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Astros overpower Angels 
as Lucroy sent to hospital 
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Blue Jays beat Orioles to avoid series sweep
LOS ANGELES: Yuli Gurriel ran his hitting streak to 11
games with a game-tying grand slam, and George
Springer delivered a walk-off hit in the 10th inning as
the host Houston Astros claimed a wild 11-10 victory
Sunday over the Los Angeles Angels in the rubber
match of a three-game series at Minute Maid Park. The
Astros, who rallied from a 7-2 deficit in the fifth to tie
the game at 8-8 on Gurriel’s slam in the sixth, were
forced to rally again in the eighth after Angels center
fielder Mike Trout delivered his second home run of the
game, a two-run shot, in the top of that frame to make it
10-8. In the bottom of the eighth, Astros rookie Yordan
Alvarez tied the game with a two-run single, and
Houston loaded the bases with no outs but failed to
score again. The inning ended on a double play in when
pinch runner Jake Marisnick was ruled out after his col-
lision with Angels catcher Jonathan Lucroy. An umpire
review reversed the previous safe call, determining that
Marisnick initiated the contact, which knocked Lucroy
from the game and sent the catcher to a local hospital
for a CT scan and evaluation for a possible concussion
and nose fracture. Josh Reddick opened the 10th with a
double off Angels right-hander Taylor Cole (0-1).
Springer then drove Reddick home with a single to
right-center field on the first pitch. Before the pitch,
there was an umpire review that determined Reddick
returned to second safely on a pickoff attempt.

Phillies 8, Mets 3
Aaron Nola carried a no-hitter into the sixth inning

to improve to 8-2, and Jay Bruce continued tormenting
his former team with a pair of home runs and four RBIs
as Philadelphia rolled to a win in New York. The Phillies
took two of three against the Mets to improve to 10-15
since June 10 — a span in which they are 6-1 against
New York and 4-14 against everyone else. The Mets
are a National League-worst 8-17 since June 10. The
Phillies scored all the runs they’d need for Nola in the
first, when Rhys Hoskins (RBI double), JT Realmuto
(two-run double) and Bruce (RBI single) laced together
consecutive run-scoring hits against Mets starter Zack
Wheeler (6-6).

Rays 2, Yankees 1
Charlie Morton struck out 10 in 5 2/3 effective

innings and made two first-inning runs stand up as
Tampa Bay salvaged a four-game split against New
York in St Petersburg, Fla. Tommy Pham had an RBI
double off James Paxton (5-4) and scored on a ground-
out by Avisail Garcia as the Rays won for the fourth
time in 13 meetings with the Yankees this season. Brett
Gardner homered for the third straight day as the
Yankees finished the first half by going 16-4 in their last
20 games. New York heads into the All-Star break with
a 6 1/2-game lead on Tampa Bay in the American
League East. Morton (10-2) reached double digits in
wins before the All-Star break for the second time in
his career and lowered his league-leading ERA to 2.32
ERA. He held the Yankees to one run on five hits while
throwing 100 pitches.

Padres 5, Dodgers 3
Fernando Tatis Jr. hit two home runs, and Joey

Lucchesi pitched into the seventh inning as San Diego
handed Los Angeles its first three-game home losing
streak this season. Manuel Margot also homered for the
Padres, who lost the opener of the four-game series on
Thursday before winning a series against the Dodgers

for the first time in seven tries. Max Muncy and Justin
Turner went deep for the Dodgers, who still head into
the All-Star break with a major league-best 60 victo-
ries-just the 15th time a team has won 60 games before
the break.

Braves 4, Marlins 3
Left-hander Dallas Keuchel had his best start of the

season, and Josh Donaldson swatted his 200th career
homer to help Atlanta hold off visiting Miami and take
the rubber game of the three-game set. Keuchel (2-2)
pitched 7 1/3 innings-his longest start of the season-
and allowed two runs on five hits, walking one and
striking out four. He threw a season-high 108 pitches.
The Marlins twice loaded the bases in the ninth inning
against closer Luke Jackson, but Miguel Rojas flied out
to end the game. It was Jackson’s 14th save.

Rangers 4, Twins 1 (11 innings)
Rougned Odor hit a three-run home run with one

out in the top of the 11th inning to give Texas a victory
over Minnesota in Minneapolis. Odor hit a first-pitch
fastball from Adalberto Mejia (0-2) 409 feet into the
bullpen in left-center, driving in Joey Gallo and
Asdrubal Cabrera, who had both walked. It was the 13th
home run of the season for Odor. Shawn Kelley (4-2),
the fifth Texas pitcher, picked up the win as the Rangers
avoided a series sweep by the Twins and won for just
the second time in eight games.

White Sox 3, Cubs 1
Eloy Jimenez and Jose Abreu homered, and Ivan

Nova pitched 5 2/3 shutout innings to earn his first
home victory of the season as the White Sox defeated
the Cubs in the final meeting of the season between the
Chicago clubs. Jimenez’s 16th homer was his second
this season against his original organization, a two-run
shot to straightaway center in the fourth inning that
provided all the offense the White Sox would need.
Abreu added a solo homer in the fifth, his 21st of the
season, as the White Sox closed the first half of the
campaign with their sixth win in nine games.

Pirates 6, Brewers 5
Bryan Reynolds hit a three-run homer and an RBI

double to help Pittsburgh edge visiting Milwaukee.
Kevin Newman had an RBI single, and Adam Frazier
had three hits to give him 18 in July for the Pirates, who
won five of seven. Jesus Aguilar hit two-run homer and
a solo shot, and Keston Hiura added two-run homer for
the Brewers, who have lost five of six.

Red Sox 6, Tigers 3
Christian Vazquez hit a two-run homer, Xander

Bogaerts also drove in two runs and Boston won its
fourth straight and completed a three-game sweep in
Detroit. David Price (7-2) labored through five innings
but picked up the victory. Price threw 99 pitches while
giving up one run on four hits and two walks with six
strikeouts. Heath Hembree got the last three outs for his
second save. The Tigers used a series of relievers.
Gregory Soto (0-3) pitched the first two innings, allow-
ing two runs on three hits, before Nick Ramirez pitched
the next three for Detroit, which is 6-25 since the
beginning of June.

Indians 11, Reds 1
Greg Allen belted a two-run homer to highlight his

first career four-hit performance as Cleveland hit four
home runs and rolled to victory in Cincinnati. Jake
Bauers, Tyler Naquin and Jason Kipnis each homered
and drove in two runs for the Indians, who collected 18
hits en route to their season-high sixth straight win.
Trevor Bauer (8-6) allowed one run on four hits with
three walks and struck out nine over seven innings to
improve to 4-0 in his last five starts.

A’s 7, Mariners 4
Matt Olson hit a three-run homer in a five-run first

inning, and Oakland went on to defeat host Seattle.
Marcus Semien and Ramon Laureano also homered for
the A’s, who took two of three games in the series and
have won nine of their past 12 entering the All-Star
break. Oakland right-hander Daniel Mengden (4-1)
won his third straight decision, allowing three runs on
six hits in 5 1/3 innings. He didn’t walk a batter and
struck out two. Right-hander Liam Hendriks pitched the
ninth for his fifth save.

Giants 1, Cardinals 0
Evan Longoria capped his best week of the season

with a home run in the seventh inning that broke a
scoreless tie and lifted San Francisco to a victory over
St Louis. Jeff Samardzija (6-7) won a pitchers’ duel
with Jack Flaherty (4-6) with seven innings of four-hit
ball, combining with Sam Dyson and Will Smith on the
Giants’ first shutout since April and the third of the sea-
son. Flaherty, who had struggled to a 7.82 ERA in his
previous five starts, retired the first 12 batters he faced
and took a no-hitter one out into the seventh before
Longoria connected on his 12th homer, a shot to left
field. Longoria has five home runs and 10 RBIs since
last Monday.

Nationals 5, Royals 2
Anthony Rendon broke a tie with an RBI double, and

pinch hitter Howie Kendrick added a two-run double as
Washington scored three runs in the bottom of the

eighth inning to escape with a win over visiting Kansas
City. The win allowed the Nationals to take two of three
in the series and complete a 5-1 homestand. Meanwhile,
the Royals lost for the sixth time in their last seven
games. After Kansas City had rallied into a 2-2 tie in the
top of the eighth, Adam Eaton got the bottom of the
eighth rolling for the Nationals with a one-out single
against Jake Diekman (0-6). Rendon followed with his
double to give Washington the lead, and two batters
later, Kendrick brought two more home.

Diamondbacks 5, Rockies 3
Rookie left-hander Alex Young threw six hitless

innings in his second major league start as Arizona
completed a three-game sweep of Colorado with a win
in Phoenix. Young (2-0) was taken out after six innings
and 71 pitches. The 25-year-old struck out three and
walked one. The Rockies broke up the D-backs’ no-hit
bid when Trevor Story reached on an infield single on
the first pitch of the seventh from reliever Yoshihisa
Hirano. Arizona had lost eight in a row to Colorado
before sweeping the three-game series to get above
.500 at the All-Star break (46-45). Colorado has lost
six in a row to drop below .500 (44-45) for the first
time since May 28.

Blue Jays 6, Orioles 1
Lourdes Gurriel Jr hit a two-run homer in the first

inning, right-hander Trent Thornton pitched six shuto-
tut innings and Toronto avoided a sweep at the hands
of visiting Baltimore. Thornton (3-6) limited the Orioles
to three hits and no walks while striking out five as the
Blue Jays completed their homestand with a 5-5 record.
Teoscar Hernandez added a two-run single for the Blue
Jays, who dropped the first two games of the series.
Orioles starter Asher Wojciechowski (0-2) allowed
three runs, four hits and three walks in 4 1/3 innings.
The right-hander struck out six. Chance Sisco ended
the Jays’ shutout bid with a solo home run, his sixth, in
the seventh.— Reuters

HOUSTON: Jake Marisnick #6 of the Houston Astros collides with catcher Jonathan Lucroy #20 of the Los Angeles
Angels of Anaheim as he attempts to score in the eighth inning at Minute Maid Park on July 07, 2019. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: Belgian police are investigating the discovery
of home-made explosives, knives and brass knuckles, but
nothing immediately points to an attack plot, including
against the Tour de France, prosecutors said yesterday. A
worker found the arms on Saturday evening hidden by a
stairway of a building in Anderlecht, a neighbourhood of
the capital Brussels through which the tournament’s
cyclists raced at the weekend.

“At the current time, nothing suggests that these are
explosives designed to commit a future attack,” the
Brussels  prosecutor’s  off ice said in a statement.
“Nothing allows us to say that the Tour was being tar-
geted,” prosecutor’s spokesman Denis Goeman said.
“The theory of the discovery of an old cache of explo-
sives is also being looked at,” the prosecutor’s office
added. The statement said investigators were alerted to
a bag containing explosives, knives and brass knuckles
at around 7:30 pm on Saturday.  Upon examination, the
office said, they amounted to several “home-made” type
explosives. No suspect has been identified in the case

and an investigation continues, it added. 

Main Tour rivals 
The Tour de France is only two days old but the newly-

rebranded Team Ineos have already issued an emphatic
response to anyone hoping a change of name for the
world’s dominant cycle team might have diluted their aura.
Ineos’s eight riders, led by defending champion Geraint
Thomas, did not win Sunday’s 27.6km team time trial
around the streets of Brussels but they landed the first
blow in a three-week battle for the coveted yellow jersey.

The team’s road captain Luke Rowe said this week it
had been a “copy and paste job” since Team Sky, winners
of six of the last seven Tours, morphed into Ineos this year,
with Britain’s richest man, new boss Jim Ratcliffe, allowing
business as usual. It looked like that on Sunday as the men
in black and burgundy roared around the Belgian capital
to set a target none of the next 20 teams could match, until
Dutch outfit Team Jumbo-Visma’s turbo-charged squad
smashed it by 20 seconds.

It stung, but the truth is it was a great day for Thomas
and team co-leader Egan Bernal as they opened time gaps
on the men most expected to challenge them in the general
classification (GC). Thomas and Bernal endured nervy
rides in Saturday’s 194km opener, both snagged by a mass
crash in the peloton inside the last three kilometres,
although it cost them no time. A day later it was the likes of
Frenchman Romain Bardet, Australia’s former Sky rider
Richie Porte, Movistar’s Nairo Quintana, Adam Yates and
Jakob Fuglsang who had reason to fret.

Bardet’s AG2R-Mondiale team finished 19th, trailing in
59 seconds adrift of Ineos, Porte’s Trek-Segafredo con-
ceded 58 seconds, Quintana lost 45 seconds while Briton
Yates was 21 seconds back with 11th placed Mitchelton-
Scott. Dane Fuglsang, tipped as a pre-race favourite but
left bloodied and bruised by a crash on Saturday, was
relieved his Astana team only lost 21 seconds to Ineos.
French enigma Thibaut Pinot (Groupama-FDJ) and Italian
Vincenzo Nibali (Bahrain), the only man to break Team
Sky’s grip in the past seven years, lost 12 and 16 seconds
respectively.—Agencies 

Explosives found 
in Brussels but no 
sign Tour targeted

BINCHE: Riders cycle during the third stage of the 106th
edition of the Tour de France cycling race between
Binche and Epernay, Belgium yesterday.  —AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Feng Shanshan scorched her way through
the final round of the LPGA Tour’s Thornberry Creek
Classic on Sunday with a nine-under-par 63 to win a
shootout by one stroke over Ariya Jutanugarn. China’s
Feng outduelled Ariya on the back nine, matching her clos-
ing birdie putt with one of her own from three feet to claim
her first victory in 20 months and the 10th of her career.

Feng rolled in four birdies in her final six holes to reach
a 29-under 259 total which is close to what she was shoot-
ing for at the start of the week. “I was aiming for 30 under,

that was my goal,” Feng said. “The last putt was a lot of
pressure but I just told myself to make another good putt.”
Former world number one Feng’s previous best finish this
year was a tie for fourth at the Diamond Resorts
Tournament of Champions.

Ariya, who was playing in the group in front of Feng,
capped her eight-under 64 round with a two foot birdie
putt on 18 to tie Feng at 28 under and set up a dramatic
finish. “I was walking up the green and I thought I had it
but then I looked up at the scoreboard and realized I have
got to make this putt,” said Feng, who used a seven iron to
hit her approach on 18 to just three feet. Ariya, of Thailand,
had a three-shot lead at one stage on the back nine until
Feng made her move on the soft Thornberry Creek course.

“Overall, my whole week was really good,” Ariya said.
“It’s like amazing, because I didn’t expect to play that
good at all, so I’m really happy about how I played.” Feng’s
29-under was two shots shy of the LPGA record that Kim
Sei-young set last year at the course just outside of Green
Bay, Wisconsin.—AFP 

Feng outguns Ariya 
to claim Thornberry 
Creek Classic

WISCONSIN: Shanshan Feng of China poses with the tro-
phy after winning the Thornberry Creek LPGA Classic at
Thornberry Creek on July 07, 2019. —AFP 

MINNESOTA: Matthew Wolff eagled the final hole to
claim the 3M Open on Sunday and become the youngest
winner on the PGA Tour since Jordan Spieth in 2013. The
20-year-old Californian rolled in a 26-foot putt from the
fringe for a one-stroke victory over Bryson DeChambeau
and Collin Morikawa in Blaine, Minnesota. 

“I just proved to myself that I can be out here,” Wolff,
the 2019 US collegiate champion, told CBS television.
Five-time tour winner DeChambeau had eagled the same
hole minutes earlier with a six-foot putt to temporarily
take the lead by one stroke. But Wolff was not done as he
sank the winning shot for a six-under 65 to win in only his
third tour start as a professional at 21-under 263.

“I was shaking, to be honest,” Wolff said of his emo-
tions before the shot. “A lot of my putts weren’t going in
today, and I was just kind of telling myself one’s bound to
drop in. “It happened at the right time. Just gave it a
chance and it went over the right spot that I pointed out.
And as soon as it dropped, the tears started coming. It’s a
really special feeling.” Fellow Californian Morikawa then
missed a 22-foot putt that would have forced a playoff at
TPC Twin Cities.

Morikawa, who is 24, and the 25-year-old DeChambeau
both shot 66. With the victory, Wolff is exempt on the PGA
Tour through the 2021 season and will play in The Players,
the Masters and the PGA Championship next year. “I’ve
changed forever, I guess,” he said. Spieth was 19 years, 11
months and 17 days old when he won the 2013 John Deere
Classic. Canadian Adam Hadwin shot 67 to claim fourth at
18 under with Mexico’s Carlos Ortiz (64) and Wyndham
Clark (68) a stroke back.

As many as six players were tied for the top on a
warm afternoon ideal for scoring. Wolff, who shared
the overnight lead with Morikawa and DeChambeau,
was the first to reach 19-under with a birdie at the 15th
hole  and Morikawa jo ined h im a  hole  later.
DeChambeau pulled within one with his birdie at the
16th. After all three took pars at the 17th, the fireworks
began at the 18th with DeChambeau pushing his sec-
ond shot to within six feet of the hole and the eagle
that temporarily put him in front.—Reuters

Eagle at the last 
gives Wolff first 
PGA Tour win


