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CHESTER-LE-STREET: England and New Zealand head
into their final World Cup group match today, each knowing
that a win would see them into the semi-finals. Even a defeat
would not spell the end of either team’s chances of emerging
as one of the top four from the 10-team round-robin phase.

Were England to lose in Chester-le-Street, Pakistan
could leapfrog them into the top four with victory over
Bangladesh. Given that they play each other in their final
pool match, only one of Bangladesh — who also still have
to face India — or Pakistan can draw level with New
Zealand in the event the Black Caps lose today.

And, with both Asian teams well behind on net run-rate,
it would take a big New Zealand loss allied to a command-
ing Pakistan victory or two Bangladesh wins by big mar-
gins, to deny the 2015 losing finalists a place in the last
four. But right now, England and New Zealand’s World Cup
destiny is in their own hands.

England travel to the northeast buoyed by a 31-run win
over an India side that were previously unbeaten.
Sunday’s success against India, the team that recently
replaced England at the top of the one-day international
rankings, came after back-to-back defeats by Sri Lanka
and reigning champions Australia had led many pundits to
question their tournament nerve and nous. But the pleasing
aspect for England, other than the result, was that the
defeat of India was built on many of the factors that have
been key to their ODI revival since a first-round exit at the
2015 World Cup.

Jonny Bairstow (111) and Jason Roy, who made 66 fol-
lowing his return from a hamstring injury, put on 160 for

the first wicket before the in-form Ben Stokes hit 79, his
third successive fifty, to boost the total to 337-7. England,
bidding to win their first World Cup, then kept things tight
in the field, with Chris Woakes impressive and recalled
paceman Liam Plunkett (3-55) once again taking wickets
through the middle overs.  

A once promising campaign 
“Winning a game like this, under the pressure we were

under, can only stand us in good stead, potentially for the
New Zealand game and hopefully after that,” said Woakes.
“You don’t actually play much knockout cricket, so to put
ourselves in the heat of the battle — obviously we’d rather
have qualified by now — could potentially help us.” By
contrast, New Zealand head into the match following suc-
cessive losses to Pakistan and Australia that have put a
taken the gloss off a promising campaign.

An attack led by left-arm quick Trent Boult, who took a
hat-trick hero against Australia, and featuring the express
pace of Lockie Ferguson is a testing proposition for any
side. New Zealand could now recall another paceman in
Matt Henry at the expense of spinner Ish Sodhi, given the
Riverside is not renowned for turning pitches.

But while several England batsmen have made hundreds
at the World Cup, New Zealand appear dangerously over-
reliant on captain Kane Williamson and fellow senior bats-
man Ross Taylor for runs. Colin Munro was dropped for
the Australia game, while fellow opener Martin Guptill has
managed just 85 runs from six innings since his 73 not out
against Sri Lanka. Wicketkeeper-batsman Tom Latham is

averaging just 8.2 at this tournament. “We’re still in charge
of our destination and where we’re heading, and that’s
always a nice thing to have,” said Craig McMillan, New

Zealand’s batting coach. “Obviously (Guptill and Latham)
are short on runs but we’re excited by the fact that we
haven’t quite clicked as a batting group yet.” — AFP 

England, New Zealand look 
to seize World Cup destiny

Many pundits question their tournament nerve and nous

LONDON: Felix Auger-Aliassime showed up the stum-
bling NextGen flops at Wimbledon on Monday, becoming
the first man born this century to win at the All England
Club but described talk of him as a potential champion as
“crazy”. Stefanos Tsitsipas and Alexander Zverev are
leading the ‘NextGen’ youngsters tipped for the top in
tennis but crashed out of the Wimbledon first round.

However, 18-year-old Canadian Auger-Aliassime kept
them on their toes by creating a little bit of history on his
debut at the Championships. The 19th seed beat compa-
triot Vasek Pospisil 5-7, 6-2, 6-4, 6-3 to register his first
Grand Slam win. “With the level I’m playing now and my
ambitions, I look forward and I look to go even further
than that,” the teenager said.

The 2016 US Open boys’ champion said the bookmak-
ers’ odds on him winning Wimbledon were unrealistic. “It
would be a cool story,” he conceded. “If I can go all the
way, I’ll go all the way. But it’s a bit exaggerated to put me
as maybe a fifth- or sixth-favorite to win the title. That’s a
bit crazy. “I’m already going faster than the majority and
they want me to go even faster which I think is not some-
times realistic.”People have to relax. I’m 18.”

‘I didn’t deliver’ 
Meanwhile Tsitsipas and Zverev said they had plenty

of rethinking to do — and questioned whether they were
made of the same stuff as the giants they are trying to
replace such as Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and Novak
Djokovic. German sixth seed Zverev, 22, long tipped as a
future Grand Slam champion, lost 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 7-5 to
Czech qualifier Jiri Vesely, the world number 124.

Greek seventh seed Tsitsipas was beaten 6-4, 3-6, 6-4,
6-7 (8/10), 6-3 by world number 89 Thomas Fabbiano of
Italy. “People expected things from me. I didn’t deliver,”
said 20-year-old Tsitsipas. “When you get so much sup-
port, so much energy, so much positivity from everyone,
and just ruin everything by yourself, it’s devastating.” As for
the suggestion that things were just all happening too fast,
the Australian Open semi-finalist said that was no excuse.

“Rafa and Roger seemed very mature and professional
in what they were doing, they had consistency from a
young age. They always did well tournament by tourna-
ment without major drops or inconsistency. “Something
that we as the Next Gen players lack, including myself, is
this consistency week by week.” After losing to the low-
est-ranked player ever to beat him at a Grand Slam,
Tsitsipas was asked if he would take some time off.
“Maybe I don’t deserve a break,” he shrugged.

Zverev failed to reach the Wimbledon second round
for the first time ever. “I didn’t lose this match on tennis.
It’s just my confidence is below zero right now,” the 2013
boys’ world champion said. “I get down on myself a
lot.”Everything that happens outside the court affects you.
The last two days, I would say, are very rough for me per-
sonally. I’m not going to get into details.” Now Zverev
wants to sort himself out in time for the US Open at the
end of August. “I have a few months until the US Open. I’ll
figure it out. I’ve always said that the US Open this year is
the tournament that I think I can have my breakthrough at
the Grand Slams,” he recalled. — AFP 

‘Crazy’ to see me as
Wimbledon favorite,
says Auger-Aliassime

Wimbledon’s Centre
Court steam cleaned 
to kill pests
LONDON: Wimbledon’s famous Centre Court has been
steam cleaned to kill off any nasty pests lurking beneath the
surface, head groundsman Neil Stubley said yesterday. The
All England Club first trialled steam sterilising in 2017 and is
now rolling it out around the courts. The technique involves
covering the grass with polytunnels, drilling holes into the
soil and blasting in steam, as the club adapts its practices in
response to climate change and environmental concerns.

“We’re very conscious about pesticide usage now,” said
Stubley. “We’ve started looking at alternatives to managing
weeds, pests and diseases. “We’re looking at steam sterilis-
ing as part of our annual maintenance of the courts. “As
soon as you take that steam away, it’s just cold water.
There’s no residual effect.” The technique has been used for
around a century, particularly in the Dutch glasshouse
growing industry.

“We put loads of holes in the court beforehand and
then we start pumping the steam in. As soon as we hit 70
degrees Celsius (158 degrees Fahrenheit), we know that it’s
killed anything like spores or pests that may live in the soil.
“It gives us a complete clean surface. Then we shave the
top off and then we reseed it and grow it back in for the
following year.” He said each court might need the treat-
ment every five to 20 years. Besides Centre Court, the
Courts 12 and 18 show courts have also been done, with
Court One, the second-biggest, in line to be done after this
year’s tournament.

Beauty of grass 
Managing the 18 competition courts and 20 practice

courts is a year-round operation. Each court is reseeded
with a brand new surface after each championships. The
grass was changed in the early 2000s from a creeping grass
to a more tufted perennial rye grass, meaning the courts are
harder. The firmness of each court is measured 25 times a
day which informs how much water is sprayed on during the
night. The drier the court, the more it is irrigated.

More than 20,000 measurements are done across the
two-week Championships. “Each year is a challenge
because you’ve got a living surface. As much as you try and
manage it, it will be invariably dictated by the environment.
“This year, it’s a fairly nice, even temperature. It’s low 20s, a
bit of fair-weather cloud, nice blue skies, a slight breeze. It’s
perfect for the player, the spectator and the grass. “If you
get a wet, damp day, the moisture in the air will naturally
find its way into the plant and that becomes a little bit
greasy. The beauty of grass is that you have to adapt to the
environment.” Stubley said there were 70 or 80 different
plants around the grounds and some people come to see
the horticulture as much as the tennis. The flowers are rarely
stolen but sometimes spectators sit on them. — AFP 

BIRMINGHAM: England’s captain Eoin Morgan (C) celebrates with his players after victory in the 2019 Cricket World
Cup group stage match between England and India at Edgbaston. — AFP 

Holder promises 
West Indies 
will ‘look after’
Pooran
CHESTER-LE-STREET: West Indies cap-
tain Jason Holder vowed to “look after”
Nicholas Pooran after his maiden one-day
international century so nearly led to a
stunning World Cup win over Sri Lanka on
Monday. Sri Lanka posted an imposing
338 for six, a total built on Avishka
Fernando’s first hundred at this level, in a
match between two sides whose hopes of
qualifying for the semi-finals had already
evaporated before a ball was bowled at
Chester-le-Street.

But Pooran, well supported by Fabian
Allen (51), got the West Indies close to a
target of 339 — which would have been a
new World Cup record for a winning side
batting second — before they lost by 23
runs. Defeat meant the West Indies have
now lost seven matches in a row after

starting the tournament with an impressive
win over Pakistan. But Holder took some
comfort from 23-year-old left-hander
Pooran’s century.

“Nicholas played an outstanding
innings, he knocked it around as easily as
he possibly could,” said Holder as he
reflected on Pooran’s 118 off 103 balls,
including 11 fours and four sixes. “What
he has produced is what we expect him to
produce, we want him to get better and
improve,” the all-rounder added. “We
selected him for a reason and gave him
full backing to go and play the game he
wants to play.

“Yes he will make mistakes as a young
player but it is important for development
to take place. “We will look after Nicholas
the best we possibly can, I expect big
things. “He has got the talent, ability to
change gears, he can improvise, has every
shot in the locker and it is just a matter of
him putting it together more often.” For the
West Indies, the winners of the first two
World Cups back in 1975 and 1979, it was
yet another case of what might have been
after they squandered chances to beat
reigning champions Australia and then saw
Carlos Brathwaite fall just short of what
would have been a match-winning six
against New Zealand.

“It is disappointing to come so close on
a number of stages and not get that win,”
said Holder. The West Indies end their
involvement at this World Cup against
Afghanistan, still searching for their first

win of the tournament, on Thursday. “We
have shown some fight this entire cam-
paign,” said Holder. “I’m proud of certain
individuals who definitely put their hands
up and put their hearts on the line.” — AFP

Formula One’s young
guns offer a vision 
of the future
SPIELBERG: Max Verstappen and Charles Leclerc
are already hailed as future superstars of Formula
One but Sunday’s battle of the 21-year-olds in Austria
was the clearest glimpse yet of what might lie ahead.
Throw McLaren’s 19-year-old British rookie Lando
Norris into the youthful mix as well and the sport
looks set on a glittering course.

All three put in standout performances throughout
the weekend at Spielberg to put more established
drivers into the shade. Ferrari’s Leclerc and Red Bull’s
Verstappen thrilled the crowd with a wheel-banging,
race-deciding battle in the closing laps. They were
the youngest top two finishers in F1 history and
Verstappen, a six times race winner, had never before
stepped up to the top step of the podium without
having at least one champion on a lower rung.

Finland’s Valtteri Bottas, at 29 the old man on
podium, finished third for Mercedes. Leclerc’s three
previous podium finishes, all third places, were with
Bottas’s five times world champion team mate Lewis
Hamilton taking the winner’s trophy. This was new
territory for both youngsters.

Ferrari’s four times champion Sebastian Vettel,
2007 world champion Kimi Raikkonen, now with Alfa

Romeo, and Hamilton had to settle for whatever
points they could get in the Styrian sunshine. The late
collision between the Red Bull and Ferrari, ruled a
racing incident by stewards, and their differing opin-
ions over the fairness of it also injected an early bit of
needle into the fledgling rivalry.

Hamilton, who made his debut as a 22-year-old
but is now 34, welcomed the rise of the next gener-
ation. “I’ll go and fight the young ‘uns, man!” he
said after qualifying between pole-sitter Leclerc
and third placed Verstappen, who moved up to the
front row after the Briton was handed a grid penal-
ty. “It’s cool. I’m representing for the more grown
men I guess.”

While Leclerc and Verstappen kept the fans, many
thousands in Dutch orange, on the edge of their seats,
Norris also impressed. Starting fifth, he vaulted up to
third at the start and passed Hamilton in a bold move
around the outside at the first corner. Driving a car
that was no match for Mercedes, Ferrari and Red
Bull’s challengers, he dropped back but not without
giving Vettel, Verstappen and Raikkonen — the old-
est driver on the grid — a fight.

Finishing an impressive sixth, his display in Austria
came a week after a gritty drive into the points in a
hydraulically hobbled McLaren that won him the
“Driver of the Day” accolade at the French Grand
Prix. “I was sceptical at first. I thought ‘so young, can
he cope with the pressure?’,” Britain’s 1996 world
champion and Sky Sports television pundit Damon
Hill said of Norris’s season so far. “Not a hint of it ...
he stayed out of trouble, as he said he wanted to do,
and he got the result.” — Reuters 

MANCHESTER: West Indies’ Nicholas Pooran plays a shot during the 2019 Cricket World Cup
group stage match between West Indies and India at Old Trafford. — AFP 

SPIELBERG: Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrates on the podium in front of Ferrari’s
Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc after the Austrian Formula One Grand Prix. — AFP 

LONDON: Canada’s Felix Auger-Aliassime returns against
Canada’s Vasek Pospisil during their men’s singles first
round match on the first day of the 2019 Wimbledon
Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis Club. — AFP 


