
By Ben Garcia 

Without a degree and the knowhow and
tools to face challenges, l ife is tough
indeed. Enter vocational or trade schools

offering short courses. In Kuwait, a few trade
schools offer training programs for individuals who
want to stand out amid the sea of people seeking
jobs in the market.

Trade institutions are designed to provide voca-
tional education or technical skills training required
by the job market. Post-secondary education, voca-
tional schools are traditionally distinguished from
four-year colleges by their focus on job-specific
training to students who are typically bound for
one of the skilled trades, rather than providing aca-
demic training for students pursuing careers in a
professional discipline. 

Kuwait Times spoke to Jenny Reyes, the director
in charge of  operat ions at  the International
Institute of Computer Science and Administration
(ICSA Kuwait), located on Fahd Al-Salem Street.
ICSA is a private education provider operating in
Kuwait since 2001. 

“Our students are individuals who are passionate
about self-improvement. Many are adult learners,
but we welcome students as young as 13 of various

nationalities. We aim to empower our learners with
modern essential skills to make them competent
and job ready or to improve their chances of career
growth,” she said. 

Local training courses, however, are facing
growing competition from online workshops and
training as well as pop up workshops. Nowadays
anyone that wants to learn to code can teach
themselves online through a variety of free or very
affordable options. Similarly many other profes-
sional skills including typing, graphic design, com-
puter skills, computer repair, web development and
design, motion graphics, AutoCad and much more
can be learned onl ine. Management courses
offered by globally recognized universities are also
increasingly available online for self starters inter-
ested in growing their professional skil ls and
development. 

Many motivated self learners can even find online
degree programs (though these are not yet recog-
nized in Kuwait) for obtaining bachelor degrees or
other post graduate degrees and diplomas.  

For those seeking local workshops and courses,
there are an increasing number of pop up classes
hosted by local community organizations, business-
es and cafes in animation, media, drawing, graphic
design, claymation, calligraphy, writing and more. 
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Local Spotlight

Summer is the season of fires in Kuwait. Blazes triggered by soaring temperatures as well as improper storage of
flammable materials, accidents, aging wiring or other causes are common during the worst of the summer heat.
Photo shows a member of the Kuwait Fire Services Directorate working to contain a recent place in Ahmadi.

— Photo from archives

PHOTO OF THE DAY
Investing in Kuwait’s

environment

Unfortunately, the issue of the environment is not as
important as it should be for many people in Kuwait,
starting from throwing rubbish on the streets, leaving

trash on the beaches at weekends and not sorting waste. There
is a need to activate projects for a real waste system. This issue
has become intuitive in many countries in the West, yet we
seem not to be interested in it. Why is this so and what do we
need to do?

A recent statement by the director of the public private
partnership authority is an indication of this view. In a state-
ment to the press this week, the director stressed the impor-
tance of the municipal solid waste project in terms of strategic
and environmental aspects, pointing out that the cancellation of
the project has negative repercussions. The cancellation of this
project will weaken investor confidence, damage the investment
climate and disrupt the implementation of development plan
projects in the state. 

I believe that statement is important because it came from an
official who is keen on environmental security in the country,
and the issue can be resolved by reaching a compromise for-
mula among all. Especially since the project is based on land
that does not contain any assets or buildings, which will help in
building the facility, including a plant to incinerate a million
tons of solid waste annually and convert it into energy, along
with landfills to bury the ash.

The project was also supported by feasibility studies by the
World Bank to determine the technical specifications of the
waste incineration plant. It is one of the technologies that is
approved globally for the disposal and treatment of solid waste
to secure residents’ needs for sustainable infrastructure, attract
foreign investment and engage the private sector.

The director-genera l  sa id  the Kuwait  Author i ty  for
Partnership Projects, in cooperation with the Municipality, pre-
sented the project as one of the partnership projects listed in
the medium term development plan for the years 2015-2020.
But the Audit Bureau had reservations towards the project and
decided to reject it for several reasons. All the reasons have
been published in full detail. The official commission responded
to the observations of the Audit Bureau, which insisted on its
position, and the issue was sent to the Council of Ministers.

I believe that such development projects are paramount for
the country and its future, especially as they are aimed at
securing the needs of citizens from sustainable infrastructure,
as well as attracting foreign investment. It is a good opportu-
nity to allow young people and the private sector to benefit
from working with foreign partners and gain experience. Also,
it is an opportunity for skilled expatriates to support projects
with cit izens with the involvement of the private sector,
because it should not keep waiting only for government ten-
ders, but engage in megaprojects to enhance the reputation of
the country.

I think the reasons of the Audit Bureau published in newspa-
pers are logical and reasonable, but the problem can be
resolved by negotiations, especially with regards to the per-
centage of national labor and investor rights, because this is a
development project and an opportunity to protect the envi-
ronment of Kuwait. It is time to see real partnership between
the private and public sectors for the benefit of the country and
the environment.

Professional skill development
in person and online


