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DOHA: Markus Potzel, second left, Germany’s Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, and Mutlaq bin Majid al-Qahtani, second right, the special envoy of the Qatari Foreign Minister for Terrorism and Mediation in the
Settlement of Disputes, attend the Intra Afghan Dialogue talks in the Qatari capital Doha. —AFP

Afghan foes meet in bid to secure peace
KABUL: A Taleban attack on a government security
compound in central Afghanistan yesterday killed at
least 14 people and wounded more than 180, including
scores of children, hours before a meeting in Qatar
aimed at preparing the ground for peace talks. Islamist
Taleban fighters detonated a car bomb in Ghazni city
near an office of Afghanistan’s main intelligence serv-
ice, the National Directorate of Security (NDS), during
yesterday morning’s rush hour, officials said.

The Taleban claimed responsibility, saying in a
statement dozens of NDS officers were killed or
wounded. The attack took place as Taleban officials
and a selected group of Afghan activists and civil soci-
ety figures prepared to meet in Doha, casting a pall
over talks intended to open the way for full peace
negotiations in the future. “It is unfathomable to
endanger children in this way and I strongly condemn
this attack,” US Special Representative for Afghanistan
Reconciliation, Zalmay Khalilzad, said in a tweet.

Health officials in Ghazni said 13 adults, including
eight NDS members, and a child were killed. At least
60 children who were attending classes in a private
school situated near the blast site were among the 180
people wounded. Doors and windows of the school
were destroyed in the powerful explosion, the children
suffered multiple injuries caused by flying shards of
glass and broken pieces of wood. “The casualty fig-

ures may rise as this is not the last report of those
injured in the powerful blast,” said Zaher Shah
Nekmal, a health director in Ghazni province.

The blast in a crowded area of Ghazni city was the
latest in a wave of near-daily attacks by the Taleban,
who now hold sway over about half of Afghanistan
and continue to intensify attacks on Afghan forces
despite increased U.S. efforts towards a peace agree-
ment to end the 18-year war.

Intra-Afghan summit in Qatar
The Taleban, who have repeatedly refused to nego-

tiate with the Western-backed government of Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani, agreed to join the intra-
Afghan summit on the condition that those there
would attend in a personal capacity. About 60 high-
profile Afghan figures and activists were in Doha to
meet the Taleban officials during the two-day confer-
ence, a meeting arranged by German and Qatari offi-
cials with the support of US negotiators.

Ghani condemned the Taleban bombing in Ghazni
yesterday, and questioned their real intent as they
hold talks in Qatar. “They stain their hands with the
blood of innocent people in Afghanistan every day.
They should know that it is not possible to gain privi-
leges in peace talks by targeting civilians, especially
children,” he said in a statement. The intra-Afghan

talks follow the start of a seventh round of peace talks
between US and Taleban negotiators in Doha last
week, which Khali lzad described on Twitter on
Saturday as the most productive session to date. The
US-Taleban talks were put on hold while the intra-
Afghan dialogue takes place.

He said substantive progress had been made on all
four parts of a peace deal: counter-terrorism assur-
ances, troop withdrawal, participation in intra-Afghan
negotiations, and a permanent and comprehensive
ceasefire. Military conflict and attacks on civilians
have intensified even as the diplomatic process gains
momentum, triggering tremendous unease among
some Afghans about the significance of holding peace
talks with the Taleban.

Government officials in the southern provinces of
Logar and Helmand said the Afghan forces had con-
ducted several air strikes on Taleban hideouts in the
last 36 hours, killing over 30 insurgents. The Taleban
took responsibility for detonating a car bomb at the
start of a lengthy gun fight outside a defense ministry
compound in the capital, Kabul, last week. Six people
were killed and more than 100 civilians, including 60
children, were wounded in that attack.

In western Ghor province, a landmine explosion
killed seven children and wounded one on Saturday,
officials said. The blast occurred when children

stepped accidentally walked over a landmine. The
insurgents often place landmines to target Afghan
security forces, but the lethal weapons also inflict
casualties on civilians. According to the United
Nations, 3,804 civilians-including more than 900 chil-
dren-were killed in Afghanistan in 2018, with another
7,000 wounded. It was the deadliest year to date for
civilians in Afghanistan’s conflict. —Reuters

Heatwave adds
to the woes 
of migrants 
stranded in Bosnia
BIHAC: Stranded in Bosnia, thousands of
migrants face yet one more hurdle on their
journey towards the European Union: the
scorching summer heat in the Balkans.
Under a leaden sky, Saleh Alhasan and
his friends hurry to reach the shade of
the woods after failing yet again to cross
the border to Croatia, the last barrier on
the  long  and  to r tuous  road  i n to  the
European Union.

“I tried more than 15 times... It has been
10 months that I try to pass. And I do not
want to give up. I just want to see my son”
born in Sweden, says the 33-year old Syrian
architect. “I only saw him in a photo.” His
wife was among hundreds of thousands of
migrants and refugees who took the so-
called Balkans route in 2015, before the EU
borders closed for them.

On a dusty road, Saleh and his compan-

ions pass by red signs hanging on trees,
warning that the field is mined: a legacy of
the country’s brutal 1992-1995 war. They
stop at a stream to refresh themselves,
exhausted after walking in temperatures
exceeding 35 Celsius degrees.

The men no longer know where to rest.
In Bihac and Vel ika Kladusa near the
Croatian border, reception centers with a
capacity for 3,500 run by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) are full.
Saleh and his fr iends l ive in unhealthy
squats. He wants to return to Sarajevo
where, he says, “there are more options” for
a fresh attempt to cross the border.

Tensions with locals
The flow of newcomers slowed during

winter but has now resumed and “a hundred
migrants arrive daily in the canton” of Bihac,
says regional  pol ice spokesman Ale
Siljdedic. “But recently far fewer people
succeed in crossing the border. Croatia has
considerably reinforced its police pres-
ence,” he adds. According to Bosnia’s secu-
rity minister, more than 34,000 migrants
from Asia and Africa have illegally entered
the country since the beginning of 2018,
11,000 of them this year alone.

Some 8,000 are currently in Bosnia,
according to European Commission esti-
mates. This has caused tensions both among

migrants of different nationalities and with
locals, who are also poor. Recently, hun-
dreds of migrants occupied public spaces in
the town of Bihac, which is home to some
65,000 people. With the help of the local
Red Cross, the authorities in June set up a
camp in Vucjak, an uninhabited zone a
dozen ki lometers from the border, to
accommodate migrants who have not found
a place in IOM centers. But according to the
United Nations, the zone around this camp
is also “very close” to minefields.

The jungle
The EU finances the IOM centers, but it

has refused to provide funds for the Vucjak
camp because “it is not a suitable location
and presents a clear danger” for those stay-
ing there. Bihac mayor Suhret Fazlic says
the problem is the facility is too close to the
border. Nicolas Bizel, head of operations at
the EU delegation in Bosnia told AFP that
this was not the main issue. His concern was
that it was too close to unexploded wartime
mines and that there was also a risk of a
methane explosion because the zone used
to be a landfill site.

This camp became know as “The Jungle”
by its occupants-like the one that sprang up
in the northern French port city of Calais,
before being torn down in 2016. Several
hundred young men live there in deplorable

sanitary conditions, sleeping in tents with-
out beds, without medical assistance, show-
ers or toilets.  Several barrels equipped with
faucets provide minimal hygiene facilities.
“It is too hot. We could not rest in the

tents,” said Suleman Ashraf, a 29-year-old
Pakistani trying to get to Spain to join his
brother. The food that arrives twice a day is
everything we have here. Some water as
well and we survive with that.” —AFP

BIHAC: A migrant drinks water from a fountain, at camp the ‘Vucjak’ migrants and refugees camp, on
the outskirts of the city of Bihac, in Northern Bosnia. —AFP

GHAZNI: A dead dog lays on the ground as Afghan security per-
sonnel arrive at the site of a car bomb attack that targeted an
intelligence unit in Ghazni. —AFP


