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Assembly rain panel insists probe exhaustive, denies shielding anyone 
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By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed security sources said the
interior ministry’s residency affairs department has
given the manpower authority the green light to
immediately transfer expats’ dependent residencies
to work visas without checking with it. The sources
explained that the new decision will help accelerate
procedures by allowing transfers from article 22 to
article 18 for expats reaching the age of 21, which
will save the time that used to be wasted to com-
plete the procedure. 

Interior ministry
eases dependent
visa transfers 

Anti-graft body refers official to 
prosecution on bribery charges 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha)
referred yesterday an official - without disclosing his
name, position, or the entity he worked for - to the
public prosecution on the charge of accepting a bribe.
Nazaha spokesman and assistant secretary Mohammad
Bouzber said in a press release that this case is consid-
ered the first of its kind. 

The authority said in a statement that it had received
a complaint backed by documents against the official
and conducted its own investigation, including interro-
gating the official. The statement said the official failed
to justify the larger-than-usual funds that were
deposited into his bank accounts and also failed to jus-
tify overspending in his government department.
Nazaha affirmed that it will continue its work on fight-
ing corruption by following leads and investigating sus-
picious and illicit acts. 

Meanwhile, the head of the National Assembly
committee to investigate damage from last year’s
heavy rains MP Adel Al-Damkhi yesterday defended
the probe’s report, saying it is complete and includes
full details. Damkhi’s comments were made after the
report was criticized as lacking important information

that could be used to indict some companies and
their owners.

MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl said yesterday that the report
does not include important information provided by the
Audit Bureau, which directly accused some companies
by name. But Damkhi insisted that the report is not
brief, did not ignore any facts and has held a number of
senior officials responsible for the massive damage that
impacted several residential areas in November.

The committee was formed by the Assembly after
heavy torrential rains lashed several residential areas,
especially Sabah Al-Ahmad, causing heavy damage and
losses to property. 

Continued on Page 24

MUSCAT: Oman’s top diplomat met yesterday with
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad in Damascus, Muscat
said, in the Gulf official’s second visit to the war-
wracked country since conflict broke out in 2011. Assad
met with Oman’s state minister for foreign affairs Yusuf
bin Alawi bin Abdullah to discuss bilateral relations and
regional security, the sultanate’s foreign ministry said in
a statement. It added that Abdullah also met with his
Syrian counterpart, Walid Muallem.

Oman is one of the few Arab states to have main-
tained ties with Damascus over the past eight years.
Syria was suspended from the Arab League in 2011 for
its deadly crackdown on an uprising against Assad’s

rule, and fellow Arab countries, including Gulf power-
house Saudi Arabia, have supported the opposition. 

Oman’s Sultan Qaboos adheres to a strict policy of
non-interference in regional affairs, 

Continued on Page 24

Oman diplomat 
meets Assad in 
rare Syria visit 

DAMASCUS: Omani Foreign Minister Yousuf bin Alawi
bin Abdullah meets Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad
yesterday.— AFP 

CAIRO: After his tale of redemption with Liverpool this
season, Mohamed Salah was instead left in disbelief
once more as Egypt crashed out of their own Africa
Cup of Nations, an exit that triggered an immediate
clear-out within the country’s football association.
While Salah helped lead his club to a sixth European
Cup triumph in June, a year on from an injury forcing
him out of the final, he was powerless to stop the
Pharaohs suffering humiliation on the international
stage for the second time in 12 months.

The forward arrived here full of promise - his mood
and fitness in sharp contrast to this time last June 

Continued on Page 24

Fallout runs deep 
as Salah, Egypt flop 
at Cup of Nations 

CAIRO: Egypt’s forward Mohamed Salah reacts during
the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations round of 16 match
between Egypt and South Africa at Cairo International
Stadium on Saturday. — AFP (See Page 27)

USA beat Netherlands to retain World Cup

LYON: USA’s players celebrate with the trophy after the France 2019 Women’s World Cup football final match
between USA and the Netherlands yesterday at the Lyon Stadium. — AFP (See Page 28)

KUWAIT: Judges at the justice ministry’s verdict execu-
tion department rejected pleas by local companies to
summon or impose travel bans on Kuwaitis indebted to
them with small amounts ranging between KD 100 and
200, which had been causing them embarrassment at
the airport for years. A well-informed source said the
cancellation has been in effect for two weeks now, as
judges believe that Kuwaitis will not flee the country to
avoid paying such small amounts. 

The sources added that local companies’ represen-
tatives met the department inquiring about rejecting
their travel ban requests and were told that the rejec-
tion was made on purely legal grounds, taking into con-
sideration that travel bans and summon warrants are
restrictive and exceptional measures that should not be
overused to avoid violating individual freedoms without
due cause. —Al-Qabas

No travel ban 
for minor debts


