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A model presents a creation from Spanish label Brain&Beast’s
Spring/Summer 2020 collection during the Mercedes Benz Fashion
Week in Madrid on July 7, 2019. — AFP

Archaeologists take part in excavations at a site claimed to be the Biblical town of Ziklag near
the southern Israeli city of Kiryat Gat. — AFP photos

Malawian musician with albinism, Lazarus Chigwandali, pos-
es with his sons Layijo (left) and Joseph before leaving his
home at Likuni to go and perform at Area 3 Market in the
capital Lilongwe on May 10, 2019 in Likuni on the outskirts of
Lilongwe, Malawi. 

Malawi’s musician with albinism, Lazarus Chigwandali, pos-
es with his managers Siphiwe Zulu (left) and Esau
Mwamwaya before leaving his home.

Malawi’s musician with albinism, Lazarus Chigwandali, prac-
tices his guitar and drum before leaving his home.

Like scores of other buskers, Lazarus
Chigwandali plies the streets of
Malawi’s capital Lilongwe hoping for a

few coins from appreciative passers-by. But
Chigwandali is not your usual street musi-
cian. He is an albino, releasing a professional
album, and the star of a documentary pro-
duced by Madonna. Albinos are often tar-
geted in brutal attacks in Malawi and other
southern African countries because they
have white skin due to a hereditary condi-
tion that causes lack of pigmentation.
Killings, abductions and gruesome dismem-
bering of body parts for witchcraft are all
real dangers.

Despite the risks, Chigwandali, 39, has
been out in front of the public for years
playing his upbeat tunes on a homemade
banjo and a drum that he hits with a pedal
operated by his right foot. His big break
came just last year when a tourist took a
video of him on a cellphone and the footage
was seen by Swedish producer Johan Hugo,
who asked him to record an album.
Chigwandali, who sings in the local
Chichewa language, draws on his tough
upbringing for his music, telling of constant
harassment, suspicion and the threat of
physical attack. “Growing up, people didn’t
want us being close to them because of our
skin,” he told AFP. “People would leave
when I went to watch a football match with
my younger brother (also an albino), others
would jostle us. “The album talks about the
plight of persons with albinism. How people
should not stigmatize others.”

‘Blows you away’ 
Chigwandali’s music stands out on its

own-energetic with sharp vocals that catch
everyone’s attention as they walk by. Hugo,
the Swedish producer, was so impressed by
the video clip that he tracked down the
Malawian busker and offered to record his
music. “A few golden times in life something
blows you away in such an amazing way
you just cry and laugh and shake your
head,” Hugo said later on social media.

“(It was) one of the coolest and most
emotional moments of my life.” Chigwandali
still busks occasionally to provide for his
wife and three sons-two of them albinos-
though he hopes the blossoming projects he
is involved with will soon bring in a regular
income. He wears a wide-brimmed hat to
keep off the sunlight that causes painful
damage to his sensitive, heavily-freckled
skin, and a traditional handmade shirt with a
matching pair of trousers. Ikponswa Ero, the

UN’s chief expert on albinism, told AFP that
Chigwandali was playing a unique role in
tackling prejudice against albinos.

“He is using the arts for advocacy, which
is a powerful tool because it touches peo-
ple’s hearts, so he is really doing something
important here,” she said. “People like
Lazarus complement people like myself who
report and help build policy.” And Malawi,
one of the world’s poorest and most aid-
dependent countries, has experienced a
surge in violent attacks on people with
albinism.

In a report last year, Amnesty
International said that since November 2014
there had been 148 crimes reported against
people with albinism, with at least 21 deaths.
For Chigwandali, he says his “recent status
as a famous musician has made it difficult
for me to be a target because I am more
prominent. So, now I go to the village with-
out the fear of being abducted.” 

‘Give voice to albinos’ 
Originally from the town of Dedza in

central Malawi, Chigwandali moved to
Lilongwe after his much-loved younger
brother died of skin cancer in 2006.
Superstar singer Madonna met him during a
visit to Malawi last year, and took an execu-
tive producer credit in the documentary,
simply titled “Lazarus”, which premiered at
the Tribeca Film Festival in New York in
April. “A powerful voice of a new generation
in Malawi,” Madonna wrote beneath a pic-
ture of the pair on social media when they
performed together in Malawi. As well as
Madonna, Chigwandali hopes to emulate
Salif Keita, the Malian afro-pop star singer
who also has albinism.

Now preparing for his album launch, he
has released a promotional track “Ndife
Alendo”  (“We are strangers”) which has
been played on several BBC radio stations.
“My message is reaching the whole world
now,” he said. “But there’s also been really
amazing support from Malawi radio and
TV-I want people in my home country to
hear this music and appreciate it. “This has
all been a rollercoaster ride for me, these
things don’t happen in real life normally. I
don’t know what to expect. But I trust that
people want the best for me.  “I hope my
music gives a voice to people with albinism,
so they understand they’re as worthy as any
other human being.”— AFP

Researchers in Israel said yesterday
they have pinpointed the site of an
ancient Philistine town mentioned in

the biblical tale of David seeking refuge
from the Israelite king Saul. Ziklag was a
town under the rule of a Philistine king in
nearby Gath after the ancient “sea peo-
ples” began arriving in the region in the
12th century BC, the researchers say. A
biblical tale says the town became the
unlikely seat of David before his anoint-
ment as king in Hebron following Saul’s
death.

Ziklag’s location has been the subject
of scientific debate, with 12 possible loca-
tions named in southern Israel. None of
the sites, however, had the necessary evi-
dence of consecutive Philistine and
Israelite settlement to fit what is believed
to be the historical narrative, the Israeli
Antiquities Authority said in a statement.
Now researchers from the IAA, Hebrew
University and Macquarie University in
Sydney, Australia, say they have found a
Philistine-era settlement under a rural one
from the historical era linked to the bibli-
cal King David.

Those findings have led them to believe

it is Ziklag, the statement said. The site,
Khirbet al-Rai, is located near Kiryat Gat
in central Israel. Researchers have exca-
vated finds typical of the Philistine civi-
lization as well as pottery vessels con-
necting it to the historical era identified
with the biblical David, the statement said.
The Philistines are believed to have
arrived in the region in the 12th century
BC, with DNA tests on their bones
recently suggesting their origin to be in
southern Europe.

They ruled what is today part of cen-
tral and southern Israel and the Gaza Strip
and were a feared enemy of the Israelites.
In the biblical narrative, David sought
refuge in Ziklag from Saul, who was trying
to kill him. David fled the boundaries of
the Kingdom of Israel to the coastal area
under the rule of the Philistines. As
relayed in the first book of Samuel, when
Saul heard David was in the Philistine city
of Gath, “he sought him no more.” David
then requested-and received-the town of
Ziklag, which remained property of
Judean kings, the bible says. — AFP

Yosef Garfinkel, professor at the Hebrew University, displays pottery vessels that were found
at the site claimed to be the Biblical town of Ziklag near the southern Israeli city of Kiryat Gat.


