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A boy walks on the top of a Soviet era monument for Ukraine and Russia union in Kiev. — AFP

A caretaker walks with a white lion at a private zoo in
Karachi.

A lion and lioness are pictured in a cage at a private zoo in
Karachi.

Bilal Mansoor Khawaja, a private zoo owner, looks at his
white lions in Karachi.

Bilal Mansoor Khawaja beams as he runs his palms
over the ivory coast of a white lion, one of thou-
sands of exotic animals at his personal “zoo” in

Karachi, where a thriving wildlife trade caters to
Pakistan’s gilded elite. “These are... (some) of the rarest
animals I own,” boasts the 29-year-old industrialist of
his leashed lion. Pakistani laws make it easy to import
exotic animals, but once inside the country regulation is
almost non-existent. This has led to an untold number of
such creatures-especially big cats, seen as symbols of
wealth and power-being imported or bred across
Pakistan in recent years, much to the horror of helpless
wildlife officials.

Social media is littered with videos of wealthy
Karachiites cruising with lions sitting in the front seats of
luxury SUVs, while newspapers have featured reports of
arrests of residents brazenly taking their big cats out for
strolls and drives. Khawaja estimates there are up to 300
lions within Karachi’s city limits alone, kept in gardens,
inside rooftop cages, and at farm houses across the sun-
baked metropolis of about 20 million-notorious for its
grinding traffic, crumbling infrastructure, and lack of
green spaces. Khawaja calls his handful of lions and a
tiger the “crown jewels” of a larger collection of more
than 4,000 animals he has amassed in recent years.

He insists his collection-made up of some 800 differ-
ent species-is not about status or prestige but simply a
manifestation of his love for pets.  “We Pakistanis have a
problem: where our heart is soft, it’s very soft. Where it’s
hard, it’s very hard,” he gushes. To care for his flock, he
has more than 30 people working in shifts and four vets
on staff. The entire operation costs a fortune, Khawaja
admits, although he refuses to provide an estimate of just
how much he shelled out for his personal zoo.  But the
cost and the series of minor injuries he has accrued over
the years at the hands of his prized pets are well worth it,
he claims.   “With every injury my love for these animals...
grows more,” he smiles. His nine-acre property where a
portion of his animals, including zebras, flamingos, and
horses, reside is smack in the middle of a dense neigh-
borhood in the megacity.

Lion farming 
Exotic animal dealer Aleem Paracha, who claims to be

one of the top three importers of exotic animals in
Karachi, says that for 1.4 million rupees ($9,000) he can
deliver a white lion to a client in up to 48 hours-and do
so entirely legally. Certificates from the countries of ori-
gin along with permits from authorities are provided for
any animal brought into Pakistan in accordance with an
international treaty to protect endangered species.  

But Paracha says there is also a network of breeders
across Pakistan that can also provide lions at a moment’s
notice, including at least 30 in Karachi. “In Karachi, lion
farming is going very well,” he explains. And while
indigenous species are fiercely protected in Pakistan, the
same protections are not extended to imported animals.
The government has guidelines regarding the treatment
and type of enclosures big cats and other exotic species
should be provided with.

But “the law is silent” on breeding, explains Javed
Mahar, head of Sindh province’s wildlife department.
Uzma Khan, a technical advisor with the World Wildlife
Fund, says there is not even an authority monitoring gov-
ernment-run zoos, which are notorious for neglect, let
alone the private sector. “There’s lots of private breeders
and they are very shady,” Khan adds.

‘The law is silent’ 
Meanwhile owners like Khawaja may have the means

and passion to provide the hearty diet for their animals,
but others have been known to fall short. Karachi veteri-
narian Isma Gheewala says lions suffering from calcium
deficiencies are common at her clinic, where she says she
has treated between 100 to 150 big cats over the years.
“The bones become extremely brittle,” she says.  “And
even if they jump like a foot down, they will injure some
bone or the other and then it takes a long time for the
animals to recover.”

But both Paracha and Khawaja dismiss claims they are
doing anything harmful by taking exotic species out of
their natural habit and raising them in Pakistan.  “A lot of
animals, either they’re extinct or they’re on the edge of
being extinct,” argues Khawaja, adding: “I don’t want the
next generations to not see these animals.” But conserva-
tionists like Khan at the WWF dismiss such arguments.
She explains: “An animal in captivity is not the way it is in
the wild. “What’s the point of having an animal which is
not hunting, which is in a cage not showing its natural
behavior?”— AFP

“Kimono” is now a no no, Kim Kardashian
West said Monday. The pop culture icon
announced that she will change the name

of her new “Kimono” line of underwear, after being
accused of cultural appropriation. Kardashian, who
is married to rapper Kanye West, sparked a social
media storm last week when she unveiled the new
line, with some in Japan accusing her of disrespect-
ing the traditional outfit. Following the backlash,
which included the trending Twitter hashtag
#KimOhNo, Kardashian revealed on Twitter and to
her 142 million followers on Instagram that she
would change the name.

“When I announced the name of my shapewear
line, I did so with the best intentions in mind,”
Kardashian said. “My brands and products are built
with inclusivity and diversity at their core and after
careful thought and consideration, I will be launch-
ing my Solutionwear brand under a new name,” she
said. Once a standard of the Japanese wardrobe, the
kimono is now often reserved for special occasions,
such as weddings and coming-of-age ceremonies,
and is mostly worn by women. The mayor of Japan’s
ancient capital Kyoto was among those who asked
the reality television star to consider renaming her
shapewear line.

“Kimono is a traditional ethnic dress fostered in
our rich nature and history,” Kyoto Mayor Daisaku
Kadokawa wrote in a letter to Kardashian. “(I) ask
you to reconsider your decision of using the name
Kimono in your trademark,” Kadokawa said.
Explaining her decision to change the name,
Kardashian said “being an entrepreneur and my own
boss has been one of the most rewarding challenges
I’ve been blessed with in my life.—AFP

In this file photo Kim Kardashian and Kanye West
arrive for the 2019 Met Gala at the Metropolitan
Museum of Artin New York. — AFP

In this picture Bilal Mansoor Khawaja, a private zoo owner,
sits with his white lion in Karachi. — AFP photos


