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adonna made her three most recent albums “reluctantly”. The
60-year-old singer - who has Lourdes, 22, Rocco, 18, David,
13, Mercy, also 13, and six-year-old twins Estere and Stelle -
has been planning to make a new movie but got “bored” with

the process so found herself back in the recording studio. Asked how she
suddenly finds herself with ideas and knows it’s time to make an album,
she told MOJO magazine: “Sometimes that happens. But it has definitely
not happened in the last... three records. “Honestly, the last couple of
albums, I’ve made them reluctantly. “Both times I was trying to do some-
thing else- get a film made. “That happened on this record too. I moved to
Lisbon because I wanted my son [David] to be able to attend a soccer
academy and then I was trying to raise money for a film and then I got
bored waiting and then I ended up making a record. “So it just kind of
happened. It wasn’t like a burning thing that I had.” But when she does
start working on new music, Madonna is “very focused”. She said:
“Because time is so limited and precious, you do have to be laser-focused

and not waste any time. “Because you’re juggling, you know? Taking care
of six children and they live in three different countries and you’re doing
other jobs and taking care of other people. “And I do have other areas of
interest and filmmaking is one of them. “I’ve been working for years on a
screenplay and I’ve another script that I’m supposed to direct. “With this
album, at first I was just playing around and experimenting and then I was
officially making a record. “And when that happened, I did have to
become very focused.” And the ‘Holiday’ hitmaker admitted some of her
albums have come from a need to make a record. She said: “Other times, I
did have lots of ideas stirring inside me and I did have a burning desire.
“‘Ray of Light’ would be one. ‘Like A Prayer’. “But my life was simpler
then. ‘Like A Prayer’ - I was married to Sean [Penn] and I had no children
and my life was very simple. “‘Ray of Light’, I had my daughter, but again,
I didn’t have such a complicated life. Now my life is complicated.”

M

heryl has got new “material” ready ahead of a
potential album launch. The 36-year-old pop
star - who first found fame as part of Girls
Aloud - has revealed she’s recently been work-

ing on some new songs, though she remains undecided
about a potential release schedule for her latest solo
album. The brunette beauty - whose most-recent album,
‘Only Human’, was released back in 2014 - told BBC Radio
1’s Life Hacks: “I’ve got material.  “I just want to see how
the singles land and if people are enjoying the music and
maybe do some intimate gigs and stuff first.” Last month,
Cheryl claimed that motherhood has made work more fun.
The chart-topping singer - who gave birth to her son Bear,
two, in 2017 - took a break from work for “head space”
after the arrival of her tot, but Cheryl recently admitted
she is thrilled to be back in the studio. She said: “It’s actu-
ally more fun since I became a mother. You know you see
me sometimes at work and I would be like, Dermot I can’t.
I can’t go any longer. Now I’m like, ‘yeah let’s go...’ “First
of all I had a break which I needed and that was important
for my head space more than anything and it’s fun that I
get to come into work and do the things I love for a career,
but I also get to go home to the most precious part of my
life.” Hear Cheryl on Radio 1’s Life Hacks from 4pm
Sunday.

ack White loves playing drums more than any-
thing else he does. The 43-year-old musician
has a number of positions in various different
bands but he gets the most pleasure from being

in The Dead Weather because he gets to play percussion.
He said: “I’m the drummer in [The Dead Weather] so it’s a
totally different role for me. I get to be made fun of. Spat
on. “I gotta say, out of everything that I do, I probably
enjoy playing drums the most of anything, recording or
playing, because I grew up thining I was only going to be
a drummer so that’s all I did my whole childhood and was
all I cared about. “Guitar was sort of like, ‘Really? I’ll play
it if I have to.’ “That’s why I became a songwriter when I
worked in the upholstery shop with another drummer
(Brian Muldoon, The Upholsterers bandmate). He only
played drums so I had to play guitar. “So I enjoy drums the
most, but that doesn’t mean that’s the thing I’m best at.
What you enjoy is seldom what you’re good at.” The
‘Steady As She Goes’ hitmaker keeps taking up new hob-
bies and has had so many that he can’t even remember the
pastimes he’s had. He told Q magazine: “Week by week for
me. “I have collections of things that I’ve forgotten about
over the past decade. But carpentry has become my new
thing recently.” But one pursuit Jack has never been good
at is cooking. He admitted: “I cannot cook. I have no talent
for that.”

ictoria Beckham thinks it took “courage”
to reject the opportunity to reunite with
the Spice Girls. The 45-year-old designer -
who made her name as part of the chart-

topping girl group - was offered the opportunity to
join the band’s much-hyped reunion tour, but Victoria
declined the invite, instead opting to focus her atten-
tion on her family and her fashion business. Speaking
to Vogue Germany magazine, Victoria shared: “It took
me a lot of courage not to go on tour with the Spice
Girls again, but to be the one who says, ‘You know, I’m
not doing it because things feel different now than
they used to.’ “I’d rather concentrate on my family and
my company. “I’m 45 now and very happy to be the
woman I am ... I’m not trying to change, I want to be
the best version of myself. Before I turned 40, I wasn’t
that confident. I learned to listen to my gut feeling.”
Meanwhile, Mel B - Victoria’s former bandmate - pre-
viously admitted to being disappointed by the
brunette beauty’s decision to snub the reunion. She
said: “I expected her to come and just say hi, at least.
Not even on stage, just as an audience member sup-
porting... “I’m sure she has her reasons for not. I’ve
already said, ‘Yeah, I was upset’, I still am a little bit. It
is what it is and us girls we all support each other no
matter what, but yeah it is disappointing. Wedding,
Spice Girls show...  “No [it’s not a rift]. We’re all adults,
we all have to respectfully get on with whatever. But it
is a bit disappointing, let’s put it that way.”

oe Perry thinks “divine intervention” brought
Aerosmith and Run-DMC together. The ‘Crazy’
hitmakers saw their careers revived when they
teamed up with the hip-hop group in 1986 on a

new version of ‘Walk this Way’ but the guitarist admitted
he had no idea just how big an impact the track would
make. He said: “We really didn’t realize the impact that
song and that video made on people until we were touring
in Europe and there were people who thought we were a
new band. “They didn’t know anything about the earlier
days. We were fascinated by that. “When Rick Rubin sent
us a couple of plane tickets to go to New York to record
the song and then make the video a couple of months later,
for us it was business as usual. “Obviously the song was a
big hit, but we really didn’t realize what the impact was.
“Without it, we would have kept playing and going on, and
it would have been us doing what we’ve always done. Who
knows what we would have written later down the road,
but there was some divine intervention there that put us in
touch with Run-DMC. I’m really pleased that it hap-
pened.” While Aerosmith are currently on a break, Joe is
busy with Hollywood Vampires, his group with Alice
Cooper and Johnny Depp and admitted it wasn’t much of a
surprise when he started working with them because he’s
always working on new music.  He told Kerrang! magazine:
“I’m always writing, recording and messing around with
different songs and ideas, just because it’s something that I
love to do whether they end up being something anyone
gets to hear or not. “So, I’ve always got songs lying around
and it really wasn’t unusual for me to put a band together
when I had a little time on my hands. “Hollywood Vampires
isn’t that different, apart from the guys are on a whole oth-
er level of tenacity from the guys that I usually play with
to have a little fun.”

eline Dion paid tribute to Sir George Martin at
her London concert on Friday. The 51-year-old
star kicked off the Barclaycard presents British
Summer Time Festival in Hyde Park and used

the gig to remember the English record producer - known
as “the fifth Beatle” - who she worked with on her ‘Let’s
Talk About Love’ album.  She said: “Many years ago, I had
the honor and the privilege of working with the late great
Sir George Martin, your very own Sir George Martin and
he produced ‘The Reason’ for me. I wanted to mention his
name before I sing this song because meeting with him
and working with him, singing for him was more than a
privilege, it was a true honor and I wanted to say a few
words about him. So thank you so much.” And the star
spoke about her involvement with 2018’s ‘Deadpool 2’,
when she recorded ‘Ashes’ for the soundtrack, although
she joked that she originally hoped to star in it and win a
Best Actress Oscar. She said: “Last year I was invited to
participate in a very crazy movie called ‘Deadpool 2’,
which was a huge success here in the UK. The man star-
ring in this movie is an incredibly talented and funny actor
by the name of Ryan Reynolds. At first I thought that he
wanted me to star in the movie and I was imagining myself
on red carpets and winning the Best Actress Oscar but of
course I’m not an actor, I’m a singer. Although maybe
soon, stay tuned. “So Ryan sent me a song he wanted me
to record and when I listened to it, of course I accepted it.
This is ‘Ashes’.” Celine ended her show with ‘My Heart Will
Go On’ from ‘Titanic’ and John Lennon’s ‘Imagine’.  She
said: “I want to end with this message of peace and har-
mony in the best way that I can. And if you want to sing it
with me, I would love that very, very much.” Celine was
supported by Josh Groban and Claire Richards.

C

aden Smith’s new album is “for the haters”. The
20-year-old star has just released his 17-track
record ‘ERYS’ and he says he wants to dedicate
it to all those people who ever doubted him. He

told Rolling Stone magazine: “Sometimes I wish that I
wasn’t so emotional, but I’m glad that I showed the world
that side, because it seemed like they liked that side. But
you always have haters and you always have people that
are going to doubt you and this album is really for my
haters and that’s why it’s so aggressive.” The album fea-
tures emo rap acts, trap, electronic, and punk rock and
tells the story of a young man called ‘ERYS’.  Jaden
explained: “He lives in Los Angeles, but it’s in a world
where Los Angeles has almost been destroyed a little bit.
You don’t really know what happened, but it’s like a
dystopic Los Angeles. It’s like The Warriors where every-
body is running around, and it’s this interconnected web of
these young kids who run the city. Erys decides to be the
leader and take over the city. He gains control of everyone
by the means of fear almost. It doesn’t end well for him,
but that’s kind of the end of the story..” And the record is
also linked to his previous record ‘SYRE’.  Jaden said:
“When it’s ‘I want to be by myself. I’m sad. I’m going to be
in the Hills. I’m sad. I’m emotional and I can’t do anything.’
That was ‘SYRE’. ‘ERYS’, which is ‘SYRE’ reversed, is the
complete opposite. ‘ERYS’ is more so about the city. He’s
like “I like being in the city. He still likes pink and the sun-
set, but he cares so much more about the city and his
homies and making sure he is the leader of the generation.
That’s what the metaphor for Los Angeles is for in the
movie.”
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