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Rays walk off after Yankees’ 
rally; Angels overpowered 
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Gonzales wins 10th as Mariners down A’s
NEW YORK: Travis d’Arnaud hit a game-winning homer
with two outs in the bottom of the ninth inning as the
Tampa Bay Rays overcame blowing a late lead and
edged the New York Yankees 4-3 in St. Petersburg, Fla
on Saturday. The Rays were one strike away from getting
the win in the top of the inning, but left-hander Colin
Poche allowed a game-tying homer to Aaron Hicks.
Poche (2-1) blew his first career save attempt but kept
the game tied by striking out Gary Sanchez. After Chad
Green (2-3) easily got the first two outs in the bottom of
the frame, d’Arnaud won it by lining a first-pitch fastball
just over the right field fence. D’Arnaud’s sixth homer
with the Rays ended Tampa Bay’s six-game losing streak
to the Yankees. It also gave the Rays only their third win
in 12 meetings against New York this season.

Nationals 6, Royals 0
Max Scherzer won his seventh straight start with

seven scoreless innings and stole his second career
base, while Kurt Suzuki hit a two-run homer as host
Washington beat Kansas City. Both teams wore throw-
back 1969 uniforms, with the Nationals paying homage
to the Expos, who moved from Montreal prior to the
2005 season. Washington won for the fifth time in six
games and is 27-11 since May 24. Scherzer (9-5), who
has not lost since May 17, allowed four hits with 11
strikeouts. He did walk one and threw 75 strikes on 103
pitches. He has fanned 79 batters in his last seven starts
against just six walks.

Twins 7, Rangers 4
Marwin Gonzalez homered, Miguel Sano tripled and

scored twice, and Jason Castro drove in three runs to
lead Minnesota to a victory over Texas in Minneapolis.
Gonzalez’s home run was the 166th of the season for
the Twins, matching the team’s entire total for the 2018
season while also extending their major league record
for home runs before the All-Star break. Michael
Pineda (6-4) won his second consecutive start, allowing
one run on five hits over six innings while finishing with
a season-high nine strikeouts. It marked the 13th time in
17 starts this season that Pineda allowed three or fewer
earned runs.

Indians 7, Reds 2
Roberto Perez highlighted his second career four-hit

performance with a go-ahead two-run homer in the
eighth inning, as visiting Cleveland posted a victory
over Cincinnati. Shane Bieber (8-3) tossed eight strong
innings, and Francisco Lindor belted a pair of solo shots
to record his 11th career multi-homer performance for
the Indians, who have won five in a row. Yasiel Puig
launched a two-run homer in the first inning and fin-
ished with three of the five hits for the Reds, who saw
their three-game winning streak come to a halt.

Astros 4, Angels 0
Gerrit Cole continued his run of exceptional pitch-

ing, and Houston squared its three-game series with
visiting Los Angeles. Cole (9-5), the American League
Pitcher of the Month for June, twirled seven shutout
innings at the Angels to open July in similar fashion. He
surrendered three hits and two walks while recording

nine strikeouts, lowering his ERA to 1.76 over his last
eight starts dating to May 27. During that stretch, Cole
has allowed 10 earned runs on 35 hits and 13 walks with
70 strikeouts over 51 innings while going 5-0.

Padres 3, Dodgers 1
Hunter Renfroe and Manuel Margot hit late home

runs as visiting San Diego got the best of a pitchers’
duel, earning a victory over Los Angeles. It was the
second consecutive game Renfroe put the Padres in the
lead for good with a late home run, ending a scoreless
tie with a solo homer in the seventh inning. He hit one in
the eighth inning Friday night to give San Diego the
lead in a 3-2 victory. Padres rookie starter Chris
Paddack pitched 5 2/3 scoreless innings, giving up
three hits with one walk and six strikeouts while his 96
pitches were one off his career high. Trey Wingenter (1-
1) earned the victory with 1 1/3 scoreless innings. Kirby
Yates pitched a scoreless ninth inning for his 29th save.

Cubs 6, White Sox 3
Kyle Schwarber and Javier Baez both hit two-run

doubles in a decisive five-run fifth inning, and Jon Lester
pitched 6 1/3 strong innings to lift the visiting Cubs over
the White Sox. Eight consecutive Cubs reached base to
start the fifth, including the first three via walk as White
Sox ace Lucas Giolito struggled with his command.
Schwarber followed with a two-run, bloop double to the
opposite field in left to give the Cubs a 3-1 lead before
Baez chased Giolito from the game with a two-run dou-
ble one batter later. Recently named an American
League All-Star, Giolito (11-3) allowed six runs and four
hits in four-plus innings with five walks and five strike-
outs. He has two losses and a 12.96 ERA in two starts
against the Cubs this season, compared to a 2.26 ERA in
15 starts against the rest of the majors.

Red Sox 10, Tigers 6
Andrew Benintendi had four of his team’s 17 hits,

scored two runs and knocked in another as visiting
Boston downed Detroit in a game delayed four hours
and five minutes by rain. Mookie Betts supplied three
hits while scoring two runs and driving in two more for
Boston. Marco Hernandez contributed three hits and
scored twice, while Christian Vazquez knocked in two
runs. Rick Porcello (6-7) collected the win despite
allowing six runs on nine hits in 5 2/3 innings.

Mets 6, Phillies 5
Tomas Nido’s three-run double capped a wild fifth

inning and gave host New York the lead for good in a
win over Philadelphia. The Mets won for just the third
time in 12 games. The Phillies fell to 9-16 since June 9
— though they are 5-1 against the Mets in that span.
Until Nido’s hit, the Mets were in danger of seeing
more people ejected than runners cross home plate in
the fifth. Third baseman Todd Frazier and manager
Mickey Callaway were each ejected during a testy
inning in which Phillies starter Jake Arrieta hit his sec-
ond and third batters of the game.

Marlins 5, Braves 4
Caleb Smith overcame a shaky beginning to his first

start off the injured list, completing six innings and
helping visiting Miami snap an eight-game losing
streak against Atlanta. Smith (4-4) staggered in the first
three innings of his first start since June 6, giving up
four runs (three earned) on five hits and one walk. But
the lefty retired the final nine batters he faced and
earned his first win since May 1. He finished with six
strikeouts. Closer Sergio Romo worked around a lead-
off single to Nick Markakis in the ninth and notched his
16th save. The Braves still lead the season series 9-2.

Mariners 6, A’s 3
Marco Gonzales earned his 10th victory, the sec-

ond successive season he’s done so before the All-
Star break, as Seattle defeated visiting Oakland. The
left-hander (10-7) went eight innings, allowing two
runs on five hits. He walked one and struck out six.
Daniel Vogelbach and Kyle Seager hit home runs for
the Mariners, who snapped a three-game losing
streak and won for just the second time in their past
nine games.

Giants 8, Cardinals 4
Madison Bumgarner gutted out two innings after

getting hit by a line drive, and Austin Slater smacked
just the majors’ third pinch-hit grand slam of the sea-
son, helping host San Francisco turn back St Louis.
Bumgarner’s 11th pitch of the game was lined back at
him by Jose Martinez, a shot that struck the ace left-
hander near the left elbow. Bumgarner remained in the
game through two innings but then left. X-rays taken
at the site were negative. Reliever Sam Dyson (3-1)
retained the 1-1 tie with two innings of shutout relief,
and Slater was pinch hitting for him with the bases
loaded in the fourth inning. Promoted from Triple-A at
the start of the week, Slater took Cardinals starter
Miles Mikolas (5-9) over the wall in right field for just

his second home run of the season.

Pirates 12, Brewers 2
Kevin Newman hit a solo homer and a two-run sin-

gle to help Pittsburgh pound visiting Milwaukee, giv-
ing the teams a split through the first two games of a
weekend series. Starling Marte added a two-run triple
and an RBI single, and Melky Cabrera hit a two-run
homer for Pittsburgh, which totaled 17 hits. Mike
Moustakas and Yasmani Grandal each hit a solo homer
for the Brewers.

Diamondbacks 4, Rockies 2
Jake Lamb hit his first home run in more than a year

to break a sixth-inning tie and power Arizona to a win
over Colorado in Phoenix. Arizona closer Greg
Holland, who blew two saves on consecutive days in
the previous series against the Dodgers in Los
Angeles, gave up two hits in the ninth but struck out
Ryan McMahon to end the game for his 13th save.
Adam Jones led off the bottom of the sixth with a sin-
gle, and then the left-handed Lamb drove an outside
fastball to left-center field, where the ball bounced off
the top of the wall for a 3-1 lead. It was Lamb’s first
homer since June 25, 2018.

Orioles 8, Blue Jays 1
Renato Nunez h i t  a  two-run homer, Stevie

Wilkerson hit a solo blast and right-hander Andrew
Cashner pitched seven strong innings as visiting
Baltimore defeated Toronto. The Orioles have won
the first two games of the three-game series lead-
ing into the All-Star break. They have a 5-3 advan-
tage in  the  season ser ies  wi th  the  B lue  Jays .
Cashner (9-3) allowed one run, three hits, no walks
and a wild pitch. He struck out four in winning his
third straight start.— Reuters

FLORIDA: Mike Tauchman #39 of the New York Yankees slides past Willy Adames #1 of the Tampa Bay Rays
after hitting a double in the second inning of a baseball game on July 06, 2019. — AFP 

Kuwaiti fighters grab 
three gold medals 

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait’s Kyokushin
Karate national team yesterday clinched a
triumvirate of gold medals and a pair of
silvers in Malaysia’s Open Kyokushin-kan
Bare Knuckle Karate Tournament. Dhari
Al-Enezi powered his way to a gold medal
in the 85kg division, while his compatriot

Salem Al-Harbi emerged victorious in the
65 kg category, team leader Hassan Al-
Kanderi told KUNA. In the 75kg catego-
ry, Kuwait’s Abdullah Al-Abdullah finished
second amid stiff competition that fea-
tured Kyokushin fighters from across the
Asian continent. — KUNA

LONDON: Pakistan’s Aisam-ul-Haq
Qureshi admits that playing at
Wimbledon with a mixed doubles
partner who has a twin sister can
often leave him seeing double, but
he’s happy to remain bamboozled if it
brings him and his country a first
Grand Slam title. Qureshi teamed up
with Ukraine’s Nadiia Kichenok at
Roland Garros and they immediately
clicked, reaching the semi-finals
despite only squeezing into the draw
at the last minute. 

However, he admitted that with
Nadiia also having twin sister
Lyudmyla playing on the tour, it can
lead to some embarrassing moments.
“At Roland Garros, I thought I saw
her in the gym and I said ‘hey, part-
ner, how’s it going?’ She said ‘I’m not
your partner, it’s the other one’,” the
39-year-old Qureshi told AFP.

“Now I see the differences
between the two although it’s tough
to tell how I know they are different.
“It’s just the look and you kind of
sense it. Maybe it’s the way they greet
me, I can sense straight away who my
partner is.” Qureshi’s recent fortunes
have been inter-linked with the
Ukrainian sisters. He said that when

they originally planned to play in
Paris, they were just one spot off the
cut after Lyudmyla decided to play
with Santiago Gonzalez of Mexico.
Ironically, Gonzalez is Qureshi’s part-
ner in the men’s doubles on the tour.

“He had no one to play mixed
with so Lyudmyla signed with him-
so one sister kicked the other one
out. “I said that you know your’re
doing this to your own sister and she
was like ‘yeah, yeah, but I need to
get in’.” In the end, Qureshi and
Nadiia squeezed into the Roland
Garros draw as alternates and went
all the way to the semi-finals where
they were just two points from mak-
ing the championship match.
Gonzalez and Lyudmyla were beat-
en in the second round.

Qureshi, who was a mixed doubles
runner-up at the US Open in 2010
with Kveta Peschke, and Nadiia
decided to play again at Wimbledon.
“We were the last team in again. The
cut was 110 and we were 110, it was
pretty sweet.” It was even sweeter
when they made the second round at
the All England Club on Saturday,
beating China’s Xinyun Han
and....Gonzalez. “It’s hard to get

pumped up as me and Santiago have
been playing together all year,” said
Qureshi, who is still in the doubles
tournament at Wimbledon with his
Mexican friend.

“I can’t ever remember playing my
doubles partner in the mixed. “I didn’t
know we had been drawn against
each other. He texted me and said
you can’t believe it but we are playing
each other, smiley face, LOL and I
was like no way!” But Qureshi added:
“My partner was on fire today, she
didn’t care who I was playing against,
so credit to her.” Once the Grand
Slam season is finished for Qureshi,
there will be another big date for him
when he leads the Pakistan team into
an historic Davis Cup home tie

against India in Islamabad in
September.

It will be the first time India have
played a Davis Cup tie in Pakistan in
55 years. “It’s huge and it could be
my last. Playing singles is tough on
my body,” said Qureshi, who made
his debut in the tournament back in
1998. He also played in the most
recent tie between the two coun-
tries in Mumbai in 2006 when India
won 3-2. “This is historic for us, it
will be one of the most memorable
ties. “There will be lots of tension
and lots of hype but we are playing
on grass and it’s best-of-three. “We
are underdogs but we will fight to
the last point and we will see what
happens.”— AFP By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Olympic Committee
President Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad will patronize the Asian
Boxing Championship to be hosted by
Kuwait from August 1st till 9th. Chairman
of the Board of Kuwait Boxing
Federation Mohammad Mansi Al-Enezi
appreciated the patronage and the inter-
est expressed by Sheikh Fahad Al-
Nasser, adding that it is a major moral
boost for Kuwait boxers to make the
best results in the championship - which
is considered one of the best champi-
onships in the world. 

It also highlights the support of KBF’s
board in its efforts to present the event

in the best
way possible -
c o n fi r m i n g
Kuwait youth’s
ability to
organize major
tournaments.
The tourna-
ment will see
24 teams from
various Asian
countries. He
lauded the
role of Public Authority for Sports and
its Director General Dr Humoud Fulaited
and his deputy Dr Sayer Al-Mulla in
removing all obstacles - to ensure the
tournament’s success.

Kuwait to host Asian 
Boxing Championship

Sheikh Fahad Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad

Twin set - Pakistan’s
Qureshi hopes sister act
can lead to victory

Pakistan’s Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi

LONDON: Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and
Novak Djokovic, with 14 Wimbledon titles
between them, dominate ‘Manic Monday’ at the
All England Club with the ‘Big Three’ still stand-
ing while weary rivals have again flattered to
deceive. Eight-time champion Federer, four-time
winner Djokovic and Nadal, a double champion,

all play last 16 ties against opponents who have
never progressed this far before.

Federer, the second seed, tackles Italy’s world
number 20 Matteo Berrettini in what will be the
Swiss great’s record 17th fourth round appear-
ance at the All England Club. “I don’t know him
very well, so that makes it a bit more tricky,” said
Federer, chasing a 21st Grand Slam title. “I saw
him play a little bit in Halle (where he made the
semi-finals). Saw his run, of course, in Stuttgart
(which Berrettini won). “Now he’s backing it up
here again. That’s not easy to do, especially
when you’re sort of newer on the tour.”

Nadal, the champion in 2008 and 2010, also
has an unexpected opponent in the shape of
world number 69 Joao Sousa, the first

Portuguese player to reach the fourth round at
Wimbledon. Nadal has a 2-0 career advantage
over the 30-year-old Sousa, with both wins
coming on clay. “He’s a super dangerous oppo-
nent against everybody. He is very quick, has a
very good physical performance,” said Nadal,
looking to back up his 12th Roland Garros title
last month with a third Wimbledon.

Djokovic insists he will not be complacent
about his chances of reaching the final for the sixth
time. The highest seed that the world number one
can face before the final is number 15 Milos
Raonic, the 2016 runner-up from Canada. But first
up for the defending champion and 16-time major
winner is 21-year-old Ugo Humbert from France
who is playing in his first Wimbledon.—AFP

Federer, Nadal,
Djokovic star on
‘Manic Monday’


