
CHESTER-LE-STREET: New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson hopes an upcoming break provides his side with a
chance to revive their faltering World Cup campaign. The Black
Caps suffered their third straight defeat of the tournament in a
thumping 119-run loss to England at Chester-le-Street on
Wednesday.

Had they won, it would have been New Zealand and not Eng-
land who were assured of a place in the semi-finals. But they were
rarely in the hunt and New Zealand, who won five of their first six
games in a sequence that included a washout with India, had to
accept another defeat following losses to Pakistan and Australia-
the team that beat them in the 2015 final.

The consolation for Williamson’s men is they are all but certain
of a place in the semi-finals given their huge net run-rate advan-
tage over Pakistan. And Williamson, whose team won’t play again
until next week if they make the last four, believes group form will
count for little now that the tournament is heading into the knock-
out phase. “If we are fortunate to be in a semi-final, then we do
have a little bit of a break,” he said. 

“If you are in a knockout stage where it’s a semi-final oppor-
tunity, anything can happen. “We know that we haven’t put out
our best performance yet and we know when we do it gives us
the best chance of beating anybody, without a doubt. “It is im-

portant for us to perhaps have a couple of days away. We sort of
have a bit of a break now.” New Zealand’s chase against England
saw them lose their top four inside 17 overs with just 69 runs on
the scoreboard.

Damage limitation 
From then on it appeared the Black Caps were involved in

damage limitation, even though they were still bowled out for 186
with five overs to spare. But Williamson was adamant his side had
not been trying to manipulate the run-rate. “We were trying to
win the game, but we didn’t do a very good job of it,” he said. “We
just needed a couple of big partnerships, certainly from the top
order and it wasn’t there.”

New Zealand were hampered before the start when leading
fast bowler Lockie Ferguson, who has taken 17 wickets in seven
games this tournament, was ruled out because of tightness in his
hamstring. But the 28-year-old should be fit in time for Tuesday’s
semi-final at Old Trafford. “He’s been outstanding throughout this
whole tournament and a real point of difference for us,” said
Williamson. “Did we miss him? Yes. But we’d miss him more if we
didn’t have him, hopefully, in another game’s time. “He should be
fine. It’s a fairly minor injury, sort of a light hamstring thing, and
he should be okay.” — AFP 
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LONDON: New Zealand’s captain Kane Williamson attends a press
conference at Lord’s. — AFP 

New Zealand’s Williamson hopes
break sparks World Cup revival

Left is right 
for Cricket 
WC quicks
LONDON: They live in a right-handed
world, historically stigmatized and chal-
lenged by tasks as simple as using scissors
— but when it comes to taking wickets at the
World Cup, being a southpaw seamer is a
distinct advantage. Mitchell Starc leads the
way at the top of the World Cup bowling
charts, with 24 wickets in eight matches so
far and has Pakistan’s Mohammad Amir and
New Zealand paceman Trent Boult for com-
pany in the top six.

Beginning with Australian Gary Gilmour’s
famous rout of England in the semi-final at
the inaugural World Cup in 1975, lefties such
as Wasim Akram, Starc and Boult have con-
founded their opponents again and again at
the World Cup. The secret is in the different
angles that left-armers create, giving bats-
men an extra headache and forcing them to
recalculate.

“I think lefties challenge the batsmen in
their side-on stance and even with a straight
ball, because the angle creates problems, es-
pecially for right-handers,” said Akram,
whose three wickets helped win the 1992 final
for Pakistan against England. Egged on by a
packed crowd in Melbourne, Akram came
from around the wicket to create beguiling
angles that bewildered first Allan Lamb and
then Chris Lewis.

Remembered as “magical deliveries”, they
helped Pakistan beat England to win the
World Cup for the first time. Akram was man-
of-the-match and ended as the tournament’s
leading wicket-taker, with 18 dismissals. Since
then, left-arm bowlers from New Zealand to
Sri Lanka have repeatedly proved their value,

becoming the leading wicket-takers in four of
the six World Cups since. The 2015 World
Cup had a glut of left-armed fast bowlers,
with Starc, Mitchell Johnson and Boult leading
the pack. Pakistan, still buoyed by Akram’s
bowling performance 27 years later, have
benefited more than most from the power of
lefties.

Pakistan left-arm power 
Only about 10 percent of the global popu-

lation are estimated to be left-handed but
Pakistan produce more than their fair share of
top-class left-armers. Many of them have
been inspired by Akram, a fact that delights
the former Pakistan captain, who told AFP:
“Of course it’s pleasing when you hear that
the left-armers follow me.”

Pakistan’s 2019 World Cup squad boasts
Wahab Riaz, highly promising teenager Sha-
heen Shah Afridi and Amir, whose career was
interrupted by a five-year ban for spot-fixing.
Amir, who was selected in the squad despite
a poor run of form, has been a revelation at
the tournament in England and Wales, with 16
wickets so far.

Former India opening batsman Aakash
Chopra said Pakistan’s left-armers gave them
an advantage. “Facing a quality left-arm fast
bowler is a challenge in itself because they
make a straight ball look like it has done
something spectacular due to the angle they
create,” he wrote in a column for cricinfo.com.
But if left-arm bowlers are so common, why
do they still catch batsmen off guard?

Pakistan batting great Javed Miandad be-
lieves the more a batsman faces left-armers,
the easier it becomes but he says they get
more practice against right-armers. “Most
batsmen develop their technique against
right-arm bowlers, throw down and bowling
machines from the same angle, and they neg-
lect the left-arm angles,” he said. A good
batsman should pay attention to the details
and practice from all angles, he added. That
will help to “counter the threat left-armers
pose”. — AFP 

Kuwait to host Asian Men 
Handball Championships
KUWAIT: Kuwait has won its bid to host the 19th Asian Men’s Handball Championships with
its international competitive ban officially lifted, the Kuwait Handball Association revealed on
Wednesday. The decisions were reached at the International Handball Federation (IHF) con-
gress meeting in Gothenburg, Sweden, KHA Secretary Gayed Al-Odwani told KUNA. The bid
had formally been presented to the Asian Handball federation last week.  — KUNA

Buttler’s relief
as England 
prepare for 
WC semi-finals
CHESTER-LE-STREET: England’s Jos
Buttler said he felt a sense of relief as well as
excitement after the tournament hosts
booked their place in the semi-finals of the
World Cup. Back-to-back defeats by Sri
Lanka and reigning champions Australia,
which followed an earlier group-stage loss to
Pakistan, threatened to scupper England’s
bid to win a first World Cup title.

But they responded in style with a 31-run
win over India followed by Wednesday’s 119-
run thrashing of New Zealand in Chester-le-
Street that saw them into the last four from
the 10-team group phase. “It feels great.
We’re excited and have a bit of relief as
well,” said Buttler after England reached
their first World Cup semi-final since 1992.

“It’s obviously been two tough games to fin-
ish to qualify, and we showed great character
to come through with two very good per-
formances.”

England have spent much of the past two
years as the world’s top-ranked side in one-
day internationals and Buttler said: “We are
just very excited to be in a semi-final. From
the start I think it was the minimum require-
ment, the first stage we had to get to.” The
28-year-old England vice-captain added:
“We stood up and played our brand of
cricket under that pressure.

“That breeds a lot of confidence for the
group, that our way is the best way and gives
us a lot of chance of performing. That’s what
we have resorted to in the two must-win
games and shows that we must continue that.”
Since his century against Pakistan a month
ago, Buttler’s batting has gone off the boil but
the wicketkeeper contributed to England’s
win over New Zealand with a brilliant diving
catch to dismiss Martin Guptill. “I’ve been a
bit disappointed not to have contributed as
much as I’d like. I haven’t quite executed or
made the right decision and have found ways
of getting out,” said Buttler. “Luckily I still
have another chance for another innings or
two in the World Cup.” — AFP 


