
BEIJING: China yesterday condemned violent protests
in Hong Kong (HK) as an “undisguised challenge” to the
formula under which the city is ruled, hours after police
fired tear gas to disperse hundreds of protesters who
stormed and trashed the legislature. A representative of
China’s Hong Kong affairs office denounced the demon-
strators, who are furious about proposed legislation
allowing extraditions to China, and said Beijing supports
holding criminals responsible, state media said.

The former British colony of Hong Kong returned to
China in 1997 under a “one country, two systems” for-
mula that allows freedoms not enjoyed in mainland
China, including freedom to protest and an independ-
ent judiciary. Monday was
the 22nd anniversary of the
handover. Beijing denies
interfering, but for many
Hong Kong residents, the
extradition bill is the latest
step in a relentless march
towards mainland control.

“Seriously violating the
law, the act tramples the rule
of law in Hong Kong, under-
mines social order and the
fundamental interests of
Hong Kong, and is an undisguised challenge to the
bottom line of ‘one country, two systems’, Xinhua news
agency quoted a Hong Kong affairs office spokesman
as saying. “We strongly condemn this act.” Debris
including umbrellas, hard hats and water bottles was
among the few signs left of the mayhem that had
engulfed parts of the city on Monday and overnight
after protesters stormed and ransacked the Legislative
Council, or mini-parliament.

Police cleared roads near the heart of the financial
centre, paving the way for business to return to normal.
However, government offices, where protesters smashed

computers and spray-painted “anti-extradition” and
slurs against the police and government on chamber
walls, were closed. The government’s executive council
meeting was due to be held in Government House, offi-
cials said, while the legislature would remain closed for
the next two weeks.

Millions of people have taken to the streets in the
past few weeks to protest against the now-suspended
extradition bill that would allow people to be sent to
mainland China to face trial in courts controlled by the
Communist Party. Lawyers and rights groups say
China’s justice system is marked by torture, forced con-
fessions and arbitrary detention. China has been

angered by Western criticism
of the bill.

The bill triggered a back-
lash against Hong Kong leader
Carrie Lam, taking in the busi-
ness, diplomatic and legal
communities that fear corro-
sion of the legal autonomy of
Hong Kong and the difficulty of
guaranteeing a fair trial in
China. She has suspended the
bill and said it would lapse next
year, but protesters want it

scrapped altogether and have pressed her to step down. 
Lam, Hong Kong’s self-styled Iron Lady, has created

a fresh crisis for Chinese President Xi Jinping, who is
already grappling with a trade war with Washington, a
faltering economy and tension in the South China Sea.
Regina Ip, chairwoman of Hong Kong’s pro-China New
People’s Party, said the protests had brought shame on
Hong Kong.

“In the long term, (this) will impact Hong Kong’s
business environment. I believe various negative conse-
quences of damages in our economy and prosperity will
soon emerge.” Starry Lee, chairwoman of the

Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of
Hong Kong, also condemned the violence. “This is an
insult to LegCo (Legislative Council), an insult to Hong
Kong rule of law,” she said. Chinese censors have
worked hard to erase or block news of the Hong Kong
protests, wary that any large public rallies could inspire
protests on the mainland.

Screens went black on the BBC and CNN when they
showed related reports in mainland China, as has hap-

pened during previous Hong Kong protests. Foreign
news channels are only available in luxury hotels and a
handful of high-end apartment complexes in China.
State news agency Xinhua wrote an upbeat Chinese-
language report about a government-arranged concert
in Hong Kong to celebrate the handover anniversary,
complete with descriptions of the audience singing the
national anthem and how the performers showed their
“ardent love of the motherland”. — Reuters
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China condemns violent HK protests 
as ‘undisguised challenge’ to its rule

HONG KONG: Police stand outside the Legislative Council building in Hong Kong, a day after protesters broke
into the building. —AFP 

Dalai Lama
‘deeply sorry’
for comments 
on women
NEW DELHI: The Dalai Lama is “deeply
sorry” about comments he made about
women in a recent BBC interview, his office
said in a statement yesterday. The Tibetan
spiritual leader made no apology however for
saying that US President Donald Trump had a
“lack of moral principle” and “complicated”
emotions. “(In) responding to a question
about whether his own reincarnation could be
a woman, and suggesting that if she were she
should be attractive, His Holiness genuinely
meant no offence,” the statement said. “He is
deeply sorry that people have been hurt by
what he said and offers his sincere apologies.”

The comments, which attracted criticism
around the world, were made in an interview
with the British broadcaster aired last week
from the Nobel peace prize winner’s exile in
Dharamsala in northern India. “If female Dalai
Lama comes, then she should be more attrac-
tive,” he had said. “If female Dalai Lama, oh,
oh... that people, I think prefer, not see her,
that face.” “His Holiness, a monk now in his
mid-eighties, has a keen sense of the contra-
dictions between the materialistic, globalized
world he encounters on his travels and the
complex, more esoteric ideas about reincar-
nation that are at the heart of Tibetan
Buddhist tradition,” the new statement said. 

“However, it sometimes happens that off

the cuff remarks, which might be amusing in
one cultural context, lose their humour in
translation when brought into another. He
regrets any offence that may have been giv-
en. “For all his long life, His Holiness has
opposed the objectification of women, has
supported women and their rights and cele-
brated the growing international consensus
in support of gender equality and respect for
women,” it added.

It said that the original context of his refer-
ring to the physical appearance of a female
successor was a conversation with the then

Paris editor of Vogue magazine. “She asked if
a future Dalai Lama could be a woman. His
Holiness replied, ‘Certainly, if that would be
more helpful,’ adding, as a joke, that she
should be attractive. He was at least partially
responding to the unfamiliar ambience of
working with a team whose prime focus was
the world of high fashion,” the statement said.

Trump’s emotions 
On Trump, the Dalai Lama, 83, had said:

“One day he says something, another day he
says something... But I think (there is a) lack of
moral principle.” “When he became president
he expressed ‘America First’. That is wrong.
America they should take the global responsi-
bility,” he said, adding that Trump’s emotions
are “also a little bit... too complicated”.

The statement from his office made no
reference to these comments. In the BBC
interview he had also reiterated his views on
immigration into Europe, saying that the con-
tinent should educate and train immigrants
with a view to them returning home. “But
whole Europe eventually become Muslim
country? Impossible. Or African country.
Also impossible.. . Keep Europe for
Europeans,” he had said.

The new communique said that these com-
ments “may have been misinterpreted”, saying
that he “appreciates that many of those who
leave their countries may not wish or be able
to return”. “His Holiness regularly cautions
against allowing the divisive idea of ‘us’ and
‘them’ to flourish. “He suggests that a solution
to many of the problems we face in the world
today is to remind ourselves that as human
beings we are all brothers and sisters belong-
ing to one human family, and that together we
can take action to address the global chal-
lenges that confront us.” — AFP 

‘Broken dreams’: 
Returning migrants
struggle at home
DHAKA: Like many poor Bangladeshis,
Komol Shohlagar thought moving overseas
for work would change his life. It did - but
not in the way he hoped. Shohlagar, 33, trav-
elled to Libya with people smugglers in the
hope of reaching Europe, but when he got
there, the smugglers held him captive to
extort money from his family. He was only
freed after they paid $14,000 to get him
back - money they had to borrow from loan
sharks. When he finally returned to
Bangladesh last year, he was jobless and sad-
dled with huge debts - a situation that left
him feeling suicidal.

“I was really depressed. My family had
borrowed a lot of money to save me,”
Shohlagar told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “The lenders came home every
other day and threatened us. There were
times when I thought about taking a rope and
hanging myself.” Charities in Bangladesh say
thousands of returning migrants face such
struggles and little official help is available.

Many are victims of trafficking, but have
little redress for the crimes they have suffered
in Bangladesh. The country depends heavily
on foreign remittances and has an official pol-
icy of encouraging citizens to look for jobs
abroad. According to official data, at least 1
million Bangladeshis secured jobs overseas in

2017 - the highest number ever recorded. But
the system depends largely on unlicensed
brokers working in rural areas and opens the
door to trafficking and cheating.

Last month, 64 Bangladeshi migrants hop-
ing to get to Europe had to be rescued from a
boat off Tunisia. In May, 37 drowned in the
same region when their boat capsized. “The
state does not have a proper system to sup-
port the returnees,” said Shariful Hasan, who
heads the migration department of
Bangladeshi aid group BRAC. “All our poli-
cies are focused on sending people abroad.
We don’t even have a system that can count

the total number of returnees every year.”
Abu Bakar Siddique, the civil servant who

leads the Home Ministry’s anti-trafficking
work, acknowledged the government needed
to develop a system of support for the
returnees. “For now, what we do is, we ensure
that the victims reach their families,” he said.
“With the kind of capacity that we have, this
is what’s possible. “We do work with girls
who were trafficked to India. We also have
shelters for victims. But as far as counselling
is concerned, it’s not something that we have
not managed to do effectively. We have to
develop our system.” — Reuters

Exiled Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s largest private
broadcaster abruptly took an interview
with former president Asif Ali Zardari off
air shortly after it began, deepening fears
of increasing censorship in a country
already among the most dangerous in the
world for media. Geo News did not give a
reason for why it cut the interview - mere
minutes after it started - with Zardari, who
is also the widower of assassinated former
prime minister Benazir Bhutto. There have
been accusations in recent years of the
country’s powerful military putting pres-
sure on the media to stop coverage criti-
cal of its policies - allegations it denies.

Zardari and his Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) have a tense relationship with the
military, and he is currently facing cor-
ruption charges as part of a wider crack-
down. Hamid Mir, the interviewer, com-
plained on Twitter about increasing cen-
sorship in Pakistan after the show was
taken off the air yesterday night. “Those
who stopped it (the interview) have no
courage to accept publically that they
stopped it,” he tweeted. He apologised to
viewers, adding: “it’s easy to understand

who stopped it? We are not living in a
free country.”

Mir made international headlines in
2014 after surviving multiple gunshot
wounds in an attack he blamed on the
shadowy Inter Services Intelligence
agency (ISI), Pakistan’s top spy organisa-
tion. Criticism of the country’s powerful
security establishment has long been
seen as a red line for the media, with jour-
nalists and bloggers complaining of
intimidation tactics including kidnap-
pings, beatings, and even killings if they
cross that line.

Last year, the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) said in a report that the
military has “quietly, but effectively, set
restrictions on reporting”. Geo News has
faced pressure from authorities in the
past. Last year, it was temporarily taken
off the air in the run-up to the general
election won by Imran Khan. Some of
Pakistan’s biggest and most powerful
media outlets have claimed they were
pressured to tilt their coverage towards
Khan during the campaign, an accusation
the military denied. — AFP 

Zardari interview taken off air
amid censorship fears

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi street vendor sells vegetables under heavy rain in Dhaka. The mon-
soon rains sweeps across the subcontinent from June to September. —AFP 

SRINAGAR: Curbs on civilian traffic
along a highway linking disputed
Kashmir to the rest of India, imposed for
a Hindu pilgrimage, have angered resi-
dents of the Muslim-majority region.
The six-week Amarnath Yatra began on
Monday and will see hundreds of thou-
sands of Hindu pilgrims trek to a holy
cave high in the insurgency-hit region at
the heart of decades of animosity
between India and Pakistan. 

No civilian vehicles other than those
transporting Hindu pilgrims will be allowed
to move along a 100 km (62 miles) stretch
of highway that links the mountainous
Kashmir valley and India’s plains, said an
order issued by traffic police chief Alok
Kumar and seen by Reuters.

Police will allow local civilian traffic
during a three-and-a-half hour window
in the evening, the order said. Bashir

Ahmad said it took nearly 20 hours to
travel between the main cities of
Srinagar to Jammu where his son had a
medical checkup. The journey usually
takes six hours, he said. “It is ridiculous,”
he told Reuters. “How can they stop
people from travelling on the highway?”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi made
Kashmir a major theme during the gen-
eral election that returned his Hindu-
Nationalist government to power for a
second term in May. Home affairs minis-
ter Amit Shah recently visited the region
to inspect security measures for the
Amarnath Yatra, which has been a target
of militant attacks in the past decade.
Authorities imposed similar curbs after
February attacks by a Pakistan-based
militant group killed 40 Indian paramili-
tary personnel, taking India and Pakistan
to the brink of war. — Reuters

Curbs on highway for Hindu 
pilgrimage anger Kashmiris

SRINAGAR: A Kashmiri fisherman and a fisherwoman look on as they drink tea on
their boat in the Dal lake in Srinagar. — AFP 


