
KHARTOUM: Talks between Sudan’s ruling generals and protest
leaders, held after weeks of standoff following a deadly crack-
down on protesters, enter a second day yesterday with the key
issue of forming a new governing body still unresolved. Sudan has
been rocked by a political crisis since the army ousted longtime
ruler Omar al-Bashir in April on the back of widespread protests,
with the ruling generals resisting demonstrators’ demands to hand
power to a civilian administration.

The generals had previously agreed over a broad civilian
structure, but talks between the two sides collapsed in May fol-
lowing a disagreement over who should lead an overall new gov-
erning body-a civilian or a soldier. Tensions further surged
between the generals and protest leaders after a deadly pre-dawn
raid on a longstanding protest camp in Khartoum on June 3 killed
dozens of demonstrators and wounded hundreds.

Talks finally resumed Wednesday after intense mediation by
Ethiopian and African Union envoys, who have proposed a draft
proposal to break the deadlock. “Today, the discussion will be
about who heads the sovereign council,” a prominent protest
leader who is part of the talks, Ahmed al-Rabie, told AFP, refer-
ring to the governing body. He said the ruling military council
that took power after Bashir’s ouster insists the head of the new
governing body be from the army. “We believe that symbolically
the head of the state must be a civilian,” Rabie said. For weeks
this issue has rocked Sudan, extending the political crisis trig-
gered since the fall of Bashir.

Darfur rebels release    
The joint Ethiopian and African Union blueprint calls for a

civilian-majority ruling body. On Wednesday, the first day of the
latest round of talks, the two sides did not discuss the crucial
issue of the governing body. “The parties conducted responsible
negotiations and agreed on some issues,” African Union media-
tor Mohamed El Hacen Lebatt told reporters overnight after
long hours of talks held at a luxury hotel in the capital. “There’s
a decision taken to release all political detainees.”

About 235 fighters from a faction of a Darfur rebel group that
is part of the protest movement are expected to be released later
yesterday. Protest leaders have exerted pressure on the generals

since the June 3 raid on the mass sit-in outside army headquar-
ters. The raid was carried out by men in military fatigues. The
ruling military council insists it did not order the violent disper-
sal of the sit-in.

At least 136 people have been killed across the country since
the raid, including more than 100 on June 3, according to doctors
close to the umbrella protest movement, the Alliance for Free-
dom and Change. The health ministry says 78 people have been
killed nationwide over the same period. On Sunday, protest lead-
ers managed to mobilize tens of thousands of supporters in the
first mass protest against the generals since the raid.

The mass rally had been seen as a test for the protest leaders’
ability to mobilize crowds after the generals imposed a wide-
spread internet blackout and deployed security forces in the
capital’s key squares and districts, its twin city Omdurman and
other towns and villages. Protest leaders have further upped the
pressure on the generals by calling for a similar mass protest on
July 13, to be followed by a nationwide civil disobedience cam-
paign a day later. The campaign, if observed, would be the sec-
ond such agitation since the June 3 raid. The first, held between
June 9 and 11, paralyzed the country, hitting an already dilapi-
dated economy hard. —AFP
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Emirates to resume 
Khartoum flights
DUBAI: The Middle East’s largest carrier, Emirates Airline, said yester-
day it has decided to resume flights to Sudan from July 8 after a one-
month suspension in the face of deadly unrest. “After closely monitoring
the situation in Sudan and conducting an exhaustive review of all oper-
ational factors, we have decided to resume our services to Khartoum,”
Emirates said in a statement. The carrier suspended its services to Sudan
in early June along with fellow UAE carriers Etihad and Flydubai.

Emirates will run one daily flight to Sudan, which has witnessed spo-
radic deadly violence between its ruling generals and a powerful protest
movement. Protest leaders held their first talks with the generals on
Wednesday since security forces bloodily dispersed a long-running sit-
in outside army headquarters on June 3. 

More than 100 people were killed in that action, according to doc-
tors close to the umbrella protest movement, the Alliance for Freedom
and Change. The health ministry says 78 people were killed nationwide
on that day. The resumed talks are focused on the makeup and leader-
ship of a new governing body to replace the current transitional military
council. A civilian-led ruling body is the central demand of the protest
movement. — AFP

Iraq detaining 
thousands in 
‘degrading’ conditions 
BAGHDAD: Human Rights Watch slammed Iraq’s prison
authorities yesterday for detaining several thousand men,
women and children in overcrowded and “degrading”
conditions that amount to ill treatment. The rights group
said it had acquired photographs from Tal Keif prison in
Nineveh province that suggested it, along with the nearby
Faisaliyah and Tasfirat facility, did not fit basic interna-
tional standards.

One photograph depicted dozens of teenage boys
packed into a juvenile detention centre, some in fetal po-
sitions.  The floor was not visible amid the sea of limbs.
Another showed a room full of women and gaunt toddlers,
with clothes and plastic houseware goods hung from the
walls. “Two years ago, we documented deaths in custody
simply because of overcrowding,” said HRW Iraq re-
searcher Belkis Wille. “To see these kinds of conditions
persist means the prison population is still under threat.
It’s incredibly frustrating,” she told AFP. 

According to HRW, Tal Keif, Faisaliyah and Tasfirat
were holding about 4,500 people, mostly on terrorism
charges, nearly double their combined capacity of 2,500.
Nearly a third of detainees had already been convicted
and should have been transferred from the three northern
prisons to Baghdad, some as long as six months ago. Legal
advocates have no access to their clients, partly because
the prisons have no space for meetings, according to a
leading Iraqi specialist who visited the prisons and pro-
vided HRW with the photographs.

Iraq declared victory over the Islamic State group in
late 2017 but has continued to carry out arrests of sus-
pected IS members, including in Nineveh province and
its capital Mosul, once IS’s main Iraqi bastion. The gov-
ernment does not provide figures on detention centers
or prisoners, but some studies estimate 20,000 are being
held for alleged IS links.

The prison system has long been fiercely criticized for
its abysmal conditions, with security forces accused of
torturing prisoners to extract confessions. Such abuse
could lead to the radicalization of vulnerable prisoners,
analysts have warned. “The authorities should ensure
that the conditions in Iraq’s prisons do not foster more
grievances in the future,” said HRW’s acting regional di-
rector Lama Fakih. HRW urged Iraq to improve condi-
tions to meet international standards and guarantee due
process for detainees. — AFP

KHARTOUM: Members of the Sudanese Military Council and the movement the Alliance for Freedom and Change meet at the Corinthia
Hotel in the capital Khartoum. — AFP
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