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LONDON: Frank Lampard has accepted the chal-
lenge of taking over Chelsea just one year into his
managerial career as the return of the club’s record
goalscorer to Stamford Bridge was confirmed yes-
terday. Chelsea’s latest managerial search following
Maurizio Sarri’s move to Juventus has seen a
change of tack, with sentiment backed over a stellar
coaching CV.

In response to Sarri’s sour relationship with
the Chelsea support, Roman Abramovich has
turned to a fans’ favorite to ease the Londoners
through what could be a difficult season of tran-
sition. That decision is a risky one for both. Lam-
pard lacks experience and could see his
burgeoning reputation as a coach burned at a
club where no manager has lasted long under
Abramovich. However, his appointment hints at a
change of approach by the Blues.

Lampard’s one campaign at Derby led the Rams
to the brink of a return to the Premier League, only
to fall short in the Championship play-off final
against Aston Villa. But his season in England’s sec-
ond tier showed a willingness and ability to develop
young players, including some of Chelsea’s acad-
emy products, that made him a perfect fit for the
current state of affairs at Stamford Bridge.

Midfield goal machine 
As a player, Lampard joined Chelsea just before

the wave of Abramovich investment swept the club
into its most successful era. He scored an incredible
211 goals from midfield and won three Premier
League titles, the Champions League and Europa

League among a 13-trophy haul. Yet Chelsea are
no longer the Premier League’s big spenders.

Abramovich’s interest has wained since his UK
visa was not renewed last year and even the riches
of a Russian billionaire have been overtaken by
Abu Dhabi’s backing of Manchester City. Indeed,
it is unlikely Chelsea will be able to spend anything
on new recruits this summer as they serve a two-
window transfer ban. And their best player of re-
cent times has also gone after Eden Hazard
completed a 100-million euro ($114 million) move
to Real Madrid.

The transfer ban, coupled with the loss of Haz-
ard, should temper expectations and presents an
opportunity for the kind of culture change the
club’s hierarchy have wanted for some time. John
Terry, who made his debut in 1998, remains the last
Chelsea academy graduate to become a first team
regular. Lampard used his Chelsea contacts to take
Fikayo Tomori and Mason Mount on loan at Derby
last season where both excelled.

Other returning loanees such as Tammy Abra-
ham and Reece James are also expected to get
their chance as Chelsea plug the gaps in their
squad. “The transfer ban is probably not what the
club wanted but for us it is exciting,” said Abraham
when playing for England at the recent European
under-21 championship. “There will never be a bet-
ter time to play the youngsters. This year is the
most important year for us. It is now or never.”

Should Chelsea’s youth finally be given a
chance, 19-year-old England international Callum
Hudson-Odoi might also be more likely to extend

his contract beyond 2020, despite interest from
Bayern Munich. Lampard’s assistant, Jody Morris,
also has extensive knowledge of the Chelsea
youth system, having been a key figure at the
club’s academy prior to joining Lampard at Derby
last summer.

Petr Cech, another familiar face of Chelsea’s rise

under Abramovich, has been appointed the new
technical and performance advisor. Chelsea de-
scribed one of the former goalkeeper’s primary
tasks as to “facilitate strong links between our
men’s and academy teams.” However, the history
of Abramovich’s time in charge suggests patience
is not one of his virtues.—AFP

Lampard makes a sentimental 
return as Chelsea change tack

LONDON: Chelsea’s newly appointed English head coach Frank Lampard holds a football shirt as he poses for a
photograph during his unveiling press conference at Stamford Bridge. —AFP

Man City sign
Spain international
Rodri for club
record fee
LONDON: Premier League champions Manchester
City yesterday announced the signing of Spanish in-
ternational midfielder Rodri on a five-year deal from
Atletico Madrid for a club record fee. Rodri, 23, of-
ficially became a City player a day after the La Liga
club revealed the 70-million-euro (£63 million) re-
lease clause in his contract had been triggered.

“Manchester City are delighted to announce the
signing of Spanish midfielder Rodri,” said a state-
ment on the club’s website. The value of the release
clause eclipses the reported £60 million City paid
Leicester for Algeria international Riyad Mahrez last
year. Rodri said: “What City have achieved in the last
two years has been amazing and I’m looking forward
to being part of such a talented squad.

“It’s not just the titles they have won, but the way
they have managed it, playing attacking football at
all times. It’s a style that excites me, as do the club’s
ambitions.” Rodri’s departure will secure a consid-
erable profit for Atletico, who spent around 20 mil-
lion euros last summer to re-sign the Spaniard from
Villarreal afer releasing him from their youth ranks.

He made 47 appearances for Atletico, scoring
three goals, as Diego Simeone’s men finished above
Real Madrid in second in La Liga and won the UEFA

Super Cup. In the Spaniard, City have finally landed
their long-term replacement for the influential Fer-
nandinho. The Brazilian has been a key member of
the squad that has won back-to-back Premier
League titles under Pep Guardiola.

However, he is now 34 and struggled with injuries
towards the end of last season. Rodri’s composed
style on the ball at the base of the midfield has
earned comparisons to Barcelona and Spain mid-
fielder Sergio Busquets, who was handed his debut
at the Catalan giants by Guardiola. “Rodri has
proven himself to be a hugely talented, young mid-
fielder, who has all the attributes we are looking for,”
said City’s director of football Txiki Begiristain.

“He works hard defensively, makes himself avail-
able to receive the ball and uses it well when in pos-
session. “He is a perfect fit for Pep Guardiola’s team
and we are confident he will be a success.” Rodri is
City’s second signing in two days after activating a
buy-back clause of £5.3 million to re-sign Spanish
left-back Angelino from PSV Eindhoven.

In other news, Leicester yesterday completed
the signing of Ayoze Perez from fellow Premier
League side Newcastle for a reported fee of £30
million ($38 million). The Spanish forward has
signed a four-year contract at the King Power Sta-
dium to become Brendan Rodgers’ second summer
capture. Rodgers had been looking for a versatile
forward and the Foxes reportedly triggered Perez’s
release clause. “I’m very happy and very pleased.
I’m very proud to be part of the Leicester family and
I can’t wait to get started,” Perez told LCFC TV.
“The club want to keep growing as much as they
can and that’s something I like. I spoke with the
manager and that was important. —AFP

Atletico Madrid 
sign 19-year-old 
Joao Felix for 
126 million euros
MADRID: Atletico Madrid on Wednesday
signed 19-year-old Portuguese striker Joao
Felix from Benfica for 126 million euros ($142
million), the clubs announced. The fee is a
record for a Portuguese club and for Atletico
Madrid and makes the teenager one of the
five most expensive players in history.
Atletico tweeted a video of the player in the
Prado gallery in Madrid contemplating
paintings by old masters, with the phrase,
“enormous talent”, before he turned and
smiled at the camera with the caption: “Wel-
come Joao Felix, pure talent.”

Felix has reportedly signed a seven-year
contract. He is a potential replacement for
Antoine Griezmann who scored 133 goals in
five seasons at the club. Atletico have al-
ready said the French striker is leaving. He is
expected to join Barcelona when his release
clause, which dropped to 120 million euros
on Monday, is activated. The Felix signing
came on a busy day for Atletico. Earlier on
Wednesday, the club confirmed the signing
of Mexican midfielder Hector Herrera from
Porto while another midfielder, Rodrigo Her-

nandez, left Madrid for Manchester City for
70 million euros.

Atletico had already bolstered their mid-
field with the addition of the 24-year-old
Marcos Llorente, bought for 45 million euros
from Real Madrid. Felix, a forward who can
play on either flank or centrally, has enjoyed
a breakthrough season at Benfica, scoring
20 goals in 43 games and helping the club
win the Portugese league title. He also made
his debut for Portugal earlier this month,
starting alongside Cristiano Ronaldo in their
Nations League semi-final win over
Switzerland.

He had been linked with a number of Eu-
rope’s leading clubs including Manchester
City, Manchester United and Juventus.
Atletico coach Diego Simeone said in June
that the Portuguese prodigy was in his
sights. “He’s a young player,” Simeone told
Fox Sports Argentina. “Historically, Atletico
Madrid is a club that buys young players in
order to develop and improve them... Like
Griezmann, who when he arrived was not
what he is today.”

Felix becomes the most expensive Por-
tuguese player in history, breaking the
record of 105 million euros Juventus paid
last summer for Ronaldo. Atletico’s previous
record signing was French midfielder
Thomas Lemar who joined last year from
Monaco for 72 million euros. The world
transfer record is the 222 million euros Paris
Saint-Germain paid Barcelona for Neymar
in 2017.  —AFP


