
LONDON: Britain’s ambassador to Washington quit
yesterday after days of stinging criticism from Donald
Trump, leading to accusations that Boris Johnson, the
favorite to be the next British prime minister, had
“thrown him under the bus”. Memos from Kim Darroch
describing the Trump administration as inept were
leaked to a British newspaper, infuriating the US presi-
dent, who launched a Twitter attack on both the envoy
and outgoing Prime Minister Theresa May, who had
given Darroch her full support.

As a spat between the two allies intensified, Trump
said he would sever ties with the “very stupid” Darroch
and called May “foolish”. Darroch said his position had
become untenable. The BBC’s diplomatic correspon-
dent said the ambassador had made the decision after
Johnson declined to back him in a televised debate on
Tuesday night. The former London mayor could
become prime minister later this month if grassroots
Conservatives elect him party leader.

“He has basically thrown this fantastic diplomat
under the bus to serve his own personal interests,” said
junior foreign minister Alan Duncan. “His sort of disre-

gard for Sir Kim Darroch and his refusal to back him
was, in my view, pretty contemptible.” In confidential
memos dating from 2017 to the present, Darroch, 65,
had said reports of in-fighting in the White House were
“mostly true”. Last month, he described confusion
within the administration over Trump’s decision to call
off a military strike on Iran.

“We don’t really believe this Administration is going
to become substantially more normal; less dysfunction-
al; less unpredictable; less faction-riven; less diplomati-
cally clumsy and inept,” Darroch wrote in one cable. It
led to a scathing tirade from the US president. “The
wacky Ambassador that the UK foisted upon the 

Continued on Page 24

ISSUE NO: 17879

28 Pages 
150 Fils

www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

THULQADA 8, 1440 AH
THURSDAY, 
JULY 11, 2019

Manila says first Filipino ‘suicide 
bomber’ behind last month’s attack 9 11

Max 47º
Min 29º

Gulf Bank records KD 24m in 
net profit for first half of 2019 

Paris says its missiles found 
on pro-Haftar base in Libya 24 New Zealand stun India by 18 

runs to reach World Cup final28

Trump accuses Iran of secret enrichment, says sanctions to be cranked up ‘substantially’

US wants military coalition to 
guard waters off Iran, Yemen

News in brief

Anger as Minaj cancels Saudi concert 

RIYADH: The cancellation of a concert by rapper
Nicki Minaj in Saudi Arabia triggered a fresh social
media storm yesterday, with many fans in the king-
dom voicing disappointment and demanding ticket
refunds. The American star on Tuesday said she
pulled out of the July 18 concert in a show of sup-
port for women’s and gay rights in Saudi Arabia.
“So sad, I was preparing to do a Michael Jackson
dance at the party,” one Twitter user wrote. The
singer also faced a torrent of abuse for supporting
gay rights in the Islamic kingdom, with one person
writing on Twitter: “Cancellation of the party is
good news. Praise be to Allah.” — AFP 

India gets first fully electric car 

MUMBAI: Motorists in India, home to some of the
world’s most polluted cities, can now buy a fully-
fledged electric car after Hyundai unveiled a model
that can travel 452 km on one charge. The Kona
Electric SUV will cost $36,000 - more than three
times the price of the cheapest combustion-engine
SUV and more than eight times dearer than a reg-
ular saloon car. But its improved range will address
one of the major concerns among customers in
India, where there is a shortage of charging sta-
tions, Hyundai Motors Managing Director SS Kim
told the Press Trust of India. — AFP 

Press group met Saudi officials

PARIS: French press freedom group Reporters
Without Borders (RSF) confidentially met top
Saudi officials in Riyadh to press for the release of
journalists, it revealed yesterday. The RSF delega-
tion went to Riyadh in late April and urged Saudi
authorities to release 30 journalists who it says are
imprisoned in the kingdom for their work. The
group said it was only confirming the visit now
after the prospect of pardons did not materialize
and as Saudi Arabia prepares to host next year’s
G20 summit. RSF said its delegation had met key
Saudi figures usually out of reach for a foreign
NGO, including Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir
and public prosecutor Saud Al-Mojeb.— AFP 

This handout picture released by the US Navy on June 25, 2019 shows a visit, board,
search and seizure team from the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS
McFaul pulling alongside a Bahraini dhow during routine maritime security opera-
tions in the Gulf waters. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The United States hopes to enlist
allies over the next two weeks or so in a military coali-
tion to safeguard strategic waters off Iran and Yemen,
where Washington blames Iran and Iran-aligned fighters
for attacks, the top US general said on Tuesday. Under
the plan, which has only been finalized in recent days,
the United States would provide command ships and
lead surveillance efforts for the military coalition. Allies
would patrol waters near those US command ships and
escort commercial vessels with their nation’s flags.

Marine General Joseph Dunford, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, articulated those details to
reporters following meetings on Tuesday about it with
acting US Defense Secretary Mark Esper and Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo. “We’re engaging now with a
number of countries to see if we can put together a
coalition that would ensure freedom of navigation both
in the Straits of Hormuz and the Bab Al-Mandab,”
Dunford said. “And so I think probably over the next
couple of weeks we’ll identify which nations have the
political will to support that initiative and then we’ll
work directly with the militaries to identify the specific
capabilities that’ll support that.”
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KUWAIT: Recent official statistics show the
majority of expats committing suicide in Kuwait
are members of the Indian community. Statistics
indicate that 394 Indian men and women commit-
ted suicide in Kuwait in a 10-year period from
2007 to 2017, including 331 males and 63 females.
Statistics also showed that a record number of sui-
cides by Indians were recorded in 2016, with 47
males and seven females taking their lives, which
was in stark contrast to the rates of death by natu-
ral causes for Indians in the same year. 

Commenting on the issue, an Indian legal
activist attributed the phenomenon to many rea-
sons, including psychological and financial. A study
by psychiatrists showed that the highest number of
Indians committing suicide hail from the southern
state of Kerala - 32 percent of the total number.
But psychiatrists also stressed that it is noteworthy
to mention that the majority of Indians in Kuwait
come from that state. — Al-Rai

Indians lead in 
expat suicides, 
mostly Keralites

Mozilla blocks UAE as Net guardian 

WASHINGTON: Firefox browser maker Mozilla is
blocking the United Arab Emirates’ government from
serving as one of its Internet security gatekeepers.
Mozilla said in a statement on Tuesday it was reject-
ing the UAE’s bid to become a globally recognized
Internet security watchdog, empowered to certify
the safety of websites for Firefox users. Selena
Deckelmann, Mozilla’s senior director of engineering,
said reports from Reuters, as well as the New York
Times and the Intercept, had made the browser
company fear that cybersecurity firm DarkMatter,
linked by the reports to a state-run hacking program,
would use the role of Internet security gatekeeper to
launch surveillance efforts. — Reuters 

Thrown under the 
bus? UK envoy to 
Washington quits 

Kim Darroch Donald Trump 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela
Merkel insisted she was “very well”,
despite suffering her third trembling
spell in less than a month yesterday that
has focused attention on her health.
Merkel began shaking involuntarily as
national anthems were being played at
the reception of Finnish Prime Minister
Antti Rinne. But she attended a press

conference as planned just around an
hour later, telling journalists that her
health was no cause for concern.

“I feel very well, there is no need to
worry,” she said, adding that she was
simply still in a phase of “processing” a
previous shaking spell, but that “there
has been progress”. “I will have to live
with it for a while,” added Merkel, who
turns 65 next week. “Just like how it has
come, one day it will go away too,” she
said. A source close to the government
had said the cause of the repeat shaking
was now psychological, with memories
of the first incident provoking renewed
trembling at events with similar settings.
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BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Finnish Prime Minister Antti Rinne
listen to the national anthem before inspecting a military guard of honor at the
Chancellery yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian woman of the Siyam family reacts as the family is
evicted from their home in the Palestinian neighborhood of Silwan near the Old
City yesterday. — AFP 

Merkel has third 
bout of shaking, 
says she is fine 

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian family was
evicted from a home in east Jerusalem
near the Old City yesterday after Israeli
settlers won a court battle that stretched
more than two decades, activists said.
The apartment in the Palestinian neigh-
borhood of Silwan was home to a 53-
year-old woman and her four children,
according to Israeli NGO Peace Now,
which opposes Israeli settlement expan-
sion. Police arrived and evicted the resi-
dents from the apartment and they will

at least temporarily stay with relatives.
An Israeli court found that the Elad

foundation, which seeks to increase the
Jewish presence in mainly Palestinian
east Jerusalem, had legally purchased
that portion of the property and ruled in
its favor. “To take us from the house is
like taking my heart from my body,” one
of the Palestinian residents, Ali Siyam,
20, told AFP. Elad said in a statement
“the property was purchased by Jewish
people in accordance with the law, in
good faith and in a fair and legal trans-
action”. It added that “three separate
courts verified that the property was
lawfully purchased by Jews.”

The foundation, known in English as
the City of David foundation, also over-
sees a nearby archaeological center in 
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Israelis seize 
Jerusalem home, 
evict family

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The public relations and
security information department of the
ministry of the interior yesterday issued a
statement on the recent suicide of a
young stateless man, in response to vari-
ous reports on social networking sites.
The ministry said investigations conduct-
ed by security authorities showed the
illegal resident (the government’s term for
bedoons) was a drug addict and had 12
criminal cases of drugs-related and theft
offenses filed against him.

The ministry indicated that the
deceased was arrested on May 11, 2019
on charges of possession of drugs and
was placed by a judicial ruling in a social

welfare institution of the ministry of
social affairs and labor for one year. The
statement said the man had tried to
commit suicide in Andalus on June 7,
2019, but was unsuccessful. He then
repeated the attempt on July 7, 2019 in
Saad Al-Abdullah.

The ministry added the deceased had
tried multiple times to commit suicide.
The statement highlighted that the foren-
sic report revealed the man died as a
result of asphyxiation by hanging. The
autopsy report also showed the deceased
had abused shabu before killing himself.
Notably, MPs have been blaming the
government for the bedoon’s suicide,
after the central agency for illegal resi-
dents refused to renew his security ID. 

Bedoon who killed himself 
was ‘drug addict, criminal’


