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19 die in Nigeria 
road accident
KANO, Nigeria: Nineteen people were
killed when four vehicles collided on a
busy road in northern Nigeria’s Kano
state, a road safety official said yesterday.
The accident occurred late Sunday at
Dinyar Madiga village, 85 kilometers from
Kano, the state capital, said Zubairu Mato
of the Federal Road Safety Commission
(FRSC). “A total of 19 people died in the
accident involving four vehicles, including
two buses and two cars,” Mato said,
adding that seven others were seriously
injured. “The speeding vehicles collided
while trying to dodge potholes,” he said.
Accidents are common on Nigeria’s poor-
ly-maintained roads, caused by reckless
driving, speeding and disregard for traffic
rules. In April, 19 wedding guests were
killed in nearby Jigawa state when their
overloaded bus skidded off the road and
crashed after a tire burst. —AFP

ATHENS: Newly-appointed Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, center, walks with his wife Mareva, right, to the Presidential palace in Athens. —AFP

New PM vows to end economic crisis, pledges to create jobs
ATHENS: Greece’s new conservative prime minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis was sworn in yesterday after a
sweeping election victory put him in charge of the EU’s
most indebted member with promises to end a decade
of economic crisis. “The Greek people gave us a strong
mandate to change Greece. We will honor it to the full,”
the 51-year-old Harvard graduate and former
McKinsey consultant said after taking his oath of office
in a televised ceremony, his wife and three children
close by. “Hard work begins today. I am completely
confident that we will prove equal to the challenge.”

A new cabinet will be sworn in on Tuesday and meet
on Wednesday, he said. Outgoing European
Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker and Turkish
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan were the first to con-
gratulate Mitsotakis on Sunday. Yesterday, Russian
president Vladimir Putin cabled in, and a spokesman for
German chancellor Angela Merkel said Berlin looked
forward to working with the new Greek leader. Merkel
also thanked outgoing leftist PM Alexis Tsipras for his
cooperation “with mutual confidence and trust during
very demanding years,” the German spokesman said.

The US-educated conservative faces a hefty chal-

lenge as he takes over from Tsipras, who imposed aus-
terity measures required under a bailout to keep
Greece in the eurozone. The country’s public debt last
year stood at 335 billion euros, or 180 percent of GDP.
The debt load is forecast to fall to 168 percent of GDP
this year, but only under belt-tightening brought in
under Tsipras’s Syriza party-something Mitsotakis’s
New Democracy party says is stifling growth.

The tricky job of keeping Greece’s international
creditors onside while easing the hardship on Greeks-
by lowering taxes and renegotiating fiscal targets-
could result in a short honeymoon phase for Mitsotakis.
A Eurogroup finance meeting on Monday will discuss
the state of Greece’s economy after tax cuts rolled out
by Tsipras in a last-ditch attempt to win over voters.

Message for change
Former banker Mitsotakis has pledged to create

jobs and “steamroll” obstacles to business. Those
pledges wooed Greek voters, who handed him nearly
40 percent of the vote in Sunday’s election, well ahead
of the 31.5 percent given to Tsipras. “It’s a strong mes-
sage for change in Greece,” Mitsotakis told reporters

on Sunday. Last week he told AFP his mission was “to
make sure we restart the economy” with “ambitious
growth driven by private investments, exports and
innovation”.

He predicted he could persuade Greece’s creditors
to accept the easing of tight fiscal targets with “a
comprehensive reforms package”. Tsipras, for his part,
warned that Mitsotakis would do away with the social
spending he brought in to help Greece’s vulnerable
groups. He portrayed the Mitsotakis family-one of
Greece’s leading political dynasties-as part of a failed
system that bankrupted the country in 2010.

Son of a PM 
Mitsotakis is the son of former prime minister

Constantine Mitsotakis, one of the country’s longest-
serving parliamentarians. His sister Dora Bakoyannis is
a former minister and Athens’s first female mayor. And
in a first even for a country accustomed to family links
in politics, the recently-elected mayor of Athens is the
incoming prime minister’s nephew. Mitsotakis took
charge of New Democracy three years ago. Following
the election, his party will have a majority of 158 seats

in the 300-member parliament.
New Democracy was last in power in 2014, in

coalition with the Greek socialists. Syriza’s parliamen-
tary presence will shrink from 144 seats to 86. Tsipras
has promised to remain an “active” voice in opposition
in defense of labor rights. Sunday’s election was
Greece’s third in as many months. In May, New
Democracy beat Syriza by nearly 9.5 points in
European parliament elections. A week later, it com-
pleted a near-sweep of Greek regions in local elec-
tions. After that, Tsipras was forced to call an early
general vote.

Entering parliament for the first time are Greek
Solution, a nationalist party formed by TV salesman
Kyriakos Velopoulos, and MeRA25, an anti-austerity
party founded by maverick economist and Tsipras’
former finance minister Yanis Varoufakis. Neo-Nazi
party Golden Dawn was shut out of parliament for the
first time since 2012. Golden Dawn, until recently
Greece’s third-ranking party, is in steep decline amid
an ongoing trial for the 2013 murder of an anti-fascist
rapper, allegedly carried out with the knowledge of
senior Golden Dawn members.—AFP

‘Terminator’ 
warlord guilty of
Congo atrocities
THE HAGUE: International Criminal Court judges yesterday
convicted a Congolese rebel chief nicknamed “Terminator”
of war crimes including massacring civilians and sexual
enslavement, in a badly-needed victory for prosecutors in
The Hague. Bosco Ntaganda’s forces carried out horrific
attacks including one in a banana field that left babies and
children disemboweled or with their heads smashed in,
judges said. The 45-year-old was a “key leader” who
recruited child soldiers and gave “direct orders to target
and kill” non-combatants in Democratic Republic of
Congo’s Ituri region in 2002 and 2003. Ntaganda was found
guilty of 18 counts of war crimes and crimes against human-
ity, including murder, directing attacks against civilians, dis-
placing civilians, rape, sexual slavery and enlisting children
under the age of 15. “Mr Ntaganda rallied the troops prior
to battle, he gave direct orders to the troops during opera-
tions, and he debriefed them afterwards,” head judge
Robert Fremr said.

Rwandan-born Ntaganda will be sentenced at a later
date after judges hear submissions from victims. Judges can
give a life sentence. Human Rights Watch director Kenneth
Roth hailed the verdict as  “big win for the survivors”, while
the International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH) said it

was a “day of joy for Ituri victims.” Ntaganda-known for his
pencil moustache and a penchant for fine dining-proclaimed
his innocence throughout the trial, insisting that he was “sol-
dier not a criminal” and that the “Terminator” nickname did
not apply to him.

Prosecutors portrayed him as the ruthless leader of eth-
nic Tutsi revolts amid the civil wars that wracked the DRC
after the 1994 genocide of Tutsis in neighboring Rwanda.
Judges said Ntaganda “fulfilled a very important military
function” as a leader of the Union of Congolese Patriots
rebels and its military wing, the Patriotic Forces for the
Liberation of Congo (FPLC).  The FPLC killed at least 800
people as it fought rival militias in Ituri for control of valu-
able minerals. More than 60,000 people have been killed
since violence erupted there in 1999.

Bodies were disemboweled
In one attack directed by Ntaganda, judges said that sol-

diers killed at least 49 captives in a banana field behind a
village, using “sticks and batons as well as knives and
machetes.” “Men, women and children and babies were
found in the field. Some bodies were found naked, some had
hands tied up, some had their heads crushed. Several bodies
were disemboweled or otherwise mutilated,” Fremr said. In
other attacks women were “killed either while resisting rape
or after being raped” while people were forced to dig mass
graves that they were later killed and thrown into.

Ntaganda was found guilty of personally shooting dead a
Catholic priest and as an “indirect perpetrator” for the other
crimes by giving “direct orders to target and kill civilians”
and other crimes. These included recruiting child soldiers
who “wore uniforms that were often too large for them” but

nevertheless were “punished
and suffered physical violence”
in the same way as adult sol-
diers,” the judgment said. The
judges said it was “common for
female members to be raped”,
including three girls under the
age of 15.

Formerly a Congolese army
general, Ntaganda then became
a founding member of the M23
rebel group, which was eventu-
ally defeated by Congolese
government forces in 2013.
Later that year he became the
first-ever suspect to voluntarily
surrender to the ICC, when he
walked into the US embassy in
the Rwandan capital Kigali and asked to be sent to the court,
based in the Netherlands. Ntaganda is one of five Congolese
warlords brought before the ICC, which was set up in 2002 as
an independent international body to prosecute those
accused of the world’s worst crimes.

Ntaganda’s former FPLC commander Thomas Lubanga
was sentenced to 14 years in jail in 2012. But it has suffered
a string of setbacks over recent years with some of its most
high-profile suspects walking free, including Ivorian former
leader Laurent Gbagbo earlier this year. It has also been
criticized for mainly trying African suspects so far. The US
administration of President Donald Trump has also attacked
the court after warning it against prosecuting US service
members over war crimes in Afghanistan. —AFP
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