
L o c a l Friday, July 5, 2019

Friday8

Kuwait offers $500,000 
to fight AIDS, TB, malaria

Kuwait’s public 
health services date
back to early 1930s 
KUWAIT: Healthcare services began in Kuwait in the early
30s, prior to formation of a proto-health ministry in 1936, fol-
lowed by opening the first “public clinic” in 1939. The clinic
was originally a pharmacy called “Wanis”, owned by Moham-
mad Boodai and was later bought by the government and
turned into a health center.

The pharmacy’s name referred to the pharmacist who
worked there, said Dr Khaled Al-Jarallah in his book “The His-
tory of Healthcare Services in Kuwait, From Establishment until
Independence.” The government then moved the clinic to Is-
mail Maarafi’s diwan as the first one was too small. 

The new place had an examination room for women and
another one for men, a pharmacy, a plaster room and a
drug storage room, said Jarallah. The clinic included doc-
tors and workers from different nationalities including
Kuwaitis and Syrians.

Later in 1944, a women’s only clinic was opened due to
the need for expansion in the healthcare field, while the first
clinic became a men’s only clinic. He added that “Beit Kha-
laf” was also opened as the first maternity clinic in the
country. — KUNA 

KOC staunch 
advocate of 
environment
KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) CEO Imad Al-Sultan
yesterday affirmed the company unwavering commitment to
preserving Kuwait’s environment and the population’s safety.
Speaking at a forum on rehabilitating the Kuwaiti environ-
ment, he indicated at the approach of cooperating with all
concerned authorities and individuals to bolster collective
action at this level. Muthanna Al-Mumen, in charge of the
KOC team tasked with soil treatment, affirmed that the forum
aimed at shedding light on achievements and future plans to
tackle the local environment.

The KOC, in 2012, launched programs at the oil fields to
tackle environmental pollution, as part of the efforts to
cleanse the land, contaminated as a result of the 1990-1991
Iraqi occupation, Mumen added. Kuwait has exerted efforts
at various levels to clear the land of polluting residues result-
ing from oil lakes, formed when Iraqi aggressors set alight a
number of oil installations before retreating from the country
in 1991. The massive pollution had been also seen in the sky,
when it was filled with huge plumes of black smoke that bil-
lowed from the torched sites.

KOC cooperates with the “national coordination center
for tackling damage that resulted from the aggression”. There
have been a number of achievements, such as construction
of dumping sites in the south and north and building a work-
shop in the north, in addition to regular participation in con-
ventions on soil reclamation.

Meanwhile, Nuhail Abdulrazzaq, secretary general of the
program for rehabilitating the Kuwaiti environment, indicated
the “KARB” project aims at treating the damage according
to international standards. The UN special commission on
war compensations had allotted $3 billion to fund environ-
mental projects and restore Kuwaiti wildlife. The Kuwaiti
press archives are rich in pictures of various animals and
birds soaked in oil when large oil pools covered large
swathes of Kuwaiti land. — KUNA 

Tech is important 
for infrastructure 
projects: Roudhan 
KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce, Industry and Minister of State
for Services Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan stressed yesterday the
importance of applying modern technology into state develop-
ment projects, especially in the field of communications and In-
ternet. In a press statement on sidelines of the inauguration of the
new communication center of the residential district of Sabah Al-
Ahmad, Roudhan said that the center, which has 261 employees,

will be able to operate around 30,000 telephone lines using fiber
technology completely free of copper. He added that the opera-
tion of the center fully using fiber optic reflects the interest of the
state in developing communications and information technology
sectors in the country.

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Services Khulood Al-She-
hab said in a similar statement that the center is fully equipped
with all required needs to operate all of it sections. Shehab said
that the ministry has developed a plan to operate the center by
managing its various sections according to special requirements,
in addition to providing transport of staff and employees from
Sabah Al-Ahmad City. She called on citizens wishing to obtain
telephone services to visit the center accompanied by a copy of
the civil ID card, the fiber optic box number and the automated
number of the house. — KUNA 
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Kuwait will spare no effort to support affected countries
GENEVA: Kuwait’s permanent delegate to the UN Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim stressed yesterday Kuwait’s keenness on sup-
porting the objectives of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria, revealing that his nation donated $500,000
for such a noble cause. This came in Ghunaim’s statement yester-
day following his meeting with the fund’s Executive Director Peter
Sands at the headquarters of the fund in Geneva.

Kuwait has provided a voluntary contribution of half a million
dollars to the fund in continuation of Kuwait’s approach to support
humanitarian action in the world, especially since a large part of
the fund’s work is directed towards combating these epidemics in
many developing countries and Islamic countries, Ghunaim said.
Kuwait was a pioneer in financing the operations of the fund im-

mediately after its establishment with a UN resolution in 2001, he
added. Recent reports refers to outbreaks of tuberculosis and
cholera in a number of countries such as Yemen, Somalia or
Afghanistan, which requires urgent intervention to prevent their
spread in the region. He also stressed the need to take into ac-
count the existence of some of these epidemics and infectious dis-
eases in refugee camps and displaced in a number of countries in
the region, which requires a rapid access to a preventive inter-
vention to avoid its spread.

He added that Kuwait will spare no effort to support the affected
countries, stressing that cooperation between Kuwait and the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria will continue to serve
the international humanitarian agenda in the future. — KUNA 

GENEVA: Kuwait’s permanent delegate to the UN Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim presents a cheque to the Executive Director
of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
Peter Sands. — KUNA 


