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LONDON: Britain scrambled yesterday to
stem damage to its relations with Washington
by finding the leaker of diplomatic cables in
which the UK ambassador called US
President Donald Trump “inept”. The confi-
dential telegrams from ambassador Kim
Darroch created a political firestorm in
London after their publication in the Mail on
Sunday newspaper. One of them called the
Trump administration “uniquely dysfunction-
al” while another characterized the US leader
as “incompetent” and “insecure”.

Their release came just a month after Trump
visibly enjoyed himself during a state visit that
included a 41-gun salute welcome at
Buckingham Palace and dinner with the queen.
They also threatened to complicate London’s
efforts to strike a new US trade agreement that
could help mitigate potential damage from
Britain’s withdrawal from the European Union.
Trump fired back by saying that people in his
administration were “not big fans” of London’s
man in Washington. “We are not big fans of
that man and he has not served the UK well. So
I can understand it, and I can say things about
him but I won’t bother,” Trump told reporters.

Very serious consequences
UK officials defended Darroch as a profes-

sional who was carrying out his duties by pro-

viding “frank” assessments of the latest devel-
opments in the White House. “Our ambassa-
dors provide honest, unvarnished assessments
of politics in their country,” a Downing Street
spokesman said. “As you’d expect, contact has
been made with the Trump administration set-
ting out our view that we believe the leak is
unacceptable.”

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said the cul-
prit would face “very serious consequences if
and when we find out who was responsible.”
The British parliament’s foreign affairs com-
mittee chairman Tom Tugendhat called the leak
a “betrayal” that was “deeply damaging to the
integrity of the UK”. The Daily Telegraph
newspaper said such memos are seen by up to
100 people working in the Foreign Office and
other government departments.

“But it would require a single official or
minister to have access to the whole cache,
inevitably casting the spotlight on senior min-
isters,” it wrote. The immediate suspicion of
the London papers fell on Brexit-backing
players in a power struggle within the govern-
ing Conservative Party.

Coveted job 
British politics are in for a major revamp

once Prime Minister Theresa May ends her
three-year spell in power later this month.

Brexiteer former foreign minister Boris
Johnson is the favorite to replace her in a lead-
ership contest against Hunt. The winner will
get to appoint his own US envoy by the time
Darroch’s term expires at the end of the year.

Commentators note that the official widely
tipped for the Washington job was less enthu-
siastic about Brexit than Johnson or some
members of his team. “There have been
reports that Mark Sedwill, the current cabinet
secretary, is being lined up for the position,”
The Guardian’s diplomatic editor Patrick
Wintour wrote. But Trump “may be suspicious
of Sedwill, and would prefer a true Brexiter”.

Wintour wrote that Sedwill “may not fill
that bill, but Nigel Farage-who pretty openly
campaigned for the job before Darroch’s
appointment in 2016 — does”. Farage has met
Trump on several occasions and has bran-
dished his anti-European credentials by lead-
ing his brand new Brexit Party to victory in
European election in May. Farage yesterday
called Darroch’s memos “pretty irresponsible”
but played down interest in taking the ambas-
sadorial job in Washington.

“I’m not a diplomat, and I think that’s quite
an understatement,” he told BBC radio. But
Farage added that he “could be very useful” in
forging a better relationship “with an adminis-
tration that contains friends of mine”. —AFP

Britain hunts for leaker of 
cables calling Trump ‘inept’ 

London distances itself from ambassador Darroch’s views

LONDON: The UK’s data privacy watchdog has fined
British Airways more than £183 million after computer
hackers last year stole bank details from hundreds of
thousands of passengers, the pair said yesterday. The
UK Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) said it had
issued a notice of its intention to fine BA £183.39 million
for infringements of EU data protection rules, or GDPR.

“People’s personal data is just that-personal,”
Information Commissioner Elizabeth Denham said in a
statement. “When an organization fails to protect it from
loss, damage or theft it is more than an inconvenience.
That’s why the law is clear-when you are entrusted with
personal data you must look after it,” she added.

In a separate statement, BA’s parent group IAG said
the fine was equivalent to 1.5 percent of British
Airways’ turnover in 2017. Companies can be fined up
to four percent of annual global turnover for breaching
EU data protection rules. The fine is equivalent to more
than 9 percent of IAG’s net profit last year. IAG chief
executive Willie Walsh said it would consider appealing
the penalty as it seeks “to take all appropriate steps to
defend the airline’s position vigorously”.

BA’s CEO Alex Cruz said the airline was “surprised
and disappointed” by the punishment. “British Airways
responded quickly to a criminal act to steal customers’
data,” he said in the statement. “We have found no evi-
dence of fraud/fraudulent activity on accounts linked to
the theft. We apologize to our customers for any incon-
venience this event caused,” Cruz added. Shares in IAG
were down 1.0 percent following the announcement
and in early trading on London’s benchmark FTSE 100
index, which was down 0.25 percent overall.

Personal data of approximately 500,000 customers
were compromised, beginning in June 2018, the ICO
said Monday. This was shortly after the European
Union introduced its tighter data protection law, the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). BA mean-
while publicly revealed the hack in September. The
stolen data comprised customer names, postal address-
es, email addresses and credit card information. 

However the 15-day breach, which was fixed on
discovery, did not involve travel or passport details.
Following disclosure of the hack, BA promised to
compensate affected customers and took out full-
page adverts in the UK newspapers to apologize to
passengers. It had meanwhile described the mass theft
as “a very sophisticated, malicious, criminal attack on
our website”. — AFP
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Guaido says
talks with
Venezuela 
govt to resume 
CARACAS: Dialogue between
Venezuela’s opposition and President
Nicolas Maduro’s government will
resume in Barbados, self-declared inter-
im president Juan Guaido said on
Sunday, after previous negotiations in
Norway petered out. “In response to the
mediation of the Kingdom of Norway
(the opposition) will attend a meeting
with representatives of the usurper
regime in Barbados, to establish a nego-
tiation on the end of the dictatorship,”
Guaido said in a statement, without giv-
ing a date for talks to resume.

Maduro’s government suggested
talks would resume this week.
Delegations representing the Venezuelan
rivals met face-to-face in Oslo for the
first time in late May, in a process begun
two weeks earlier under Norwegian aus-
pices to find a solution to the South
American country’s economic and politi-
cal crises. Oil-rich Venezuela has been
ravaged by five years of recession
marked by shortages of food, medicine
and other basic necessities.

It plunged deeper into political tur-
moil in January when National Assembly
speaker Guaido declared himself acting
president in a direct challenge to
Maduro’s authority. On Sunday Guaido
also announced that he would push for
Caracas to rejoin the Inter-American
Defense Treaty, which Venezuela left in
2012. Some opposition lawmakers
believe the treaty, from which Bolivia,
Ecuador and Nicaragua have also with-
drawn, could legally allow foreign mili-
tary intervention to overthrow Maduro.

“We have the legitimate right to build
the international capacities and alliances
necessary to protect and defend our
people and our sovereignty,” Guaido said
on Twitter. Guaido is recognized by the
United States and more than 50 other
countries but has been unable to dis-
lodge Maduro, who is backed by Cuba,
Russia and China. Last Tuesday Guaido
had said there were no plans to re-open
talks with the “murderous dictatorship”
of Maduro, following the death of an offi-
cer in custody over an alleged coup plot.
The suspicious death of retired naval
officer Rafael Acosta Arevalo sparked

international condemnation. Guaido said
at that time, though, that if fresh talks
aimed at “facilitating the cessation of the
usurpation” of Maduro were announced,
“we will officially communicate.”

To move forward   
In a tweet, Maduro’s Communications

Minister Jorge Rodriguez implicitly cor-
roborated Guaido’s announcement by
reproducing a Norwegian Foreign
Ministry statement. “The two parties will
meet this week in Barbados to move for-
ward in the search for a negotiated and
constitutional solution,” the statement
said. The Barbados talks will be the third
round since May. Guaido wants them to
lead towards Maduro’s departure from
the presidency he has held since 2013, to
a transitional government, and then “free
elections with international observers.”

Some in the opposition criticize dia-
logue as a way for Maduro to “buy
time,” but Guaido responds it is a means
to “put an end to the suffering of
Venezuelans.” Political scientist Jesus
Castillo-Molleda told AFP “the opposi-
tion cannot defeat the government, nei-
ther alone nor with the help of the
United States government.” This means
it has to look for other ways to reach
agreements in favor of elections, the
analyst said. Maduro has repeatedly said
that the dialogue “will continue” with the
opposition, “for peace in Venezuela.”

During a parade last Friday celebrat-
ing the country’s independence, Maduro
said there would be “good news” this
week about the negotiations. Guaido
calls Maduro a “usurper” for staying in
power after a 2018 election widely dis-
missed as a sham. Venezuela is suffering
from hyperinflation in an economic crisis
that has forced millions to flee. The UN
estimates that more than seven million
Venezuelans are in need of urgent
humanitarian aid. — AFP

WASHINGTON: In this file photo British Ambassador Kim Darroch speaks at an Afternoon Tea
hosted by the British Embassy to mark the US. — AFP 

Brazil justice minister 
considered leak 
to harm Maduro
RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilian justice minister Sergio Moro
considered releasing construction giant Odebrecht’s con-
fession to paying bribes in Venezuela to harm the country’s
president Nicolas Maduro, The Intercept investigative
website reported on Sunday. The report came after The
Intercept last month began publishing excerpts from
leaked chats with Moro, causing a scandal for the former
anti-corruption judge who became attorney general under
far-right president Jair Bolsonaro.

The Intercept’s most explosive report purportedly
showed Moro conspiring with prosecutors in a sprawling
corruption probe known as Car Wash to keep popular
leftist ex-president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva out of the
2018 presidential race. On Sunday, The Intercept pub-
lished chats in which Moro considers whether to use infor-
mation gathered about Odebrecht during the Car Wash

investigation against socialist leader Maduro, who has
presided over a political and humanitarian crisis in
Venezuela. “Maybe we should reveal Odebrecht’s confes-
sions about bribes in Venezuela?” Moro said to chief
prosecutor Deltan Dallagnol via the encrypted Telegram

messaging app in August 2017. Earlier in the conversation,
Dallagnol had told Moro, “There will be criticism and a
price (to be paid), but it’s worth exposing oneself to help
the Venezuelans.” It remains unclear if the confessions
were ever leaked, but Odebrecht has admitted to paying
bribes across Latin America, including $98 million in
Venezuela-its biggest payoff outside Brazil.

In a statement, the prosecutor’s office in the city of
Curitiba, which handled some of the most publicized
aspects of the probe, rejected The Intercept’s report. The
office said it didn’t recognize “the messages attributed to
its members in recent weeks. The origin and veracity of the
messages, obtained via cybercriminals, cannot be con-
firmed.” The corruption scandal surrounding Odebrecht,
Latin America’s biggest construction firm, has stretched
across a dozen countries in Latin America and two in
Africa, with the company implicated in handing out cash to
win lucrative public contracts.

The revelations regarding Moro have led to calls for
his resignation along with demonstrations in support of
the justice minister. On Sunday, DataFolha Institute of
Research released a poll in which 58 percent of respon-
dents said that Moro’s decisions in the Car Wash probe
should be reviewed if the claims against him are proven
to be true. — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s Minister of Justice Sergio Moro
waits for the start of the Copa America football tournament
final match against Peru at Maracana Stadium in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. — AFP

China blames US 
‘bullying’ for Iran 
nuclear crisis
BEIJING: China yesterday said “unilateral bullying” by the
United States was the cause behind the escalating Iran
nuclear crisis, after Tehran announced it was set to breach its
uranium enrichment cap. “The facts show that unilateral bul-
lying has already become a worsening tumor,” said Chinese
foreign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang at a press briefing
in Beijing. “The maximum pressure exerted by the US on
Iran is the root cause of the Iranian nuclear crisis,” he said.

Iran threatened on Sunday to abandon more commit-
ments to an endangered 2015 nuclear deal unless a solution
is found with the remaining parties after the US pulled out.
The 2015 deal was reached between Iran and six world
powers-Britain, China, France, Germany, the United States
and Russia-and saw Tehran agree to drastically scale down
its nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief.

Washington began reimposing sanctions on Iran in
August 2018 and has targeted crucial sectors including oil
exports and the banking system, fuelling a deep recession.
Tehran’s move to start enriching uranium above the maxi-
mum purification level has already drawn opposition from
countries backing the nuclear deal, with Germany urging it
to “stop and reverse all activities inconsistent with its
commitments.” Geng said China has expressed “regret” for
Tehran’s decision to reduce its fulfillment of the Iran
nuclear deal. — AFP

NEW YORK: US states have enacted a
record number of new laws on abortion
this year, making them the major battle-
ground in the contentious issue, a repro-
ductive rights group said yesterday. The 50
states passed more than 90 bills on abor-
tion access and other reproductive health
matters in the first half of 2019, a third
more than the same period last year,
according to a mid-year report by the
National Institute for Reproductive Health
(NIRH).

Nine US states moved to limit the pro-
cedure with laws such as those banning
abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be
detected, while others increased access,
the NIRH said. The anti-abortion measures
are seen as a concerted effort to get the
US Supreme Court - more conservative
with members appointed by President
Donald Trump - to revisit its 1973 Roe v.
Wade ruling giving women a constitutional
right to abortion.

The states are “ground zero” in the fight
over abortion, said Andrea Miller, NIRH
president. “We are seeing states moving in
widely divergent directions,” she told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “We have a
set of states that are among the most con-
servative ... and then a host of states that
are rapidly, increasingly moving in the oth-
er direction.” While Roe v Wade guaran-
tees the right to abortion, states have
introduced restrictions as requiring women
to undergo ultrasound testing, requiring
parental notification for minors or requir-

ing multiple visits and counseling. Abortion
opponents believe one of the restrictive
laws could become the subject of a legal
fight that could potentially wend through
court challenges until it reaches the
Supreme Court, where a decision could
reverse the 1973 ruling. Some states have
expanded insurance coverage, created a
state-level version of Roe v Wade or
defined abortion as a healthcare issue. The
NIRH tally also included other measures
involving reproductive health care and
contraception.

“We have never had this many laws that
protect abortion rights and expand access
to abortion enacted in a single year since
Roe v. Wade,” Miller said. “There was such
a rapid fire number of bans on abortion,”
she said. “People suddenly saw just how
real the threat is and just how clear the
ultimate agenda is.” Mark Lee Dickson of
Right to Life of East Texas, an anti-abor-
tion group, said not only does the issue of
abortion belong in the states but that the
high court’s Roe v Wade ruling should be
disregarded.

“I would love to see things thrown back
to the states,” said Dickson. “The Supreme
Court has too much power. Everyone is
passing the buck to the Supreme Court.”
Dickson recently spearheaded a movement
by the Texas town of Waskom to declare
itself a “sanctuary city for the unborn.” The
Waskom City Council last month declared
the 1973 US Supreme Court ruling “null
and void.” — Reuters

CARACAS: Handout photo shows
Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro dur-
ing a military parade at the Los Proceres
boulevard in the framework of the celebra-
tions for the Independence Day in Caracas,
Venezuela. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: Anti-abortion activists protest during the National Independence Day
Parade in Washington, DC.-AFP


