
GENEVA: The UN rights office hammered India and
Pakistan yesterday for failing to improve the situation in
Kashmir, while renewing calls for an international probe
into violations in the disputed Himalayan region.
Kashmir, ruled in part but claimed in full by both coun-
tries, has suffered decades of unrest with rebel groups
fighting for independence from Indian rule or a merger
of Kashmir with Pakistan, in bloodshed that has left tens
of thousands dead, mostly civilians.

Last year, the Office of UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights released it’s first-ever report on Kashmir,
documenting wrongdoing by both sides and urging
action to reduce long-standing tensions. In a follow up
report, the rights office said “neither India nor Pakistan
have taken any concrete steps to address the numerous
concerns raised.” “In Indian-Administered Kashmir,
accountability for violations committed by members of
the Indian security forces remains virtually non-exis-
tent,” the report said. 

The groundbreaking 2018 findings were particular-
ly hard on India, highlighting “chronic impunity” for
misconduct by troops.  Pakistan welcomed the 2018
findings even though the UN said obtaining informa-
tion about Pakistan-administered Kashmir was diffi-
cult given restrictions on freedom of expression and
information. 

“No steps have been taken to resolve the main
issues, including a number of highly problematic legal
restrictions,” the rights office said yesterday.  It also

noted that four major armed groups in Kashmir “are
believed to be based on the Pakistan side of the Line of
Control,” and that civil society organizations blame
Pakistani security forces for a series of “enforced dis-
appearances,” in the region. 

New probe call    
Given the failure of both states to address the issues

raised, the report calls on the UN Human Rights
Council to again consider creating “a comprehensive
independent international investigation into allegations
of human rights violations in Kashmir”.  The rights
office shared the report with both countries last month.
According to the UN, India requested the report not be
published and dismissed the findings as “fallacious, ten-
dentious and [politically] motivated”-similar wording to
New Delhi’s rejection of the 2018 report. 

Pakistan again “welcomed the report,” the rights
office said. Kashmir has been divided since the end of
British colonial rule in 1947 and both New Delhi and
Islamabad claim the former Himalayan kingdom in full.
The arch-rivals barely escaped a war in February when
they launched cross-border air strikes at each other,
sending tensions to the highest they have been since
both gained nuclear weapons. Since then they have
stepped back from the brink, with Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan and his Indian rival Narendra
Modi exchanging warm messages after Modi’s hawkish
party won a new term in May. — AFP
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SRINAGAR: Indian paramilitary troopers stand guard as a Kashmiri girl rides a bicycle after authorities imposed
restrictions on movement in Srinagar. — AFP

Afghan rivals 
resume talks 
for peace
DOHA: Dozens of powerful Afghans
resumed talks with the Taleban yesterday
in Doha, where a possible ceasefire is on
the table along with key issues such as
women’s rights. Stakes are high for the
talks which follow a week of US-Taleban
negotiations with both sides eyeing a reso-
lution to the bloody 18-year conflict. US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo tweeted
that the Afghan gathering “has been a long
time coming” and praised the country’s
“government, civil society, women, and
Taleban” for coming together.

Washington has said it wants to seal a
political deal with the Taleban ahead of
Afghan presidential polls due in September
to allow foreign forces to begin to with-
draw. Around 70 delegates are attending
the two-day gathering which has been
organized by Germany and Qatar. “History
will remember those who were able to set
their differences aside for the sake of the
country” said Germany envoy Markus
Potzel as he opened the gathering Sunday.

A German source confirmed the second
day of talks got underway just before
0600 GMT. Delegate Asila Wardak, a
member of the High Peace Council estab-
lished by former president Hamid Karzai to
engage with Taleban elements, said “every-
body is emphasizing on a ceasefire” during
Sunday’s session. The Taleban spoke about
“women’s role, economic development,
(and) the role of minorities” in a future set-
tlement, she added.

Qatari Foreign Minister Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani said on Twitter that
he looked “forward to a constructive dia-
logue”. The so-called intra-Afghan meet-
ings follow six days of direct US-Taleban
talks that have been put on hold for the two
day Afghan conference and are set to
resume Tuesday, according to both sides.

Most productive
US lead negotiator Zalmay Khalilzad

said Saturday that the latest round of US-
Taleban talks “have been the most produc-
tive of the rounds we’ve had with the
Talibs”. The Taleban said they were “happy
with progress”. The United States is not
participating directly in the two-day
Afghan summit, which is being attended by
political heavyweights, government officials
and at least six women.

The Taleban, who have steadfastly
refused to negotiate with the government
of President Ashraf Ghani, have stressed
that those attending are only doing so in a
“personal capacity”. Ghani’s administration,
which the Taleban consider a puppet
regime, has also been excluded from the
direct US-Taleban talks. Sunday and
Monday’s gathering is the third such meet-
ing following landmark summits in Moscow
in February and May.

An agreement with the Taleban is
expected to have two main pillars-a US
withdrawal from Afghanistan and a com-
mitment by the militants not to offer sanc-
tuary to jihadists.  The Taleban’s relation-
ship with Al-Qaeda was the main reason
for the US invasion nearly 18 years ago.
But the thorny issues of power-sharing
with the Taleban, the role of regional
powers including Pakistan and India, and
the fate of Ghani’s administration remain
unresolved. —AFP

Moscow fumes
at obscene 
anti-Putin rant
by Georgian
TV host
MOSCOW:  Russia yesterday fumed
after a presenter in Georgia launched
into a live-TV expletive-laden tirade
against President Vladimir Putin, spark-
ing the latest row between the neighbor-
ing countries. Protesters in Georgian
capital Tbilisi have rallied over the past
weeks after a Russian lawmaker spoke in
the Georgian parliament, with Moscow
responding by tightening restrictions on
wine imports and suspending flights to
Georgia.

Risking further strain on relations, a
presenter with opposition Georgian

channel Rustavi-2, Giorgi Gabunia,
began his program late Sunday by
addressing Putin with a string of exple-
tives in Russian. The channel issued an
apology, and Georgia’s Prime Minister
Mamuka Bakhtadze called the outburst a
“categorically unacceptable” provoca-
tion that could threaten peace in the
nation. The obscenities directed at Putin
provoked a furious reaction from the
Kremlin. Spokesman Dmitry Peskov
called it “absolutely unacceptable” and a
“disgrace for Georgians”.

The disturbance feeds into tensions
that have seen lawmakers in the Russian
parliament discussing curbed imports of
Georgian wine and mineral water, and
banning money transfers between the
two countries. “There is constant pro-
voking of a conflict with Russia,” said
parliamentary speaker Vyacheslav
Volodin. A ban on flights between the
two countries decreed by Putin last
month went into effect Monday. It was
bound to affect the summer flow of
tourists to Georgia’s Black Sea resorts,
traditionally popular among Russians
seeking seaside sun. —AFP

ROME: Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during a joint press conference
with Italy’s prime minister following their meeting at palazzo Chigi in Rome. — AFP

Tajikistan probes 
poisoning deaths 
of 14 prisoners
DUSHANBE: Tajikistan has opened a criminal
investigation after 14 prisoners were fatally poi-
soned while they were being transported
between jails, the justice ministry said yesterday,
suggesting that another inmate may have given
them contaminated bread. The incident hap-
pened on Sunday as more than a hundred pris-
oners, including eight women, were being trans-
ferred in a convoy from prisons in the north of
the Central Asian country to jails in the south.

The justice ministry said in a statement that
a prisoner handed around bread to a group of
16 inmates travelling in one of the vehicles dur-
ing a stop on the journey. It said that “16 pris-
oners, who were in the back of one of the cars,
experienced nausea, dizziness, vomiting” half
an hour after consuming the bread. Medical
staff were only able to save the lives of two of
the prisoners, according to the statement,
which was relayed by the Khovar state infor-
mation agency.

The state prosecutor had opened a criminal
case into the incident, the ministry said. It
comes after a riot inside a prison close to the
country’s capital Dushanbe in May left 32 peo-
ple dead including three guards, sparking fears
over the security of prisons in the country.
Authorities blamed the Islamic State group for
the riot. In November 2018, another riot
claimed by IS left 26 people dead in Khujand, a
city in the northeast of the country. 

That riot was initiated by a former IS mem-
ber seeking to spark a mass escape, authorities
said. Tajikistan, the poorest country to claim
independence from the Soviet Union, endured
a five-year civil war that claimed tens of thou-
sands of lives shortly after the bloc’s collapse.
Rights groups regularly criticize the reign of
66-year-old President Emomali Rakhmon, who
has led Muslim-majority country since 1992,
tolerating little opposition. — AFP

DOHA: Markus Potzel, front, Germany’
Special Representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan, attends the Intra Afghan Dialogue
talks in the Qatari capital Doha. — AFP


