” he added. The Kuwaiti
envoy called for coordinating national, regional
and international efforts to strengthen the global
response to the links between international terror-
ism and transnational organized crime.

Otaibi advised member states to cement coop-
eration and work out joint strategies to prevent
terrorists from benefiting from organized crime
and build capacity of national security agencies
to secure their borders against these terrorists
and those who work with them. He urged beefing
up national and regional legal systems to collect,
analyze and exchange information. He noted that
the public and private sectors in all countries had
an important role to play in preventing the use of
organized crime by terrorists.

Kuwait’s efforts
On Kuwait’s efforts to the overcome this chal-

lenge, Otaibi said that Kuwait understands the
serious danger of this link and has recently
passed a law to combat money laundering. In
recognition of the grave dangers posed by the
links between international terrorism and organ-
ized crime against international peace and secu-
rity, Kuwait has issued a law on combating mon-
ey laundering and the financing of terrorism. He
added that Kuwait has also acceded several
international conventions for countering organ-
ized crimes and terrorism including the United
Nations Convention against Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (Law No. 25 of 2000),
the United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime and the
Protocols thereto (Law 5 of 2006) and the
United Nations Convention against Corruption
(Law No. 47 of 2006).

In 2007, Kuwait chaired Middle East and North
Africa Financial Action Task Force (MENAFATF)
to combat money laundering and terrorism financ-
ing, he said. He noted that the FATF aims to adopt
and implement the FATF’s 40 recommendations, to
work together to identify issues related to money
laundering and terrorist financing of a regional
nature, exchange experiences and develop solu-
tions to deal with them. “In conclusion, we empha-
size that organized crime can be eliminated only
through a perseverance and inclusiveness
approach based on the active participation and
cooperation of all states and international and
regional organizations,” he said. — KUNA
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Kuwait Environment Council
seeks radical solutions
KUWAIT: The Supreme
Environment Council under-
lined on Tuesday the impor-
tance of finding radical solu-
tions for environmental prob-
lems in Kuwait for sake of
public health. This came in a
statement by the Defense
Ministry after a meeting of the
council, chaired by First
Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Defense and
Chairman of the Council
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. Council
members said the
Environment Public Authority
(EPA) should remove industri-
al facilities and ships from area of Usharej, in coordination with
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, and Ministry of
Communication, because they harm marine environment, the state-
ment said. The meeting also discussed the importance of finding a
solution for the plastic wastes, which have harmful effect on the
environment and health, the statement added. In other news, Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad sent a cable to his Qatari counterpart
Khaled Al-Attiyah, regretting the collision between two military
training aircraft that happened earlier yesterday. Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad expressed gratefulness that the planes’ pilots were
unharmed in the incident. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs the
Supreme Environment Council’s
meeting. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to
the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks
during a special UN Security Council on threats to
the international peace and security. — KUNA

Kuwait urges int’l synergy to cut links
between organized crime, terrorism

Terrorists finance operations through transnational organized crimes: Kuwait’s envoy

Kuwait security chief, 
US envoy discuss ties

KUWAIT: Head of the National Security Bureau (NSB) Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-
Sabah received at his office yesterday US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence R
Silverman, discussing with him ways to enhance bilateral ties. A statement by the
NSB also indicated that the two touched on issues of mutual interest and latest
regional and international developments. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Head of the National Security Bureau Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets
with US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence R Silverman. — KUNA

AMMAN: Jordanian Minister of Interior Salamah Hammad Al-Sahaim meets with the
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan Aziz Al-Daihani. — KUNA

Relations with Kuwait
expanded at various
levels: Jordanian minister 

AMMAN: Due to the keenness of both
Jordanian and Kuwaiti leaderships, both
countries managed to expand ties at
various levels, a Jordanian Minister said
yesterday. This remark came from
Jordanian Minister of Interior Salamah
Hammad Al-Sahaim during his reception
of Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan Aziz
Al-Daihani. According to a ministerial
statement, Minister Sahaim commended
the strong relations linking Jordanian
King Abdullah II and His Highness the
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, deeming it as

“unique” within the Arab world. He
affirmed that the Ministry of Interior of
Jordan has always followed up on
Kuwaiti nationals in the Kingdom, mak-
ing sure to facilitate procedures during
their stay in the country. Meanwhile,
Ambassador Daihani commended rela-
tions with Jordan, lauding the efforts
carried out by the Jordanian leadership
and the Ministry of Interior in favor of
Kuwaiti nationals. Minister Sahaim and
Ambassador Daihani discussed during
their meeting ways to enhance relations
between the two countries. — KUNA


