
PARIS: France urged Iran yesterday to reverse its first
major breach of a nuclear pact with world powers as
European states signalled they would not seek to reim-
pose UN sanctions - for now. The UN nuclear watchdog
confirmed on Monday Iran had amassed more low-
enriched uranium than permitted under the 2015 deal, a
move that prompted US President Donald Trump to say
Iran was “playing with fire”.

Exceeding the limit could culminate in the return of
all international sanctions on Tehran but one European
diplomat, asked if Europe would trigger the dispute
resolution mechanism enshrined in the accord, said:
“Not for now. We want to defuse the crisis.” A second
diplomat said Britain, France and Germany would focus
on bringing Iran back into
compliance and that they
wanted to gain more time for
dialogue.

“In the immediate term,
Iran must return to its obliga-
tions. There is room for dia-
logue,” a French diplomatic
source added. Tensions with
Iran have escalated since
Trump pulled the United
States out of the pact last
year and moved to bar all
international sales of Iranian oil. Washington also
blames Iran for bomb attacks on ships in the Gulf,
something Tehran denies. European signatories to the
nuclear accord have sought to pull back the longstand-
ing foes from direct confrontation, fearing a mistake
could lead to war accidentally.

At the same time they are under US pressure to reim-
pose their own sanctions to force Iran to comply with an
agreement Washington abandoned against Europe’s
advice. Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
denies Iran is in violation of the accord, saying Iran is
exercising its right to respond following the US pullout.
China, like France a signatory to the deal, said it regret-
ted Iran’s move but urged all parties to exercise restraint
and said the US policy of increasing pressure on Iran
was the “root cause of the current tensions”.

Iranian demands
The nuclear deal lifted most international sanctions

against Iran in return for curbs on its nuclear work. It
aimed to extend the time
Tehran would need to produce
a nuclear bomb, if it chose to,
from roughly 2-3 months to a
year. Iran’s main demand - in
talks with the European parties
to the deal and as a precondi-
tion to any talks with the
United States - is to be allowed
to sell its oil at the levels before
Washington pulled out of the
deal and restored sanctions.
Iranian crude exports were

around 300,000 barrels per day (bpd) or less in late
June, industry sources said, a fraction of the more than
2.5 million bpd Iran shipped in April 2018, the month
before Trump withdrew from the nuclear deal.

Iran says it will breach the deal’s nuclear curbs one by
one until it is able to sell that amount of oil, saying this is

the least it should be able to expect from an accord that
offered economic gains in exchange for nuclear restric-
tions. In a statement, French President Emmanuel Macron
urged Iran to fully abide by all terms of the accord and
“reverse without delay this excess, as well as to avoid all
extra measures that would put into question its nuclear
commitments.” Iran’s semi-official Fars news agency

reported that the Islamic Republic’s enriched uranium
stockpile had passed the 300kg (661 lb) limit allowed
under the deal. “We have NOT violated the #JCPOA,”
Zarif wrote on Twitter, referring to the deal by the abbre-
viation of its formal title, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action. He referred to a paragraph of the accord dealing
with the dispute resolution mechanism. — Reuters
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FUJAIRAH: Fishermen are pictured in front of ships docked in the port of Fujairah yesterday in the east of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), as recent tensions spiraling between Iran and the United States have affected
movement in the Gulf near the strategic Strait of Hormuz. —AFP 
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Fuel truck fire kills 50 

ABUJA: At least 50 people were killed in Nigeria
when fuel from a crashed truck that they were
siphoning up caught fire, a spokesman for the gov-
ernor in central Benue state said yesterday. “A
tanker loaded with fuel fell yesterday (Monday) and
people were scooping its products when it caught
fire, killing over 50 persons,” the spokesman said.
Others were badly injured and taken to hospital.
Such incidents are relatively common in Nigeria,
though rarely is the death toll so high. While fuel is
cheap, many live in extreme poverty. Last October,
60 people were killed when a spill at an oil pipeline
in the southeast caught fire. — Reuters

Turkey targets suspects

ANKARA: Turkish police launched nationwide
raids yesterday to detain 152 individuals accused of
ties to the group blamed for a 2016 coup attempt,
state media reported. Prosecutors from Ankara,
Istanbul, Konya and Izmir issued dozens of arrest
warrants for suspects including soldiers - some still
on active duty and some already sacked - accord-
ing to the Anadolu news agency. Sixty-three sus-
pects had so far been arrested, the agency said.
Since the attempted overthrow of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, tens of thousands have been
detained on suspicion of ties to US-based Muslim
preacher Fethullah Gulen, who is accused of order-
ing the failed coup. He strongly denies the accusa-
tion. More than 140,000 public sector employees
have also been sacked or suspended over suspect-
ed links to Gulen. — AFP 

US imprisons Rwandan 

NEW YORK: A US federal judge in Boston sen-
tenced a Rwandan man to more than eight years
prison on Monday for lying about his involvement
in the East African country’s 1994 genocide. Jean
Leonard Teganya, 47, was convicted in April of two
counts of immigration fraud and three counts of
perjury, a statement from the US Department of
Justice said. Teganya “was convicted and sen-
tenced for the most serious form of immigration
fraud: lying about his status as a war criminal to
win asylum in the United States,” said US Attorney
Andrew Lelling. Based on the evidence presented
at the trial, Teganya “committed horrendous crimes
during the Rwandan genocide and then sought to
deceive US immigration authorities about his past,”
Lelling said. The Rwandan genocide began in April
1994, and for around 100 days some 800,000 eth-
nic Tutsis were murdered. — AFP 

Shipping waste to Europe, US

JAKARTA: Dozens of shipping containers full of
waste will be returned to France and other devel-
oped countries, Indonesia said yesterday, as
Southeast Asian nations increasingly reject serving
as dumping grounds for international trash. The 49
containers were loaded with a combination of
garbage, plastic waste and hazardous materials in
violation of import rules, according to customs offi-
cials on Batam island. “We are coordinating the with
the importer to immediately process their return,”
customs office spokesman Sumarna, who goes by
one name said. The waste came from the United
States, Australia, France, Germany and Hong Kong,
he added. Last month, Jakarta returned five con-
tainers of waste to the United States, joining a cho-
rus of Southeast Asian nations that are increasingly
unhappy about being used as dumping grounds for
trash from Western countries. — AFP 

Joe Biden’s son 
held at gunpoint
during crack buy
WASHINGTON: Hunter Biden, the son
of former US vice president Joe Biden,
admitted to being held at gunpoint while
trying to buy crack cocaine, according
to an article published Monday in The
New Yorker. Joe Biden, the current fron-
trunner for the 2020 Democratic presi-
dential nomination, has repeatedly faced
family tragedy during his decades in
public office. After approaching a home-
less man in downtown Los Angeles in
2016, “Hunter said that the man took him
to a nearby homeless encampment,
where, in a narrow passageway between
tents, someone put a gun to his head
before realizing that he was a buyer,” the
article says.

The New Yorker piece cites inter-
views with Hunter Biden - who said that
he “needed a way to forget” — and
people who knew and interacted with
him. “He returned to buy more crack a
few times that week,” the article contin-
ues in a section detailing a period of
drug use and tumult in Biden’s life.
Hunter Biden was only occasionally in
the public eye during his father’s time
as vice president under Barack Obama
from 2009 to 2017.

Joe Biden, 76, leads in polling among
the two-dozen candidates running for
the Democratic nomination to face
Republican President Donald Trump in
the 2020 election. Shortly after first win-
ning election to the Senate in 1972,
Biden lost his wife and baby daughter in
a car crash that also left Hunter and his
brother Beau Biden badly injured. Beau
became a rising star in the Democratic
party but succumbed to cancer in 2015,
an event that derailed Biden’s expected
bid for the 2016 Democratic presidential
nomination. — AFP 

US Vice President Joe Biden waves as he walks out of Air Force Two with his grand-
daughter, Finnegan Biden (center) and son Hunter Biden (right) upon their arrival in
Beijing. Hunter Biden, the son of former US vice president Joe Biden, admitted to being
held at gunpoint while trying to buy crack cocaine. — AFP 

STRASBOURG: The European
Parliament opened a new session yester-
day with newly elected British MEPs still
in their ranks and three Catalan sepa-
ratists blocked by Madrid from taking
their seats. The 751-seat parliament -
based in Strasbourg, France - is more
fragmented than ever after a vote in May
that saw solid gains by the liberals and
Greens as well as the far right and
eurosceptics in the 751-seat chamber.

With Brexit delayed until as late as
October 31, the deep political divisions in
Britain were on full display in the eastern
French city as 73 British MEPs arrived at
parliament. Brexit firebrand Nigel Farage,
a veteran of the EU chamber since 1999,
led the charge as his MEPs turned their
backs when asked to stand for the EU
anthem - Beethoven’s Ode to Joy - at the
start of the session.  

Farage also warned of a “turquoise
takeover” in the UK if the ruling
Conservatives failed to deliver a divorce.
With 29 elected representatives, his
Brexit Party - whose official colour is
turquoise - is the national party with the
largest delegation, just ahead of the
Northern League of Italian Interior
Minister Matteo Salvini with 28 seats.
Opposite Farage were the anti-Brexit
Liberal Democrats, who also performed

well in the EU elections. They arrived in
Strasbourg with bright yellow t-shirts
emblazoned with “Bollocks to Brexit” and
“Stop Brexit”.

In theory, the new parliament should
have only 705 seats if Brexit were taken
into account. When Brexit happens, 27 of
the British seats are to be redistributed to
other countries and another 46 set aside
for future EU enlargements. The opening
session was also marked by a protest by
Catalan separatists outside the parliament
in support of three of their own who are
blocked by Madrid from taking office. 

Catalan demonstration 
The crisis in Spain drew at least

10,000 demonstrators who waved the
Catalan flag in front of the European
Parliament. Those refused seats include
Carles Puigdemont, the former head of
the Catalan regional government who
lives in Belgium to escape a Spanish
arrest warrant after leading an attempted
secession in 2017. The others are his run-
ning mate Toni Comin, and the pro-inde-
pendence activist Oriol Junqueras, who is
in pre-trial detention in Spain. 

Their seats will remain empty in a situ-
ation that “depends on the Spanish
authorities, not the European Parliament,”
a parliament spokeswoman said. The main

task of this first session will be to elect a
new parliament president - or speaker -
one of the European top jobs. The choice
of the successor to Italy’s Antonio Tajani
had been due to take place yesterday, but
was postponed until Wednesday to allow
time for the 28 EU leaders meeting in
Brussels to agree on a full slate of
European posts. 

Despite eurosceptic gains, the pro-
European bloc will keep a comfortable

majority, with more than two thirds of
the votes after adding up those of the
conservative EPP (182 MEPs), Social
Democrats (154), Renew Europe cen-
trists (108) and Greens (75). As ever, the
biggest establishment party force will be
the CDU/CSU, the alliance between the
formation of German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and her Bavarian sister party,
which will also have 29 deputies
between them. — AFP 

BELFAST: Conservative MP and leadership contender Boris Johnson (L) gestures as his
microphone is adjusted during a television interview ahead of a Conservative Party
Hustings event in Belfast, Northern Ireland yesterday. — AFP 

European Parliament opens in
shadow of unsolved Brexit

German court fines 
Facebook over hate 
speech combat 
failings
BERLIN: A German court yesterday fined Facebook
two million euros for not being transparent enough over
the action it is taking to curb online hate speech. Under
a new regulation that came in force on January 1, 2018,
companies like Twitter and Facebook have 24 hours to
remove posts that openly violate German law after they

are flagged by users. Offensive content that is more dif-
ficult to categorise must be deleted within seven days
after it is reported and reviewed. Social media compa-
nies that fail to comply face up to 50 million euros ($60
million) in fines.

Further, online giants are required to publish every
six months a report on how they have gone about
combating hate speech. In a decision that can still be
appealed by Facebook, the BfJ court levied a fine
equivalent to $2.26 million as it found that the compa-
ny failed to provide a complete picture about com-
plaints made by users in its report covering January to
June 2018. “The report lists only a fraction of the com-
plaints by users on illegal content,” the court said in a
statement.

It noted that Facebook offers its regular flagging
mechanism as well as another channel, which the court

described as “too hidden”, to report offensive content
under the specific German law. While those reported
under the latter are reflected in the published report,
content reported under the wider flagging system is
not. “The BfJ assumes that the number of complaints
received via the widely known flagging channel is con-
siderable and that what is presented in the published
report is therefore incomplete.”

The US online giant said in its report that between
January 1, 2018 and June 30, 2018, 1,704 items were
reported by 886 users. Some 362 items reported by 218
people ended up being deleted or blocked, according
to the report. Meanwhile, Google-owned YouTube
received reports on almost 215,000 pieces of content in
the same time span, while Twitter users flagged
265,000. Of those, YouTube deleted 58,000 and
Twitter 29,000. — AFP 


