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KUWAIT: Aerial view of Kuwait City. — Photo by Jassem Al-Motar (KUNA)

Seven in 10 Kuwait professionals want
to start their own business, survey finds

KUWAIT: Nearly seven in 10 professionals in Kuwait prefer
to be self-employed, a recent survey has found. Moreover,
70 percent are currently
thinking of starting a busi-
ness, 15 percent have tried to
start their own business in
the past, while 8 percent
never thought of starting
their own business, according
to the ‘Entrepreneurship in
the Middle East and North
Africa 2019’ survey, conduct-
ed by Bayt.com, the Middle
East’s leading career site, and
market research agency
YouGov.

The survey found that, if
given the choice, nearly two-
thirds (67 percent) of Kuwait residents aspire to be self-
employed/have their own business. When asked about the
reasons for this preference, ‘personal fulfillment’ (44 per-
cent) and ‘freedom to choose work-life balance’ (48 per-
cent) emerged as the top reasons. ‘Being my own boss’,
‘ability to give back to the community’ and ‘higher mone-
tary gains’ were also cited reasons. 

Those who have already started their business seem to
have similar reasoning. When asked about the reasons

Kuwait professionals have for starting their own business,
the top three answers were: more income (33 percent),
wanting to do what they love (27 percent) and having a
great business idea/concept (25 percent).

Of those who prefer to seek employment in a company,
61 percent said they prefer employment in order to have a

regular income while 41 percent prefer it to learn new
skills and 33 percent state the main reason for their prefer-
ence is lack of finances to start own business.

“Understanding the views of entrepreneurs in the MENA
is essential to maximizing impact and drive growth and
innovation in the economy,” said Omar Tahboub, General
Manager, Bayt.com. “Not only does Bayt.com conduct sur-
veys annually and share our learning about the opportuni-

ties and challenges of entrepreneurship for the benefit of
the sector, we also work closely with startups and new busi-
nesses to ensure their talent needs are secured easily and
cost-effectively during these critical early stages.”

Kuwait entrepreneurial ecosystem
Entrepreneurship continues to be a growing trend in

MENA. Despite the usual challenges of setting up a busi-
ness, the Bayt.com report indicates that entrepreneurship
has become more popular than ever before. Many entre-
preneurs are looking to grow their startups and establish
business. Over a third of respondents have personal ambi-
tions to grow their business further in their country of res-
idence (35 percent), followed by 23 percent who aim to
become an important international player. In fact, with
growth in mind, almost three in five respondents (56 per-
cent) are planning to hire for their business in Kuwait
within the next year. The top concern of respondents while
setting up their own business, would be procuring finances
to start (59 percent), the uncertainty of profit/income (48
percent). Likewise, among those who tried to start a busi-
ness in the past, financial-related obstacles were the main
challenge they faced.  The most appealing industries for
entrepreneurship in Kuwait are considered to be
Consumer Goods/FMCG (12 percent) followed by
Commerce/ Trade/ Retail (10 percent) and Hospitality/
Recreation/ Entertainment (9 percent). 

Mentoring and support
The survey shows even greater benefits of entrepre-

neurship for societies and the economy. The perceived
image of entrepreneurs in the region is very positive -
Kuwait respondents perceive entrepreneurs to be
opportunity-driven (83 percent) and they help in creat-
ing new jobs (83 percent). 

The best pieces of advice offered to budding entre-
preneurs by respondents in Kuwait is to not be afraid of
failure and having a great business plan. Over a quarter
of respondents believe that innovation is the ‘key to
success’ as an entrepreneur (28 percent), followed by
‘being close to clients or customers’ (22 percent). 

Kerry Mclaren at YouGov said: “Entrepreneurs are
the primary source of new job creation. The ideas and
innovations born in small companies and startups dis-
rupt industries and create a stronger economy, offering
greater opportunities for upward mobility. Therefore, it
became imperative for us to explore upcoming entre-
preneurs and what challenges they face in a new survey
with Bayt.com.” Data for the Entrepreneurship in the
Middle East and North Africa 2019 was collected online
from May 16 to 27, 2019. Results are based on a sample
of 3,331 respondents from the following countries: UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, Lebanon, Jordan,
Iraq, Palestine, Syria, Egypt, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia,
Libya, Sudan, and others.

Almost three in five entrepreneurs in Kuwait plan to hire within the year: Bayt.com 
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Kuwaiti cartoonists
attend Cairo event 
CAIRO: Cairo’s historical Prince Taz Palace hosted 345 cartoonists
from 71 nations, including Kuwait as guest of honor, for the Sixth
International Cartoon Gathering on Sunday. Kuwait’s attendance was
welcomed as an opportunity to showcase its talent on the global stage,
Kuwait Cartoon Society’s head Mohammad Thallab told attendees in an
opening speech. Caricaturists from the country have brought along

works focused on the event’s
theme, culture, along with
some of their most notable
drawings. Taking part are
pioneers on the Kuwaiti car-
toonist scene, like
Abdulredha Kamal, Jaafar
Rejab, Abdulwahab Al-
Awadhi and Musallam Al-
Zamel. Kuwaiti cartoonists,
in the last 50 years, have had
a profound effect on the
development of the art form
throughout the Gulf and
Arab regions, said Thallab.
Since its inception some two
years ago, the society has
also done its part to encour-
age the growth of the move-
ment in the country through
hosting exhibitions and
workshops. The Cairo-held
event, as a feature, is show-
casing an exhibition of car-
toon illustrations left behind
by the late Egyptian Nobel
laureate, writer Najib
Mahfoudh. — KUNA

A work by Kuwaiti  cartoonist
Mohammad Thallab.

CAIRO: Kuwaiti cartoonists attending the Sixth International Cartoon Gathering in Cairo, Egypt. — KUNA photos Works submitted by Kuwaiti cartoonists.

More works submitted by Kuwaiti car-
toonists.A group photo of participants at the Sixth International Cartoon Gathering. 


