
When plainclothes police arrested newspaper
editor Ghulam Jeelani Qadri, his peers in
Indian Kashmir saw it as just another

attempt by New Delhi to squeeze the media working
in the blood-soaked region. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in power since 2014, has tightened the screws
on the part of Kashmir controlled by India, particular-
ly since February when a suicide bombing killed 41
Indian troops travelling in a convoy.

The attack, claimed by a Pakistan-based militant
group, prompted tit-for-tat air strikes between the
two nuclear-armed nations over a region divided
between the countries since 1947. In step with
beefed-up security, New Delhi has pressured the
media inside Kashmir by intimidating reporters with
legal threats and putting restrictions on movement as
well as pulling ad revenues from troublesome outlets,
journalists say. Qadri, publisher and editor of Urdu-
language daily Afaaq, told AFP that he was given no
reason for his arrest by the plainclothes police who
took him from his Srinagar home on June 25.

“They simply asked me to accompany them,” Qadri
told AFP. His arrest was linked to a case from 1993
when he published a statement from an anti-India mil-
itant. Although he was freed a day later, the revival of
the three-decade-old case was quickly interpreted by
Kashmir’s media community as a warning. There is “an
invisible sword hanging over your head”, one editor in
Kashmir told AFP of the threat of legal cases, speak-
ing anonymously for fear of reprisal. Other local
reporters have also been arrested.  Asif Sultan, has

been in jail since August 2018 over a report about a
rebel leader, charged with having contact with and
promoting militants.

No investigation possible   
Some 70,000 people, mostly civilians, have died

over the past 30 years in Indian-administered
Kashmir, monitoring groups say. The fighting is
between Indian soldiers - who number around
500,000 on the ground - and rebels wanting either
independence or union with Pakistan. Clashes
between security forces and militants - which often
escalate as demonstrators gather - have been a near-
daily occurrence since India launched “Operation All
Out” after the death of charismatic militant Burhan
Wani in 2016.

Since the February bombing, the deadliest attack
on Indian forces in three decades of insurgency, India
has arrested 900 people. Accusations of human rights
abuses, arbitrary detentions have followed, as anxiety
and anger mounts in the Muslim-majority region.
Moves by Modi’s government to scrap laws that bar
Indians from elsewhere buying land in Kashmir have
also irked locals. Covering violent protests, which fre-
quently see Indian forces use lead-pellet-firing shot-
guns on protestors, has become even harder.

“We’re stopped miles away. No investigation by
journalists is possible,” said Umer Arif, a freelance
journalist. “So, we show what the government forces
want us to show, not much else.” Foreign journalists
also need special permission to visit the territory.

India’s part of Kashmir was brought under New
Delhi’s direct rule in June 2018 after Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) withdrew support for its local part-
ner and dissolved the elected local government. Tens
of thousands of extra troops were brought in for a
general election in May that saw the right-wing Modi
re-elected. During the voting, the main highway link-
ing Kashmir with India was closed to civilian traffic
two days per week for two months.

Humiliation and pain   
The government has also stopped issuing adver-

tisements to Kashmir Reader and Greater Kashmir,
the biggest English-language daily, effectively “chok-
ing” it, according to its editor-in-chief Fayaz Ahmad
Kaloo. That has left little money for reporting or
investigations. The Committee to Protect Journalists
(CPJ), says the freeze on advert spending is one of a
battery of moves by the central government “to
silence criticism of its policies in Kashmir”.

“They want independent voices to go to oblivion,”
added Anuradha Bhasin, editor of Kashmir’s oldest
English-language newspaper the Kashmir Times.
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi from the Indian Administrative
Service who oversees the government information
department conceded that advertising had been with-
drawn to selected titles but insisted newspapers could
publish what they liked. “It has nothing to do with
public interest,” Dwivedi told AFP. “If any individual
newspaper has a grievance they should approach the
relevant authorities.” — AFP
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As shopkeeper Ali Akbar went to open his store
last week along the main street of Thatta, in
Pakistan’s Sindh province, he found himself

wading through a sea of people who had blocked the
road, causing an enormous traffic jam. It wasn’t a
political rally - the normal cause of such crowds. It
was people without water. “They were demanding
the government declare a water emergency and
resolve their woes on a war footing,” Akbar told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation in a telephone call. “It
was extremely hot, but they remained resolute.”

Over a week, the people had walked 140 km from
the Indus delta region, desperate to find an answer to
worsening water shortages and land losses to ero-
sion in their home villages. Zuhaib Ahmed Pirzada, a
young environmental activist from Thatta, said an
original 50 or so marchers from the area around
Kharo Chan - where the delta meets the Arabian Sea
- were joined by others as they marched north. By
the time the crowd reached Thatta, there were 1,500
marchers.

Tanzeela Qambrani, a legislator from Badin dis-
trict, in southern Sindh province, said the region has
seen the “slow death” of the delta for many years.
Water expert Simi Kamal, who works at the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund and started a foundation
focused on water and food security, said the spread
of large-scale irrigation along the Indus River is par-
tially to blame for less water reaching the delta.

But she said “mismanagement” of water, including
wasteful flood irrigation and failure to leave enough
water in systems to support nature, played a far big-
ger role. “Together these have been catastrophic for
the environment as well as the local population,” she
said, predicting that a shifting climate would only
make the problem worse.

Lower flow
The Indus is a water lifeline for over 200 million

Pakistanis, about 50 million of them near the river’s
end in Sindh, according to the US-Pakistan Center
for Advanced Studies in Water and other agencies. A
report by environmental and development group
Lead Pakistan said that as demands on the Indus’
water grow, the delta is receiving less than a third of
the water it needs. The flow is also less than what it is
due under a 1991 water sharing accord among Sindh,
Punjab, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
provinces, the report said.

Khalid Hyder Memon, a former irrigation depart-
ment official in the Sindh provincial government, said
he felt Punjab province, upstream, was “stealing”
water that should be Sindh’s share. He said repeated
protests and requests over the last two years for a
water audit by an independent body had not yet
been acted on by the Indus River System Authority,
which monitors water distribution and sharing. “An
audit would establish how much water there is in the
system and how much is released to each province,”
said Memon, who worked on irrigation issues for 37
years.

But Usman Tanveer, deputy commissioner of
Thatta, said recent shortages of water in Sindh were
in part the result of cool June temperatures in Gilgit-
Baltistan’s Skardu district, with less snowmelt coming
from the foothills of the Karakoram mountains. “It
takes between 17 to 25 days for the water from
Skardu to reach us. The unprecedented and persist-
ent low temperatures delayed snow melt and created
havoc for us,” he explained.

Qambrani said the Sindh government needs to
show “seriousness” in dealing with growing water
threats as climate pressures become the new normal,
and as sea level rise and less water and sediment
flowing down the Indus erodes delta land. “Here in
the delta, the sea is fast swallowing up our land. The
government must come up with a sound plan now or
we will have a huge population of climate refugees to
deal with,” the legislator said.

On Sunday, the international Green Climate Fund
announced it was providing $35 million in funding,
supported by $12.7 million in funds from Pakistan, to
improve water management and farming practices in
eight climate-hit districts in Pakistan, including in
Sindh and Punjab provinces. The six-year project,
which the UN Food and Agriculture Organization
will begin running this year, aims in part to help
small-scale farmers learn how to farm with less
water. It will also give them access better weather
information to plan more effectively for droughts and
other climate-related risks. — Reuters 
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In this photo taken on July 3, 2019, a Kashmiri man reads a newspaper at a stall in Srinagar. — AFP 

From boomerangs to 
A-bombs? Aussies 
debate nuclear arms

Facing a wobbly ally in the United States and an
increasingly bellicose China, Australia’s military
strategists are cautiously debating whether the

country needs to consider developing its own nuclear
deterrent. For a long time, the country’s defense forces
had relatively little to worry about. A century-old
alliance with the United States brought bankable secu-
rity guarantees, while mineral exports to China ensured
28 recession-free years at home. 

But Donald Trump’s limited regard for alliances and
Xi Jinping’s quest for primacy in the Pacific have put
both pillars of Australian security in doubt. “Far from
being in a strategic backwater, Australia is very much
now a state in the front line,” said Malcolm Davis, a mil-
itary planner who has long called for a rethink in
Australia’s defense. So far the response from Canberra
has been cautious: trying to preserve the alliance with
the United States while trading with the world’s rising
economic power. 

But Hugh White - former adviser to prime ministers,

and a doyen of Canberra military analysts - believes it
is time to get off the fence. Amid arcane discussions
about strategic autonomy, interests and capabilities, his
book “How to Defend Australia”, published this month,
has ignited a firestorm of debate with one simple ques-
tion: “What about nuclear weapons?”

White - a professor of strategic studies at the
Australian National University - does not advocate for
or against nuclear weapons, but says the question is
becoming unavoidable. Citing “big strategic shifts in
Asia” he argues that “it is no longer clear that nuclear
weapons would never make sense” to Australian
defense. “The strategic costs of forgoing nuclear
weapons in the new Asia could be much greater than
they have been until now.”

Developing even limited deterrence would carry
enormous economic, political, diplomatic and social
cost-requiring Australia to withdraw from the Non-
Proliferation Treaty and provoking neighbors. But the
vast nation-continent may be extremely difficult to
defend alone with a limited population and convention-
al weapons. White argues that without a cast iron guar-
antee from Washington, even the mere threat of a
nuclear attack from China could “force us to capitulate
in a conventional war.”

Decades in the making?    
The discussion is not completely out of the blue.

White reports that for decades Australian planners had
quietly considered nuclearization and worked on
assessments of how long weapons would take to devel-
op. But until now Canberra always decided that the
price was too high, the risks were low and Washington
had its back. But Trump’s capricious temperament
means half a century of policy could change with a sin-
gle tweet.

Meanwhile the threat outlook has changed. 
Historical documents show defense analysts did not

believe Australia would be targeted even in a serious
nuclear conflagration between the United States and
the Soviet Union. Bumping up against China seems
much more likely. And two regions inside Australia’s
sphere of interest have become geopolitical hotspots -
the South China Sea and the South Pacific. Australian
warships and aircraft routinely patrol through the
South China Sea, much of which is claimed by Beijing. 

Even when Australian ships stick to international
waters, they are shadowed and challenged by the
Chinese military.  In one recent incident, lasers were
shone at Australian Navy helicopter pilots taking part
in a months-long naval operation, forcing them to land.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison has launched a diplo-
matic “step-up” in the South Pacific - hoping to re-
engage in a region that increasingly draws Beijing’s
attention. —AFP

All articles appearing on this page are the
personal opinion of the writers. Kuwait
Times takes no responsibility for views
expressed therein. 

Put off by US, 
Chinese students 
eye other varsities 

Caught in the crossfire of the US-China trade war,
Chinese students are looking for alternative
study destinations - threatening to turn off an

important source of revenue for American universities.
China accounts for nearly a third of foreign students on
US campuses who pour billions of dollars into the
economy, but in March their numbers dropped for the
first time in a decade. Visa delays, concerns over being
shut out of research projects and safety fears have
turned off Chinese students, according to several
admissions consultancies and nearly a dozen parents
and students interviewed by AFP.

Rival education powerhouses such as Britain,
Australia and Canada are the biggest beneficiaries, a
survey by New Oriental China’s biggest private educa-
tion provider said. Japan and South Korea - traditional
study abroad destinations for the Chinese elite - and
parts of Europe, especially Germany and Scandinavian
countries with strong engineering programs, have also

seen an uptick in applications, the survey found.
The chilling effect started mid-last year, after

President Donald Trump’s administration slashed the
visa duration of students in science and technology
fields from five years to one in some cases. “Now
there’s a lot of uncertainty on whether they can even
finish their studies,” said Gu Huini, founder of boutique
college consultancy Zoom In. Over one third of the
roughly 360,000 Chinese students in the US study in
“STEM fields” - science, technology, engineering and
mathematics - according to the Institute of
International Education in New York.

But the number of Chinese students in the US
dipped by two percent in March compared to the pre-
vious year, the first drop since 2009, data from the US
Immigration and Customs Enforcement shows. Melissa
Zhang, a high school senior in Beijing, said she has
abandoned plans to go to the US and was instead tak-
ing German lessons, in the hope of getting into a robot-
ics program in Dresden. “I’ve already wasted a year
preparing for my SATs,” the 17-year-old said, referring
to the standardized test needed to enter a US universi-
ty. “But what’s the point in going to the US if I might be
shut out of a research lab, just because I am Chinese.”

Her mother, Mingyue, said “the American dream is
losing its shine” to many Chinese students. “If America
makes them feel unwelcome, they’ll go elsewhere... this
generation feels the whole world is open to them.”

‘Unfairly scrutinized’  
Chinese students contributed $13 billion to the US

economy last year, a figure that includes tuition fees
and l iving expenses, according to NAFSA:
Association of International Educators. Top US uni-
versities including Yale and Stanford have com-
plained that the trade war has affected campus
recruitment. Rafael  Reif , president of  the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, wrote in an
open letter on June 25 that students and faculty felt
“unfairly scrutinized, stigmatized and on edge -
because of their Chinese ethnicity alone”. 

The State Department has said the increased
scrutiny was prompted by a rising number of stu-
dents who were co-opted by foreign intelligence
while in the United States. Eric Wang, 25, a doc-
toral student at Purdue university in Indiana, said
he was nervous about having to renew his visa
every  year. “ I t ’s  d i f f i cu l t  to  p lan  long-term
research projects or even think about going steady
with your girlfriend,” said Wang. Trump attempted
to allay Chinese students’ fears after reaching a
trade war truce with President Xi Jinping at the
G20 summit last week, saying they would be treat-
ed “just like anybody else”. He also proposed a
“smart person’s waiver” that would make it easier
for the brightest minds to get a Green Card allow-
ing permanent residency. —AFP 

Parched southern 
Pakistan farmers 
marching north


