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MADRID: A supertanker suspected of carrying
crude oil to Syria in violation of EU sanctions
was detained in Gibraltar yesterday, the British
territory’s Chief Minister Fabian Picardo said.
Authorities did not say where the oil came from
but specialized shipping trade publication
Lloyd’s List said the Panamanian-flagged tanker
was thought to be transporting crude from Iran.

If confirmed, this would come at a sensitive
time as the European Union mulls how to re-
spond to Iran announcing it will breach the max-
imum uranium enrichment level it agreed in a
landmark 2015 nuclear deal. The 330 meter
Grace 1 vessel was halted in the early hours of
yesterday by police and customs agencies in
Gibraltar, a small rocky outcrop on Spain’s
southern tip. They were aided by a detachment
of British Royal Marines.

The ship was detained 2.5 miles south of
Gibraltar in what it considers British waters, al-
though Spain, which lays claim to the territory,
says they are Spanish. It was boarded when it
slowed down in a designated area used by ship-
ping agencies to ferry goods to vessels. “We
have reason to believe that the ‘Grace 1’ was car-
rying its shipment of crude oil to the Banyas Re-
finery in Syria,” Picardo said in a statement.
“That refinery is the property of an entity that is
subject to European Union sanctions against
Syria.” “We have detained the vessel and its
cargo,” Picardo said.

EU notified 
European Union sanctions against war-torn

Syria have been in force since late 2011. The 28-
member bloc has imposed sanctions on 277 Syr-
ian officials including government ministers over
their role in the “violent repression” of civilians.
It has frozen the assets of some 72 entities and
introduced an embargo on Syrian oil, investment
restrictions and a freeze on Syrian central bank
assets within the European Union. Picardo said
he had “written this morning to the Presidents of
the European Commission and Council, setting
out the details of the sanctions which we have
enforced”.

In a statement, Britain’s foreign office said
“we welcome this firm action by the Gibraltarian
authorities, acting to enforce the EU Syria Sanc-
tions regime”. According to Lloyds List, which
analyzed vessel-tracking data, the 1997-built
ship is the first tanker laden with Iranian oil to
head for Europe since late 2018. It reported that
the ship loaded oil off Iran in April and sailed
around the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa.

The tanker detention comes just days after
Iran announced it would exceed the uranium en-
richment limit set up as part of the 2015 deal to
avoid it building up to the level required for a nu-
clear warhead. Iran did this in response to Wash-
ington abandoning the nuclear deal last year and
hitting Iran’s crucial oil exports and financial
transactions with biting sanctions. —AFP
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SPAIN: A picture taken from La Linea de la Concepcion in southern Spain shows supertanker Grace 1 suspected
of carrying crude oil to Syria in violation of EU sanctions after it was detained in Gibraltar. —AFP

Kremlin says 
details of sub 
fire ‘state secret’
MOSCOW:  The Kremlin on Wednesday refused
to reveal the full story of a fire that killed 14 offi-
cers on what was reportedly a nuclear-powered
mini-submarine, saying the details of the tragedy
were a “state secret.” But apparently under pres-
sure from critics, the defense ministry published
the names and photographs of the victims who it
said had saved “their comrades and the deep-sea
submersible” at the cost of their lives.

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said there
were survivors of the accident, without specify-
ing numbers. The seamen died on Monday due
to smoke inhalation, the defense ministry said,
following the fire on a submersible in the Barents
Sea in Russia’s territorial waters, but the acci-
dent was only made public on Tuesday. Two
days after the tragedy the defence ministry de-
scribed the victims as “true patriots” and top
professionals, adding they repeatedly took part
in expeditions to study the Arctic and plunged
to “maximum depths.”

Russia has been involved in the battle for the
Arctic, staking a claim for the Arctic Ocean and

its riches. The tragedy has echoes of the sinking
of the Kursk submarine in 2000, also in the Bar-
ents Sea, that claimed 118 lives and shook the first
year of Vladimir Putin’s presidency. Officials have
released little information, saying the crew was
studying the sea floor in the interests of the navy.
But Russian media reported the ship was a top-
secret nuclear-powered mini-submarine.

Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov explained
the secrecy surrounding the tragedy by saying
the information was a “state secret.” Putin did not
go to a military base in the northern city of
Severomorsk where the vessel is now, dispatching
Shoigu instead. The Kremlin also did not declare
a nationwide day of mourning.

Complicated task
Igor Kurdin, a former commander of a nuclear

submarine, said authorities have managed to ex-
tract only four bodies from the vessel which was
full of water. “It’s a complicated task,” Kurdin told
Echo of Moscow radio. “When and most impor-
tantly in what state the rest of the bodies will be
taken out is unclear so far.” Independent news-
paper Novaya Gazeta said the accident took
place on an AS-12 nuclear mini-submarine.

Little is known about it and no official photo-
graphs of the vessel are available. Conceived in
the Soviet era and launched in 2003, the AS-12
is apparently carried by a “mother” submarine
and is designated for research and special mili-
tary operations. —AFP

Philippine senator 
draws flak over 
toddler’s death 
comments
TRECE MARTIRES, Philippines:A Philippine senator
who initially led President Rodrigo Duterte’s deadly
drug war sparked outrage yesterday when he dis-
missed the killing of a toddler in a police anti-nar-
cotics operation with an expletive and as collateral
damage. Ex-Philippine police chief Ronald Dela Rosa,
who won a senate seat in May, made the comments
as police burned 1.4 tons of seized narcotics while
warning the nation still faced a flood of illegal drugs.

Authorities said a three-year-old girl was killed
Sunday in a sting operation outside Manila. Her father,
a drug suspect, as well as an undercover police officer
were also shot dead. “Of course you need to secure
everything-no collateral damage. But if you infiltrate,
it’s not really possible,” Dela Rosa told a news con-
ference, dismissing allegations by the dead girl’s fam-
ily that the father had been unarmed. “No one wants
that to happen, but shit happens. During operations
shit happens,” Dela Rosa added.

Dela Rosa was police chief in the first 21 months
of Duterte’s presidency. The crackdown has officially
killed over 5,300 alleged users and dealers-a number
rights groups say could be three times higher. Cam-
paigners say the drug war killings could amount to
crimes against humanity. Although the Philippines has

pulled out of the International Criminal Court, the war
crimes body is pushing ahead with a preliminary ex-
amination of the crackdown.

Watchdog group Human Rights Watch con-
demned Dela Rosa’s comments.”It is unfortunate
that... Dela Rosa, the first chief enforcer of Duterte’s
‘drug war’ that has killed thousands, would display
such uncaring, even contemptuous attitude to (the
victim) and, by extension, the dozens of other chil-
dren killed in the brutal campaign,” it said. The Com-
mission on Human Rights, an independent
government agency, said Friday it will investigate the
shooting.

“Minors caught in the crossfire of the govern-
ment’s initiative in combating illegal drugs in the
country are simply not collateral damages. They are
victims. Their hopes and dreams fall short once bul-
lets enter their bodies, the commission added.
Duterte had suspended the drug war twice in the
past two years as the government investigated al-
leged abuses by drug police, but later allowed them
to continue without significant reforms.

Three low-level police officers were found guilty
last year of the 2017 murder of a Manila teenager
who they said they mistook for a drug suspect. Police
said they are now targeting higher-level traffickers.
“We have shifted to supply reduction because the
flood of illegal drugs continues despite our intensi-
fied campaign... on the street level,” national police
spokesman Bernard Banac told reporters as he
watched the incineration of about a fifth of the drugs
seized since the Duterte crackdown. Cellophane-
wrapped bricks of cocaine and methamphetamine
were packed into a massive incinerator in Trece Mar-
tires City under armed guard in a carefully staged
event before TV cameras.—AFP


