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As Leonard ponders, free agency 
moves shakes up NBA landscape

25

Raptors are trying to keep together their championship squad 
NEW YORK: Kawhi Leonard’s uncertain NBA free
agency fate kept three teams in limbo Monday as play-
ers continued to make deals to shake the league land-
scape. Players and teams began agreeing to terms on
new deals Sunday even though no contracts can be
signed until next Saturday. Leonard, who led the
Toronto Raptors to the NBA title last month, was
expected to meet with the Los Angeles Lakers and Los
Angeles Clippers plus the Raptors this week before
making a decision on where to sign a new deal.

The Raptors are trying to keep together their
championship squad while the Clippers, in Leonard’s
home town, have a similar young team that would
offer him a starring role. The Lakers, who have cleared
enough salary cap space, to make a top offer for the
two-time NBA Finals Most Valuable Player, have a
chance to form a super-team with LeBron James and
Anthony Davis.

The Lakers were reportedly looking at D’Angelo
Russell, who went to the Golden State Warriors for
four years at $117 million after trading Andre Iguodala
to Memphis. Russell will partner Steph Curry in the
Warriors’ backcourt until Klay Thompson, who agreed
to terms Monday on a five-year deal worth $190 mil-
lion to stay with Golden State, returns from a torn
knee ligament.

Also reportedly waiting on Leonard’s decision is
Toronto guard Danny Green, who is being wooed by
Dallas but could figure into the plans of the Lakers and
Clippers as well. Other free agents looking for deals
include Golden State center DeMarcus Cousins and
Lakers point guard Rajon Rondo. The Lakers did land
their first free agent Monday, 3-point shooter Troy
Daniels on a one-year deal for $2.1 million. The Clippers
agreed to an extension with Patrick Beverly at three
years for $40 million and got forward Mo Harkless in a

deal with Miami. “Anybody got kawhi number??”
Harkless tweeted.

Nets land Kyrie, KD 
In Sunday’s biggest reported opening deals,

Brooklyn secured two-time NBA Finals MVP Kevin
Durant, who ruptured an Achilles tendon as Golden
State lost in the NBA finals, and Kyrie Irving from
Boston. Each accepted contracts below the maximum
so the Nets could also grab center DeAndre Jordan,
who was with Dallas last season.

Durant will miss next season while recovering, but
Irving and Jordan join a squad that made the playoffs
last season. Philadelphia landed Dominican big man Al
Horford from Boston and traded with Miami for Josh
Richardson in a deal that cost them guard Jimmy Butler.
The 76ers already boast Australian playmaker Ben
Simmons and Cameroonian front-line force Joel Embiid.
Milwaukee, which won an NBA-best 60 games last
season led by Greek star Giannis Antetokounmpo, kept
Khris Middleton, George Hill and Brook Lopez with
new deals and added Wesley Matthews as a guard to
replace Malcolm Brogdon, who signed with Indiana.

Kanter goes to Celtics 
Turkish center Enes Kanter announced he has

agreed to a two-year deal to join ex-Charlotte guard
Kemba Walker in Boston. The Western Conference,
won by the Warriors the past five seasons, is up for
grabs after the shakeup. New Orleans agreed to a two-
year deal worth $8 million with Italy’s Nicolo Melli, the
EuroLeague Finals top scorer last season for Turkish
club Fenerbahce.

Utah added Serbian guard Bogdan Bogdanovic for
$73 million over four years from Sacramento plus cen-
ter Ed Davis and playmaker Mike Conley. Dallas made a

four-year deal worth $32 million with former Portland
guard Seth Curry. Portland added center Hassan
Whiteside as a fill-in until injured Bosnian big man
Jusuf Nurkic returns, in a trade deal to help Miami
obtain Butler. The biggest losers in free agency were

the New York Knicks, who had salary room for two top
free agents but could not attract a big name, breaking
up the money among lesser talents. Houston also
missed out in trying to land a third star to join Chris
Paul and NBA scoring leader James Harden. — AFP 

SAN ANTONIO: In this file photo taken on June 11, 2013 Kawhi Leonard #2 of the San Antonio Spurs reacts
after making a three-pointer in the third quarter while taking on the Miami Heat during Game Three of the
2013 NBA Finals at the AT&T Center. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Nate Lashley, who overcame the
plane-crash deaths of his parents and girlfriend in
2004 to realize his golf-career dream, captured his
first PGA title Sunday at the Rocket Mortgage
Classic. The 36-year-old American alternate, who
was the last player to make the field, fired a two-
under par 70 to complete a wire-to-wire victory at
Detroit Golf Club, shooting 25-under 263 for 72 holes
to defeat compatriot Doc Redman by six strokes.

“Just really emotional right now,” Lashley said.
“Just really thankful I got into the golf tournament.
Winning on the PGA Tour is just a dream come true
and I’m just glad I got it done today.” Lashley car-
ried a six-stroke lead into the final round after
shooting a 63 on Saturday as he had on Thursday
and he was never threatened over the final holes.
Lashley, ranked 353rd in the world, claimed a berth
in the British Open in three weeks at Royal Portrush
as well as a PGA Tour spot for the next two years.

It marked an amazing high point after tragedy
struck him 15 years ago when he was a University
of Arizona junior. Lashley’s parents and girlfriend
died in a plane crash while flying home from watch-
ing him play in a tournament. It’s why his voice was
breaking after he tapped in for par on the 18th
green to clinch the emotional victory, his older sis-
ter Brooke Lashley and current girlfriend Ashlie
Reed hugging him on the 18th green in celebration.

‘Let’s Go Lashley’
“Having my friends and family here, so many of

them flew in, I’m just ready to go celebrate with
them,” Lashley said. “It’s huge when you win. You
get two years. You get all of this confidence going.
You get to play in the (2020) Masters. I couldn’t be
more happy right now.” Redman, a Monday qualifi-
er making only his second PGA start of the year,
took the other British Open spot on offer for July at
Royal Portrush and collected special temporary US
PGA membership for the remainder of the cam-
paign by finishing second with a closing 67.

But the emotional day belonged to Lashley, who
had turned away from golf after the tragedy and
briefly sold real estate before changing his mind
and chasing his dream, becoming a US PGA rookie
at age 35 last year only to have a knee injury cut
short his campaign. After starting this season on a
medical extension, Lashley made enough money to
continue on a secondary level, forcing him into
Monday qualifying and into alternate’s roles such
as just missing out on last week’s event in Hartford
after sharing 28th at Pebble Beach two weeks ago
at the US Open in his major debut. Lashley made
the Detroit field on Wednesday when David
Berganio withdrew.

No alternate had won a PGA title since Vaughn
Taylor at Pebble Beach in 2016. Lashley sank a 15-
foot birdie putt at the first hole and a 10-footer to
birdie the third and reach 25-under. He made
bogeys at the sixth and ninth but kept a five-shot
edge on the back nine and responded with a seven-
foot birdie putt at the par-4 13th. Fans chanted
“Let’s Go Lashley,” ahead of his two-putt par at 16
and roared again when Lashley went up and down
from deep greenside rough for birdie at the par-5
17th, sinking a seven-foot putt to set the stage for
his closing effort.— AFP 

Lashley makes
triumph from 
tragedy with
PGA Detroit win

LONDON: India’s Prajnesh Gunneswaran admits that
being his country’s top tennis star places him under an
obligation to play a Davis Cup tie against bitter rivals
Pakistan. India have been drawn to face their neighbors
in Islamabad in September with a prize of being able to
contest the World Group qualifiers at stake.

It will be the first time India have played a Davis Cup
tie in Pakistan in 55 years. “I think I will play although it
is still to be discussed as we have the option to go
now,” said the 29-year-old at Wimbledon on Monday.

“If I want to stay in the top 100 then those two
weeks make an impact but playing for my country is
very special and I want to do everything to do that. “If I
had been number four or five in India I would be jump-
ing at the chance. “Nothing should change being num-
ber one.”

The long-running political tension between the
nuclear-armed India and Pakistan spiked in February

over Kashmir, which both countries have fought two
wars over since the territory was divided in 1947. A
deadly suicide attack — claimed by a militant group
based in Pakistan — in Indian-administered Kashmir
killed 40 Indian troops. 

In response, India staged its first air attack on
Pakistani territory in decades, with Pakistan responding
a day later. Despite those tensions, India were cleared
to make the trip across the border as the Davis Cup is
not a part of a bilateral series. When India last played in
Pakistan in Lahore in 1964 they won 4-0. They won on
home ground in Mumbai in 2006 while their third
meeting in the tournament in 1973 had to be played on
neutral territory.

On Monday, Gunneswaran made his Wimbledon
debut but was defeated 7-6 (7/1), 6-4, 6-2 by 2016
runner-up Milos Raonic of Canada. His progress to the
All England Club has come late in his career following a
battle with stress fractures in both knees which left him
without a ranking in 2015. Those physical problems are
a thing of the past as is his bizarre decision to once
incorporate the name of two-time major winner Pat
Rafter into his personal email address.

“I was a big fan of his when I was younger so I cre-
ated an email ID with his name,” explained the world
number 94. “I never used it for official purposes but
some people in my school still have it.” On Monday,

Gunneswaran insisted that his clash with big-serving
Raonic, the 15th seed, had been decided by small mar-
gins. “There were a few lapses in concentration and
they determined the match. I had chances but didn’t
convert. “I gave him early leads in the second and third
sets and they were the killers.” — AFP 

Special to play Davis
Cup in Pakistan:
India’s top player

LONDON: India’s Prajnesh Gunneswaran returns against
Canada’s Milos Raonic during their men’s singles first
round match on the first day of the 2019 Wimbledon
Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis Club. — AFP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Golden State Warriors co-
chairman and chief executive Joe Lacob said
Monday that as long as he runs the NBA club, con-
sider departing star Kevin Durant’s number 35 jer-
sey retired. The 30-year-old forward agreed to a
free agent deal with the Brooklyn Nets on Sunday,
joining Kyrie Irving and DeAndre Jordan in block-
buster dealmaking moves to make the New York
club a title contender once Durant recovers from a
ruptured Achilles tendon.

Durant won two NBA titles in his first two sea-
sons with Golden State in 2017 and 2018 and
helped get the Warriors into last month’s NBA
Finals, where they lost to the Toronto Raptors.
Durant missed nine games in the playoffs with a
calf injury then played only 12 minutes in game five
of the NBA Finals before rupturing his right
Achilles tendon, an injury that required surgery
and is expected to sideline him for the entire 2019-
20 season.

“Today, as he starts a new chapter in his incred-
ible career, we thank KD for all of his contribu-
tions, for being an integral part to one of the most
prolific runs in NBA history and wish him well as
he continues his Hall of Fame journey,” Lacob said
in a statement. “As long as I’m co-chairman of this
team, no player will ever wear number 35 for the
Warriors again.” That should effectively mean
Durant’s number will be retired long-term by the
club, with Lacob’s team moving to a new $1 billion
home arena in San Francisco next season.

“Three years ago, we were thrilled with the
arrival of Kevin Durant, a transformative NBA
player and one of the best to ever play the game,”
Lacob said. “He provided our fans and franchise
with numerous highlights during his stay here —
two NBA championships, two NBA Finals MVPs,
three trips to the Finals, unparalleled efficiency —
and carried himself with class and dignity both on
and off the court.” Lacob also cited Durant win-
ning the NBA’s annual Community Assist Award
last year for philanthropic efforts. —AFP 

Lacob: Durant’s 35 
is retired while 
I own Warriors

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Angels pitcher Tyler Skaggs
has died before a scheduled Monday game against the
Texas Rangers that has been postponed, the Major League
Baseball clubs announced. The 27-year-old left-hander
from Los Angeles was found dead in a Texas hotel room.
No cause of death was immediately known. Police are
investigating after discovering Skaggs’ body with no sign of
foul play.

“It is with great sorrow that we report Tyler Skaggs
passed away earlier today in Texas,” the Angels said in a
statement. “Tyler has, and always will be, an important part
of the Angels family. Our thoughts and prayers are with his
wife Carli and his entire family during this devastating
time.” Skaggs, who would have turned 28 on July 13, last
pitched on Saturday in Anaheim. He started and allowed
two runs over 4 1/3 innings against Oakland and in 15
starts this season was 7-7 with a 4.29 earned-run average
and 78 strikeouts in 79 2/3 innings.

“I am deeply saddened by today’s tragedy in Texas,”
Major League Baseball commissioner Rob Manfred said.
“All of us at Major League Baseball extended our deep-
est condolences to Tyler’s wife Carli, their family, their
friends and all of his Angels teammates and colleagues.
“We will support the Angels organization through this
most difficult period and we will make a variety of

resources available to Tyler’s teammates and other mem-
bers of the baseball family.”

The Rangers expressed “deepest sympathies” for the
“shocking loss” in announcing the postponement of the
schedule series opener between the clubs at Arlington,
Texas. Skaggs, who was scheduled to pitch in Thursday’s
final game of the series with Texas, had a 28-38 career
record with a 4.41 earned-run average and 476 strike-
outs over parts of major league seven seasons with the
Angels and Arizona Diamondbacks. His death comes 10
years after Angels pitcher Nick Adenhart was killed in a
car crash. — AFP 

Angels pitcher
Skaggs dies in Texas,
game postponed

SAN DIEGO: Players for the San Diego Padres and San
Francisco Giants stand during a moment of silence for
pitcher Tyler Skaggs of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim
at PETCO Park. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Nike withdrew a shoe displaying an early
version of the American flag after former NFL quarterback
Colin Kaepernick warned the design was associated with
slavery, US media reported on Monday. Nike had unveiled
the Air Max 1 USA featuring an American Revolution-era
design known as the Betsy Ross flag imprinted on its heel to
coincide with the United States’s July 4 independence day.

The Wall Street Journal reported the US sportswear
giant pulled the shoe following objections from Kaepernick,
a Nike endorser who led kneeling protests during the

national anthems of NFL games in 2016 to protest racial
inequality and social injustice. Kaepernick said the design
featuring 13 white stars in a circle was offensive because it
was associated with a period of slavery, which was legal in
the US after independence from Britain.

White supremacist groups hostile to diversity have also
recently appropriated the design, the newspaper said. Nike
shipped the shoes to retailers but then asked for them back,
and had taken the design off its website, the Journal report-
ed. “Nike has chosen not to release the Air Max 1 Quick
Strike Fourth of July as it featured the old version of the
American flag,” a Nike spokesman told the Journal. 

The price of a few pairs available on an online shoe
reseller rose to as much as $2,000 following the publication
of the Journal’s article, the newspaper said. Kaepernick and
former San Francisco 49ers safety Eric Reid settled collu-
sion lawsuits against the NFL earlier this year for less than
$10 million over claims team owners had plotted to keep
them from playing. — AFP 

Nike pulls US flag
shoe after Kaepernick
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