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In reaction to the tremor, which lasted for several
seconds, a number of ministries and Kuwait Fire
Services Directorate (KFSD) issued statements that
no damages were reported because of the quake. The
statements confirmed state bodies’ readiness to face
any emergency as a result of any natural disasters. 

The KFSD released a statement to refute news
and photos circulating on social media platforms
regarding damage to a commercial  building in
Kuwait City. The directorate affirmed that some of
the photos on social media showed the alleged dam-
age; however, it confirmed that the building is safe
and no damage is visible. It added the photo showed

the reflection of the sun on the building’s windows
and not a crack due to the earthquake. Meanwhile,
the ministry of electricity and water issued a state-
ment, assuring that the tremor did not cause any
damage to the state’s installations. 

At least 45 people were injured, the head of Iran’s
relief and rescue organization, Morteza Salimi, told
state TV. “One citizen at Masjed Soleiman also
passed away due to a heart-attack after the earth-
quake,” Salimi said. In nearby cities and villages
affected by the quake, there were “only minor cracks
in buildings” and roads to some villages were cut off.
Iran sits on top of major tectonic plates and sees fre-
quent seismic activity. In Nov 2017 a 7.3-magnitude
tremor in the western province of Kermanshah killed
620 people. In 2003, a 6.6-magnitude quake in
southeast Iran decimated the ancient mud-brick city
of Bam and killed at least 31,000 people. Iran’s dead-
liest quake was a 7.4-magnitude tremor in 1990 that
ki l led 40,000 people in northern Iran, injured
300,000 and left half a million homeless. — Agencies 
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that’s been discussed extensively with our partners,
the Saudis,” he said.

Coalition spokesman Turki Al-Maliki said both the
UAE and Saudi Arabia are committed to achieve their
goals in Yemen. “The United Arab Emirates and the
countries in the coalition continue to achieve their
operations and strategic goals,” he told a news confer-
ence in Riyadh in response to a question about the
redeployment of UAE troops.  

According to a Yemeni military government official,
UAE troops fighting the Houthis have “totally vacated”
the military base in Khokha, about 130 km south of
Hodeida. The UAE withdrew part of its heavy artillery
from Khokha but was - along with the Saudi-led coali-
tion and the government - still overseeing the military
situation in Yemen’s western coast, he said yesterday.

Middle East expert James Dorsey has said a rede-
ployment reflects “long-standing subtle differences” in
the Saudi and UAE approaches towards Yemen. The
pullback “highlights the UAE’s long-standing concern
for its international standing amid mounting criticism of
the civilian toll of the war”, he has said. Tens of thou-

sands of people, many of them civilians, have been
killed in Yemen since the Saudi-led coalition intervened
in March 2015, relief agencies say.

The fighting has triggered what the United Nations
describes as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, with
millions of people displaced and in need of
aid.According to Dorsey with the pullback “the UAE
may allow differences with Saudi Arabia to become
more visible but will not put its alliance with the king-
dom at risk”. Furthermore, Emirati-trained local troops
will “continue to do its (UAE) bidding” on the ground,
he said. The Yemeni official told AFP the UAE has
trained tens of thousands of Yemenis to fight against
militants from Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and
the Islamic State group in southern provinces - mainly
Aden, Mukalla and Shabwa.

The UAE announcement comes amid a standoff
between the United States and Iran, which spikes in
June when Iran shot down a US drone over strategic
Gulf waters following a series of tanker attacks that
Washington blamed on Iran, which denied involve-
ment. The UAE official said the Emirates’ redeploy-
ment decision was not linked to the increase of
regional tensions but it was not “blind to the overall
geostrategic picture”. The official stressed the rede-
ployment was in line with the agreement reached in
Sweden in December between Yemen’s warring par-
ties. US-ally Saudi Arabia has repeatedly accused Iran
of supplying sophisticated weapons to Houthi rebels,
a charge Tehran denies. — AFP 
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Local residents said they were woken by the crash
and found the mangled bus submerged in blackish-grey
water. 

Police said it landed on its roof in a drain, where run-
ning water complicated rescue efforts. “We rushed out
of our homes and saw people screaming for help,” one
witness told reporters. “We got into the drain and tried
to save some of them. Soon police arrived and quickly
brought cranes.” Officials believe most of the passen-
gers were asleep when the driver lost control of the
vehicle, which had the Taj Mahal painted on its white
exterior.

State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath ordered an

investigation, as well as cash compensation of 500,000
rupees ($7,289) for the families of those killed. “The
committee will give a report on the cause of the acci-
dent and also suggest long-term measures to avoid
such mishaps,” government official Awanish Awasthi
said. The Yamuna expressway was intended to be a
symbol of modernity when it was opened - speeding up
journey times from Delhi to the key region - but
authorities admit there are key safety concerns.

In 2017 alone some 763 crashes were reported on the
highway resulting in 145 deaths, authorities told the Save
Life Foundation, a road safety campaign group. “The
crashes may be due to human or a car error, but most of
the deaths are because the road infrastructure is not
good enough,” said Piyush Tiwari, the group’s founder.
Fatalities on Indian roads are often blamed on speeding
and drunk driving, but experts say many highways are
poorly constructed and surfaced, making journeys risky.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh offered condolences to those affected and
promised assistance to the injured. — AFP 
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according to news agency ISNA. UN nuclear watch-
dog, the IAEA, confirmed it had verified Iran’s enrich-
ment was beyond 3.67 percent. Iran has said it will
take another, third step away from the deal within 60
days. Kamalvandi said options included enriching ura-
nium to 20 percent purity or beyond, and restarting
IR-2 M centrifuges dismantled under the deal.

Such threats put new pressure on European coun-
tries, which insist Iran must continue to comply with
the agreement even though the United States is no
longer doing so. French President Emmanuel Macron
was sending his top diplomatic advisor to Iran today
and tomorrow to try and help defuse tensions, a presi-
dential official said.

Washington has imposed sanctions that eliminate
the benefits Iran was meant to receive for agreeing to
curbs on its nuclear program with world powers. The
confrontation has brought the United States and Iran
close to the brink of conflict, with President Donald
Trump calling off air strikes last month minutes before
impact. Enriching uranium up to 20 percent purity
would be a dramatic move, since that was the level Iran
achieved before the deal, although back then it had a
far larger stockpile than it is likely to be able to rebuild
in the short term. It is considered an important inter-
mediate stage on the path to obtaining the 90 percent
pure fissile uranium needed for a bomb.

One of the main achievements of the deal was Iran’s
agreement to dismantle its advanced IR-2M cen-
trifuges, used to purify uranium. Iran had 1,000 of
them installed at its large Natanz enrichment site
before the deal. Under the deal, it is allowed to operate
only up to two for testing. Still, the threatened meas-
ures also appear intended to be sufficiently ambiguous
to hold back from fully repudiating the deal.
Kamalvandi did not specify how much uranium Iran
might purify to the higher level, nor how many cen-
trifuges it would consider restarting. He did not men-
tion other more advanced centrifuges, including the
most advanced, the IR-8. Iran has said all the steps it is
contemplating are reversible.

The nuclear diplomacy is one aspect of a wider con-
frontation between Washington and Tehran that has
threatened to spiral into open conflict since the United

States tightened sanctions from May. “Let me be clear:
Iran should not confuse American restraint with a lack
of American resolve,” US Vice President Mike Pence
said yesterday, reiterating Washington’s resolve to pro-
tect US personnel and citizens in the Middle East.

European countries do not directly support the US
sanctions, but have been unable to come up with ways
to allow Iran to avert them. Britain, one of
Washington’s main allies, was drawn deeper into the
confrontation last week when its Royal Marines seized
an Iranian tanker entering the Mediterranean off
Gibraltar over separate sanctions against Syria.

The tanker’s seizure “will not be tolerated by us and
will not go without a response”, said Iran’s Defense
Minister Amir Hatami, quoted by Iran’s ISNA and
Tasnim news agencies. “This move is against interna-
tional regulations and a kind of maritime piracy,” he
said during a ceremony at Bandar Abbas port in south-
ern Iran. The 330-m Grace 1, capable of carrying two
million barrels of oil, was halted Thursday by police
and customs agencies in Gibraltar, a British overseas
territory on Spain’s southern tip. Authorities in
Gibraltar said they suspected the tanker was carrying
crude to Syria in violation of EU sanctions. Tehran 

Gibraltar’s Supreme Court ruled Friday that the
tanker can be held for 14 more days, the territory’s
attorney general said. The government of Gibraltar said
in a statement yesterday that the tanker was “well
inside” British Gibraltar Territorial Waters when it was
boarded, having “previously exited the international
waters of the Straits of Gibraltar”. It released a screen-
shot along with the statement of a maritime map that
showed the tanker’s location.

“Iran is neither a member of the EU nor subject to
any European oil embargo. Last I checked, EU was
against extraterritoriality. UK’s unlawful seizure of a
tanker with Iranian oil on behalf of #B_Team is piracy,
pure and simple,” Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif tweeted yesterday, using ‘B team’ as a
derisory term for the Trump administration.

Iran says the deal allows it to respond to the US
breach by reducing its compliance, and it will do so
every 60 days. Zarif also tweeted that world powers
will not be able to negotiate a better deal than the
2015 nuclear deal. “#B_Team sold @realDonaldTrump
on the folly that kil l ing #JCPOA thru
#EconomicTerrorism can get him a better deal,” Zarif
wrote, referring to the deal by its acronym for the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action. “As it becomes increas-
ingly clear that there won’t be a better deal, they’re
bizarrely urging Iran’s full compliance. There’s a way
out, but not with #B_Team in charge.” — Agencies 
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DOHA: A woman in skin-tight trousers passed the
Taleban delegation as they waited to enter the cav-
ernous ballroom of the luxury Doha hotel hosting key
peace talks between rival Afghan parties. The sight of
the young woman in heels brandishing a box of elec-
trical equipment breezing past the turbaned delegates
of the Islamic militant group neatly illustrated the
depth of differences yet to be bridged. Taleban repre-
sentatives were holding two days of talks with mem-
bers of the Afghan government, civil society, political
opposition and several women in hope of bringing
peace after 18 years of war.

A ceasefire, women’s rights and minority represen-
tation were among the delicate issues on the table at
the Sunday-Monday talks. Women’s rights have
proven particularly important as when the Taleban
ruled Afghanistan, they imposed a rigid interpretation
of sharia Islamic law that set curbs on women’s dress,
behavior and rights. The beachfront hotel was notice-
ably quieter for the second day of talks, with one
Afghan journalist describing the whole of Doha as a
“ghost city”.

An eager lobby pianist played an eclectic song-
book that veered from the possibly prescient Abba hit
“Winner Takes it All” to Soviet rockstar Viktor Tsoi as
roughly 70 delegates arrived for the intra-Afghan
talks. The Taleban members, who wore minimal but
immaculate robes and neatly trimmed beards, cut a
far more modest image than the German and Qatari
hosts. A security ring of steel was in place for the
talks with the hotel’s customary suited African securi-
ty officers replaced with an army of men in traditional
thobe robes and earpieces. Taleban negotiator Abbas
Stanikzai had a brief altercation with one guard as he

attempted to enter the secure conference area. “We
want to go to the dialogue but they are not letting
us,” Stanikzai said to an officer, who replied: “We are
not joking with you, stop shouting at us.”

Prominent Afghan figures including journalists,
activists and politicians huddled in the angular lobby’s
plethora of corners and cubbies alongside guests -
some in the niqab Islamic face-covering worn by
some women, others in beachwear. “I’ve been to
Afghanistan so I don’t really mind it,” said one guest
in shorts, sandals and a t-shirt who said he was
unaware the hotel was being used for talks between
Afghan figures and the Taleban. “The Qataris are
moderates in this region and if they bring the Afghans
together then that’s a good thing.”

The German co-hosts, including an official with a
man-bun hairstyle, looked nervous as media covering
the forum’s opening photographed and filmed the del-
egates who sat silently and impassively. They were
arranged in a vast semi-circle under an octagonal
chandelier at desks bearing nameplates -but not their
affiliation. The invitees were there in a “personal
capacity”, circumventing the Taleban’s refusal to
negotiate with the Kabul government. 

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo tweeted that
the Afghan gathering “has been a long time coming”
and praised the country’s “government, civil society,
women, and Taleban” for coming together.
Washington has said it wants to seal a political deal
with the Taleban ahead of Afghan presidential polls
due in September to allow foreign forces to begin to
withdraw.

Qatar’s counter-terrorism special envoy Mutlaq
Al-Qahtani told AFP “both sides are making
progress”. “By the end of tonight we can reach a kind
of positive conclusion that is acceptable to both
sides,” he said. “The differences is almost so narrow...
we are quite frankly surprised how serious both sides
are and they are so committed to putting an end to
this conflict.” Germany envoy Markus Potzel said
“history will remember those who were able to set
their differences aside for the sake of the country” as
he opened the dialogue on Sunday. —Agencies 
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NEW YORK: Jeffrey Epstein, a hedge fund billionaire
with ties to top politicians and celebrities, was charged
yesterday with sexually exploiting dozens of young
girls. Epstein, 66, was arrested at an airport in New
Jersey on Saturday after returning to the United States
from Paris on a private jet. In an indictment unsealed in
US District Court for the Southern District of New
York, he was charged with one count of sex trafficking
of minors and one count of conspiracy to commit sex
trafficking of minors. Epstein appeared in a Manhattan
courtroom yesterday and pleaded not guilty to the
charges which carry a maximum of 45 years in prison.
A bail hearing was set for Thursday.

Geoffrey Berman, the US attorney for the
Southern District of New York, said he would ask
that Epstein be detained until trial. “We think he’s a
significant flight risk,” Berman told a news confer-
ence. “He has enormous wealth and the charges are
very serious.” Berman said Epstein allegedly sexually
exploited dozens of minor girls at his homes in
Manhattan, New York and Palm Beach, Florida,
between 2002 and 2005.

Some of the girls were as young as 14 years old and
“particularly vulnerable to exploitation,” he said,
adding that Epstein was “well aware that many of the
victims were minors”. “The alleged behavior shocks
the conscience,” Berman said. “And while the charged
conduct is from a number of years ago, it is still pro-
foundly important to the many alleged victims, now
young women. “They deserve their day in court and we
are proud to be standing up for them by bringing this
indictment,” he said.

The US Attorney said the girls were paid hundreds
of dollars in cash to perform sexual acts and to recruit
other girls. Berman said a search had been conducted
of Epstein’s Manhattan mansion and agents seized
“nude photographs of what appear to be underage
girls”. Berman and an FBI agent who attended the
news conference appealed to any other women who
were victims of Epstein to come forward.

Epstein, a well-connected financier whose friends
have included President Donald Trump, former presi-
dent Bill Clinton and Prince Andrew, was convicted
previously of paying young girls for sexual massages
at his Palm Beach mansion. But he avoided federal
prosecution in those cases with a 2007 plea deal
negotiated by his lawyers with Alexander Acosta, now
the labor secretary in the Trump administration. Under
the deal, he pleaded guilty to a state charge of solicit-
ing prostitution from a minor and served 13 months in a
county jail.

Acosta, who was the top federal prosecutor in
Miami at the time, has been the target of a campaign
demanding his resignation over the relatively light sen-
tence handed down to the billionaire financier. Berman,
the US Attorney, was asked by reporters why the plea
agreement negotiated in Florida did not apply to New
York. “That agreement only binds the Southern District
of Florida,” Berman said. “The Southern District of
New York is not bound by that agreement and is not a
signatory to that agreement.” Berman also told
reporters he would have no comment on “speculation”
about any individuals other than Epstein whose names
have been raised previously in the case. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: A protest group called “Hot Mess” hold up signs of Jeffrey Epstein in front of the federal courthouse
yesterday. — AFP 


