
WASHINGTON: Tanks in the heart of Wash-
ington, fighter jets screaming overhead, and a
speech from the Lincoln Memorial: President
Donald Trump promised the “show of a lifetime”
yesterday as he turns the Fourth of July into a
personal primetime extravaganza. The com-
mander-in-chief and erstwhile Manhattan show-
man plans to tear up another norm, critics say,
by hijacking traditionally non-partisan Inde-
pendence Day as he seeks re-election.

“Our July 4th Salute to America at the Lincoln
Memorial is looking to be really big. It will be the
show of a lifetime!,” Trump tweeted Wednesday.
“We have the greatest economy anywhere in the
world. We have the greatest military anywhere
in the world. Not bad!” he added. Vice President
Mike Pence also chimed in via Twitter. “The
#SalutetoAmerica at Lincoln Memorial tomor-
row [Thursday] night will be a great show and
an amazing display of our country’s wonderful
military!” he wrote.

Usually, said Rich Hanley, a media and popular
culture expert at Quinnipiac University, July 4
works as a kind of national ceasefire. “It’s a day
when people can set aside their polarized differ-
ences ... and raise the flag without entering into
political discussions,” he said. “Then on the 5th
they go back to normal.” But this year, the famil-
iar script is being given a rewrite.  At around 6:30
pm, Trump will take to the hallowed steps of the
Lincoln Memorial for an unprecedented “Salute
to America” event that will include a televised ad-
dress, military hardware and a giant fireworks
display. The nation’s top military brass will have

a front row seat. The modified Boeing 747 used
as Air Force One will fly over, as will noisy, pow-
erful warplanes expected to include F-35s, and
jets from the Navy’s Blue Angels air show team.

A handful of tanks and Bradley Fighting Ve-
hicles are stationed near the Lincoln Memorial,
although the enormous M1 Abrams tanks are not
expected to roll, as their tracks would likely tear
up city streets. Vice President Mike Pence
tweeted that it will be “a great show and an
amazing display of our country’s wonderful mil-
itary!” The center of attention, however, will not
be the weapons. Or the nearly million dollars’
worth of fireworks that are in the works, a do-
nation from two big manufacturers. Rather, it will
be Trump. “Your favorite President, me!” he
tweeted when announcing the show.

Non-partisan no more    
July 4 is a unique holiday in that it is hyper-

patriotic but free from usual Republican-Demo-
cratic fighting and it is far more civic than
military in nature. Inserting such a high-profile
presidential address into the festivities risks
changing that, given that the polarizing Trump is
supported by just over 40 percent of the country
ahead of his 2020 reelection bid and fervently
opposed by much of the remaining electorate.

Trump’s “ego is so large that he’s holding this
Fourth of July campaign rally in a desperate cry
for attention, and everyone knows it,” Senator
Chuck Schumer wrote on Twitter. Counter-pro-
testers plan to bring their own kind of political
fireworks to the National Mall, the grassy park

running two miles from the Lincoln Memorial to
the Capitol. Leftist organization Code Pink is de-
ploying its “Baby Trump” blimp, a large inflated
doll depicting the president in diapers.

But the National Park Service denied permis-
sion to fill the inflatable with helium, so the de-
piction of a cranky, infantile Trump will stay on
the ground. On Wednesday, one Code Pink ac-
tivist held a sign near an armored vehicle that

read “Tanks But No Tanks,” and #Boycott-
Trumps4thOfJuly was trending on Twitter in the
US. Many are up in arms about what all this is
going to cost. The White House has refused to
say so far. “Instead of addressing something like
veteran homelessness, he’s spending it on boost-
ing his ego with a parade that’s fundamentally
about him,” said Democratic presidential hopeful
Julian Castro. “What a waste of money.” —AFP
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Teachers occupy 
Rio squares offering 
free classes
RIO DE JANEIRO: A firm believer in the idea of “better late
than never,” 86-year-old Edna Pinheiro practices reading
with a tutor in a Rio de Janeiro square-one of hundreds tak-
ing advantage of free outdoor classes. “I’m going to study
while I can because little by little, we lose our sight and we
turn into old ladies who can’t read or do anything,” says Pin-
heiro, who could barely read or write before joining the
Adopt a Student project.

The brainchild of engineer Silverio Moron, Adopt a Stu-
dent has helped nearly 300 people of all ages to brush up
their skills in subjects including math, physics, English and
Brazil’s official language Portuguese since its launch last year.
A former tutor for private school students, the 64-year-old
Moron says he wanted to share his knowledge with those who
could not afford to pay for classes. 

So he placed a sign on a cement table in a public square that
said: “I answer questions on math and physics.” Moron had to
wait several days before he got his first student, but soon
dozens were showing up looking for help. A team of volunteer
teachers now tutors groups of no more than three people at a
time in several neighborhoods.  “I know that we are still a drop
in the ocean,” Moron tells AFP. “That drop in the ocean may
one day become a tsunami of education.”

Getting results    
There is a huge need. Brazil’s woeful school system is

blamed in part for the country’s high rates of violence and un-
employment. More than 11 million people over the age of 15 are
illiterate, according to the national statistics agency. The World
Bank estimates it would take Brazilian 15-year-olds 75 years to
reach the OECD average score in math, and more than 260
years in reading. Moron’s tutorials are making a difference.

When left-handed student Camila Ribeiro, 11, broke her left
arm, her grades plummeted, her mother Marta tells AFP. After
a month of tutoring in Portuguese and math, though, her daugh-
ter has “improved a lot,” she says. For Maria do Jesus Rangel,
77, the tutorials were a chance to get the education she was
denied as a child. “In my era, parents didn’t send their kids to
school,” says Jesus as she finishes up one of her three weekly
literacy classes.

“It was very difficult for those working in the countryside.
The mentality was that a woman should look after the home
and the men work the land. “I have two children who have grad-
uated (from university). Now, it’s my turn,” she adds proudly.
Moron is reluctant to discuss the politics of education and the
recent wave of protests involving students and teachers angry
over the education funding cuts planned by President Jair Bol-
sonaro’s government. 

“The aim of the project has nothing to do with the govern-
ment, nor with the one before it,” Moron says. It is not about
“questioning” public power but “helping” it, he says, though
he acknowledges teachers in the public system should earn
higher salaries.   Moron hopes that Adopt a Student will
spread to public squares across the city. “For that, we need
the support of residents in each neighborhood, for them to
come out of their homes into the squares to share their knowl-
edge,” he says.   — AFP

Mexican police
protest president’s
National Guard plan
MEXICO CITY: Hundreds of federal police blocked roads and
protested in Mexico City Wednesday against President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador’s plan to merge them into his new National
Guard. The leftist leader is launching the new security force in a
bid to fight violent crime fueled by drug trafficking and also curb
chronic corruption in the police. But officers accused the govern-
ment of planning to cut their pay, and said the president was vio-
lating the constitution by putting them under military command.

A huge crowd of angry police gathered outside the capital
city’s command center in a pre-dawn protest that lasted well into
the day. At one point, officers blocked two key roads and briefly
seized a toll plaza at the edge of the city. They vowed to continue
the protest Thursday with a nationwide strike. Lopez Obrador
wrote on Twitter that the police are engaging in “mutiny,” but it
is not justified because “no police officer is being fired.”

He said that the unease is because some federal police will be
unable to join the National Guard since “they do not have accept-
able behavior” or have health problems, although he said that they
will be given other jobs. At a news conference, Security Minister
Alfonso Durazo assured the police that “absolutely none of your
rights will be violated,” and that pay, benefits, seniority and rank
would be respected under the National Guard. None of this con-
vinced the protesters. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Members of the US Army finish parking an M1 Abrams tank in front of the Lincoln Me-
morial ahead of the Fourth of July ‘Salute to America’ celebration in Washington, DC. — AFP

Trump, producer-president, 
makes July 4th his own show
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